ELLINGTON’S newest
hotel, the New City, is
the long-awaited answer

to the demand for a fully up-

to-date hotel offering every
modern convénience and even

some measure of luxury, at a

really moderate tariff. At the

New City, for sixteen shillings

a day, you have a modern bed-

room with built-in wardrobe,

hot and cold water, and hand-
somely furnished; a cuisine
and a dining room which will
satisfy the most fastidious;
and lounge and eother public
rooms decorated with both com-
‘fort and elegance.

Welcome to the New City .. .
we know you will be comfort-
‘able — and will certainly come
again,
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WAR DIARY

HOW FRANCE FELL

APERS which have just arrived

Pfrom London clarify the reasons
why France fell. This is one paper’s
comment:

“How strong must be the guard
against Fifth Columnists and defeatism
will be realised from the inside facts
about events in France. The decisive
day was June 13. On that afternoon the
Germans succeeded in dividing the two
main French armies. A group of palitic-
ians in Paris, none of whom was in the
Reynaud Cabinet, and which included
Pierre  Flandin, Pierre Laval and

. Gecrges Bonnet, seized this opportunity

to agitate for an understanding with the

: enemy. They incessantly urged Marshal

Petain and General Weygand not to
attempt the defence of Paris. The Rey-
naud faction was powerless to prevent
this turn of events, but when the Gov-
ernment was leaving Paris; Georges
Mandel, Colonial Minister, was specially
requested to see that ex-Premier Laval
was not left behind to make contact with
the enemy. Mandel got him away in
his car. Meanwhile the compromise gang
had already established touch with
Mussolini  through Marshal Petain's
friend, the Spanish Ambassador, and was
begging the Duce to get Hitler to con-
cede rteasonable terms. That explains
why the French took no offensive action
on land against Italy on the day Musso-
lini declared war. Indeed so strong was
this political influence that certain bomb-
ing machines which had been detailed
to raid Genoa and Turin from a French
base near Toulcn were able to take off
on their expedition only with the great-
est difficulty. Thus, when the Nazi break
through occurred in the Champagne,
threatening the Maginot Line, the French
had been hopelessly compromised by the
intriguers, and a direct approach to
Hitler became inevitable.

“The Ministers, who had been pur-
sued from Tours to Bordeaux by a hail
of bombs, were summoned by Reynaud
to discuss a situation about which few

Programmes For
The Troops

New Zealand troops in England
and in Egypt are being specially
catered for with radio programmes
by the BBC. Every fortnight in
its special programme for the
Forces, the BBC includes a news-
letter for the New Zealanders and
this Is also re-broadcast on short-
wave to Egypt.

details had been allowed to leak out.
It was the blackest hour in French
history.

“ Bitter and stormy discussions shook
the Ministry. Reynaud was assailed by
those who wanted to seek peace. Presi-
dent Lebrun put on pressure by de-
manding his resignation.

“The army was overwhelmed., Mil-
lions of civilian refugees were streaming
in every direction and blocking the
troops at every turn at a time when the
utmost mobility was needed, From hour
to hour there was mo guarantee against

| Appeal For Binoculars
: And Compasses

An appeal by the military
authorities for binoculars, comn-
passes and night glasses for use
in the army is to be made to the
public of New Zealand.

At the moment there is a short-
age of these essential instruments,
which form part of every officer's
equipment in the field. Because of
the high quality and accuracy re-
quired in the manufacture of such
instruments they cannot be rnade
quickly in the mass, hence the
present shortage. Most of the finest
lenses for binoculars and night
glasses come from countries which
are now occupied by the Nazis,
and in war-titme requirements are
such that they cannot easily be
supplied.

It is to be hoped that all citi-
zens who possess compasses, bino-
culars, etc., will present them to |
the army for the use of our men. !
Such a patriotic gesture will be
greatly appreciated. )

A similar appeal was made re- .
cently in Australia, and produced |
large numbers of these instru- !
ments. Citizens presented them so
generously that the shortage in
the Australian Forces was soon
overcome. i

The Box Seat

When a German bomber crashed at
Clacton, in England, and destroyed a
row of houses, one of the Army officers
on the scene was Lieut, Seymour Berry,
son of Lord Camrose, the British news-
paper proprietor. He expressed astonish-
ment that a kitchen boiler should have
been hurled right into the middle of
the street by the force of the explosion,
and sat down on it for a rest. He and
his brother officers found it a comfortable
seat for the greater part of the night,
In the morning a naval unit arrived
and pointed out to them that it was a
magnetic mine,

air attack on the nation’s remaining
vital centres,

“Late on the Sunday night Reynaud
was forced out of office and Marshal
Petain became Premier, with Generat
Weygand as Minister of Dsfence and
Paul Baudoin, one of the appeasement
supporters, as Foreign Minister. The
new war Minister was General Colson,
who had essisted Petain at the 1918
Armistice. General Vuillemin, the head
of the French Air Force, flatly refused
to surrender, and was thrown out. Pierre
Laval, co-author with Sir Samuel Hoare
of the Abyssinian “peace” plan, was
offered the Ministry of Justice and re-
fused it. Mayor Marquet, of Bordeaux,
described as the French Oswald Mosley,
became Minister of the Interior. The
rest of the Cabinet was a selection of
Rightists and pacifists. That night Mar-
shal Petain had no difficulty in - per~
suading his friend General Franco, of
Spain, to transmit a message to Gere
many. France was no longer a fighting
nor a whole nation.”
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