DON°T WASTE THE

HOUSEHOLD

“WASTE™!

Household “waste” is well named. It is waste, and it is wasteful

to throw it away. Ninety per cent. of it is useful: rubbish makes

garden humus; old hats can become slippers; fat makes soap or

hand cream. These suggestions were given by the ACE. in a
recent broadcast talk:

HEN I look out of my bedroom

window these mornings I no

longer see a neat little patch of

lawn, bu: a very plump-looking
bed of well-lined earth—for last year
my landlady and her husband decided
to increase production by growing some
of their own vegetables. Incidentally,
while doing so they found a profitable
way of disposing of a whole lot of house-
hold waste,

Burying in the garden is really one
of the most profitable ways of turning
all waste plant or animal material to
good advantage. For, by doing so, we
give back to the soil the substances
which plant life takes out, and we main-
tain its productivity, and the food value
of what grows in it,

In large gardens it is possible to have
a compost heap. Leaves and peelings may
be mixed with earth and allowed to
decay, but in smaller gardens and in
the town where a compost heap might
be a nuisance to neighbours, just to bury
the waste under six to eight inches of
earth will dispose of it, and at the same
time enable the plants to get the benefit
of it.

One of the most convenient garden
fixtures for making compost, which I
have seen, consisted of a concrete bin,
about four feet square and from three to
five feet high., It had a sloping water-
proof lid, which was hinged to the bin
itself. Along the sides at ground level,
there were open slits four to six inches
wide. The rubbish, etc., was forked in
from the wheelbarrow or thrown in on
top, and regularly sprinkled with earth
and water. As fast as it turned into
compost it was removed in spadefuls,
through the slits at the bottom.

Besides vegetable waste, every house«
hold has & certain amount of food waste
~—even though left-overs, breadcrumbs,
etc., are saved and served in attractive
ways, and vegetables are not peeled un-
necessarily. If you could come to some
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| to prevent stretching. A lining of strong,

arrangement by which some firm would
collect anything which you have ta
waste, it would be far better than burn-
ing it, or putting it in the ash cam.

From Worn-out Dresses

It is amazing what some people can
do with the material in half worn-out
dresses, torn sheets, old hats, hand-
knitted cardigans and jumpers, or scraps
and clippings from dressmaking. So even
if you have no use for them and no
time to devote to hand work, do mnot
on any account destroy them. Wash and
iron anything that is not already clean,
and find out if your material would not
be acceptable to some society which is
making clothes for refugees, or toys for
children in hospital, or bandages for first
aid work,

Making Felt Slippers

The officers of one such organisation
have asked me to describe how to go
about making felt slippers and also how
old {elt hats can be made into some-
thing useful for children’s wear besides
slippers and moccasins. I would suggest
making leggings for children, also re-
cutting the felt to make children’s hats,
also making warm insoles for shoes.

Before old felt hats can be used for
any purpose the head band and any
trimming or lining have to be taken off
and the hat scrubbed well, both inside
and outside, with a soft brush in good
lukewarm suds. After this it should be
folded in balf from crown to brim and
stretched as flat as possible. Then it
should be rinsed and, still folded, put
through the wringer and hung out to
dry. This treatment makes the felt too
stiff for many purposes, but it strength-
ens it and makes it ideal for harder wear
as in slippers,

Patterns in the various sizes for
slippers are most easily secured by split-
ting open old slippers and taking a paper
pattern from them.

If it is necessary to piece the slippers
because the felt of one hat is not enough
to make a pair of slippers, a seam down
the centre front and half the slipper of
one colour and the other half of another
is a satisfactory solution. Another way
to piece materials is to have the front
half of the slipper of one material and
the heel of another. In this case you
can avoid a seam at the centre back
of the heel, We find bought leather soles
are best, but for small soles nothing is

" better than leather head bands from

men’s hats. These are washed well and
given a dressing of clean oil, well worked
in, Soles can also be cut from old leather
bags, side belts and many other odd
pieces of leather. Always stitch a felt
lining on to the sole, and blanket stitch
the edges together. We find it wisest to

| blanket stitch all edges before joining

them, as it gives extra strength to the
seam, The upper edge of the slipper and
the strap, if any, must be strongly bound

firm calico or gingham also makes for
the long life of the slipper,
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NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE RECLAMATION OF WASTE

MATERIALS

(A war activity under appointment by the Minister of Supply,
The Hen, D. G, Sullivan.),

Help to Win the War!

SAVE SCRAP METALS

ASSIST THE PATRIOTIC FUND
AND NEW ZEALAND INDUSTRY

.Supplies of the following metals are urgently needed. They are listed
in orde.r of importance. Although the amount in YOUR home may seem
small, in the aggregate the supplies from ALL homes will amount to

many tons.

Metal

How Commonly

Found

How ldentified
And Remarks

Copper

Copper
Wire

Brass,
Bronze,
Gunmetal

Aluminium

Foil

Lead

Tubes

Zinc

Often found in same fittings
as for brass, also washing
coppers, cooking utensils,
lavatory cisterns, fire
screens, coal scuttles, down
pipes, etc.

Pieces of old electric cable,
lighting or heating flex for
radiators, irons, toasters,
vacuum cleaners, etc,

Old taps, screws, fire irons,
stair carpet rods, door stops,
door steps, curtain rods,
window fittings, hinges,
drawer pulls, locks, padlocks,
fire screens, metal tops of
electric light bulbs, parts of
old electric switches, etc.

Old kitchen utensils-~—sauce-
pans, kettles, etc. If handies
are not aluminium they
should be taken off. Also
found in motor car parts.

Wrappings of  chocolates,
cigarettes, photofilm, etc.

Photographic film tubes, lin-
ings of tea packages, known
as tea.lead, car battery com-
ponents, heads of lead-
headed nails, fishing sinkers,
strip lead from roof gutter-
ings or flashings.

(a) Cosmetic tubes,
paste and shaving
tubes, etc. (b)
glue, rubber solutions,
tubes.

In case linings,

tooth-
<ream
Seccotine,
etc.,

Rub with &abrasive (sand
paper or emery cloth) and if
the metal is a reddish colour
it is most likely to be coppern

Brass, if polished or filed,
will yield a bright yellowish
colour. Make sure brass

scrap is solid throughout,
not just plated over irom.
Electric bulbs should be

tapped under cover of paper
to break globe, which is not
required.

Light in weight and whitish
or grey in colouk.

These wrappings may be
alumintum or lead foil. Lead
foil can be melted with a
match, aluminium foil will
not melt and is very much
lighter than .lead foil. Da
not mix them, make separd
ate parcels of them.

Soft and can be cut with [ Y
pocket knife. ’

({a) These are mostly pure
tin, .

{b) These are generally lead.

Wanted in sheet form.

Hand in YOUR scrap metal to your Local Committee or Receiving Depot.
MAKE THIS YOUR FREE CONTRIBUTION AS A PATRIOTIC EFFORT.,
All scrap will be sold and the proceeds handed over to the Patriotic Fund,
METALS NOT YET WANTED:

Wrought iron and steel, old number plates, tins, corrugated and galvanised

iron—NOT WANTED YET. Cast iron should be held for later collection.
CUT OUT THIS ADVERTISEMENT AND KEEP IT IN A PROMINENT

PLACE.

COUGHS, COLDS,
ASTHMA, BRONCHITIS, ETC,




