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DO WE GLORIFY OUR FAILURES?
(Written for "The Listener" by K. E. GOULTER

tionary Force’s withdrawal from
Flanders, I. met an American,
and, like many of his country

men, he had plenty to say.
"You British are a-mighty queer
lot;’ he announced. "Anyone would
think you'd won’a victory over there

T ® day after the British Expedi last
week. You’re that pepped up. Come
to think of it ‘though, you always do
glorify your defeats. Old Grenville and
the fifty-three, and all that sort of
thing."

.

Do we give more prominence to
"glorious defeat" than to legitimate vic-
tory? I went to history for the answer,
and believe me, as our American friend
would say, it was conclusive.
Gallant Defeats and Retreats
There have ‘been more poems, songs,
and books written about British defeats,
gallant defeats, it is true, but defeats
just the same, than about our victorious
campaigns.
For example: for every Englishman
who can tell of the extent and excellence
of the Allied advance in 1918, and the
breaking of the great military machine
of Germany, there are ten who can
describe, enthusiastically, the gallant re-
treat from Mons, which, when all’s said
and done, was a real retreat-and a par-
ticularly bloody one at that.
Then there was the Gallipoli cam-
paign. The epics of V Beach, Suvla Bay,
Anzac Cove, and Lone Pine Hill will
never be forgotten as long as the Eng-
lish tongue is spoken. But it wasn’t a
victory. Officially Gallipoli was a mis-
take and a failure; more poignantly a
failure because all that reckless gallantry
was in vain.
Why did the exploits of the "boy
ace," Albert Ball, during the last war,
appeal to his fellow countrymen more
than those of other airmen, whose scores
of ’planes destroyed were greater? Be-
cause single-handed he attacked forma-
tions of German ’planes, often as many
as twelve in number, To Captain Ball

the R.A.F. to-day owes its tradition of
attack at all costs, and against all odds,
Captain Scott’s Example
Would Captain Scott be as well re-
membered and honoured to-day if his
journey to the South Pole had been as
safe, as lacking in incident, and as suc-
cessful as Roald Amundsen’s? I believe
not. It was Scott’s failure-his struggle
against overwhelming odds, blizzard,
hunger, cold, and his lonely death, which
"stirred the heart of every Englishman,"
as he said it would.
Cherry-Garrard in "The Worst Jour-
ney in the World," says of Scott's last
expedition: "I see now plainly that we
achieved a first-class tragedy, which as
a tragedy will never be forgotten. . . ."
Hitler Should Beware

Perhaps this peculiarly British atti-
tude toward failure is one of those
psychological factors, overlooked by
Hitler, which may very well lead to
his downfall.
Hitler pictured a rout to Dunkirk;
he saw an orderly retreat. Instead of
broken morale, he saw indomitable
courage, and the evacuated troops wel-
comed home in a way that in Germany
is reserved for victory only. He knew,
he must know, that his own people,
Goebbels-fed, couldn’t stand up-mor-
ally, that is-to such a reverse. Reverses
must be kept from them, casualty lists
held back.If Hitler remembers his European
history, he will feel alarm; for Napoleon,
in whose footprints he hopes to tread,
said of the British soldiers of another
day: "Had I led an English army I
should have conquered the universe, forI could have gone all over the world
without demoralising my troops. . . I
might have lost the battle of Waterloo
without losing a vote in Parliament, or
a soldier from my ranks. I should have
won the game."

THECHILDREN'SHEALTH CAMP ATOTAKI NEEDS FUNDS: HELPBY
(No:1) SUBSCRIBINGONESHILLINGANDWINTHISf10 This competition is based on the ever popular gameCRIBBAGE of cribbage It is 100% skill and entirely devoid of4 luck, chance, catches Or alternatives:COMPETITION Each row of five cards makes a crib hand: There

are five horizontal hands, five vertical hands, and
two corner-to-corner hands twelve hands in all:
The Competition consists of re-arranging the cards

3KSLJH9s8q 0 given In the accompanying diagram So as to secureas Mary crib points aS you possibly can: The card
suits are represented by their initial letters: Points

IOTZcZ22sKD-2 are not allowed for I nobs 11 or Iheels:1 Flushes (allcards of the same suit in 0 row) count five pointsfor each flush in your re-arrangement; Use the accom

415512K39-8 Rarajing"9e-dicengemenfas go1d inattedualfoscoreowingstaxesin counting or the use of any cards except those
given will disqualify. Underneath, write your totalOQIAESJc 8 score, and your name and postal address.The highest score submitted in compliance with the
above rules will be awarded the 810 prize. In theTSA8SA24 4 event of 0 tie, the prize money will be equallydivided amongst the successful competitors: Any In-
dividual competitor submitting two or more entries
cannot win more than one share of the prize money04244 4 in the event of a tie for the highest score:AlI entries will be opened in the presence of two
members of the ExecutiveCommittee of the Wellington
Children's Health Camp Association (Inc.)_TOTALPOINTS44 Enclose Is. postal note (if unobtainable; stamps tothe valueof Is. 2d.) and postyourentryaddressed to

MCribbage Competition
4 No. 1 Dept.L P.o. Box 25, Te Aro, Wellington, So as to reach the

addressee before 12 noon on 24th July, 1940.
Result and winning re-arrangement will be published in this Paper on Znd August, 1940.
Every precaution has been taken to protect the interests of competitors: The set of cardsfor the next competition will be picked at random by the Judges of the previous contest. Com-
petitions will be held at frequent intervals.
The net proceeds derived from the Competition will be used entirely for the maintenance of
delicate and ill-conditioned children at the Otaki Health Camp.
TRY YOUR SKILL AND HELP THECHILDREN TO GET FITAND STRONG

(Cartoon by Low, reproduced by permission).


