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The Maori language, per se, appeals to
us as a graceful, charming speech in
which few hai¥hnesses appear. But we !
have only to listen to Maori vowels as
spoken by the pakeha to realise how
they can be mutilated practically beyond
recognition, with a dettness that seems
almost deliberate. Paikok, for Paekaka- :
riki, or worse still, Paikokareek: Wokker, .
for Whakarewarewa: and Waimack, for
Waimakariri. The aboriginal lanpuage is
naturally harsh, so that there are numer- ;
ous influences operating to sharpen our
vowel sounds and to encourage the evolu-
tion of somewhat unlovely-sounding
slang terms.

Whatever conclusions New Zealanders
may reach on the subject of slang, let
them be wary of dismissing it as a mere
passing phase in the history of their
country.

Australia has been using her own
slang for 140 years or more; New Zealand
for over a& century. It is obvious that,
as is the case with every other large
country in the world, slang serves its
purpose in the Antipodes and will sur-
vive prejudices against it.

Sergeant-Major |
“Lofty’” Blomfield

Would You Like His ‘
Portrait? f
|

Listeners who would like to
. have an excellent reproduction
. on art paper of our front page
© portrait of Sergeant-Major
Blomfield, specially taken by
our official photographer,
Spencer Digby, should apply
at once to the Publications De-
I partment of “ The Listener.”
Single copies of the portrait
will be forwarded to any .
address on receipt of three-
pence in stamps and the
coupon which will be found on |

|

page 55 of this issue.
. Twelve or more copies of the
i portrait will be forwarded post
i free to any address on receipt
! of a postal note or stamps to
! the value of three shillings per
dozen copies.

Address: Publications De-
partment, “ The Listener,” Box
1070, Wellington, C.1.

Chronic Leg
Ulcers Healed!
NO PAIN—NO LOSS OF WORK

Mr, E. E. P. writes: “ My leg has
heen well now for some months and I
never feel the slightest pain or incon-
venience although I am on it and work-
ing hard all day, Since [ started Varex
treatment [ have heen able to work all
the time, walk and sleep well.” VAREX
treatment is simple, safe, soothing and
jnexpengive. No resting necessary. Send
to-day for free booklet. Ernest Healey,
Pharmaceutical Chemist, Varex Ltd.,
Box 1558, N.L., Wellington.
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Working
Harder

You'll Help
to Win
the War !

Whatever your job, YOU CAN HELP by working
hatder. INCREASED PRODUCTION in every
industry is vitally necessary to enable New Zealand
to bear its share of the cost of the war, supply
England with the things she needs, and maintain its
own high standard of living. With 2// excess profits
going to the Government for war purposes, every
extra effort you put into your job means extra help
to New Zealand’s war effort. Whether you’re in a
factory, shop or office, whether you’re in a trade oz
on a farm

WORK FOR YOUR LIFE!
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