WHEN ACTORS
"HAD TO ACT

“Naughty ’'Nineties” Starts Some Memories

LTHOUGH he does not go
back as far as the Naughty
‘Nineties, Bernard Beeby, who

supervises dramatic productions
for the NBS, does remember the
Naughty 'Twenties, and the
naughtier 'Teens of this century.
An item set down for 2YA on
Thursday of next week, entitled
“The Naughty ‘Nineties,” was an
excuse to start him talking about
the days when actors asked each
other how long they’d been “in the
business,” and scoffed “amateur!”
if the answer was less than ten
years.

Long enough in the “business” to
claim the professional title, Mr.

Beeby shares with others a small
opinion of amateurs on the stage.
Amateurs, for example, had never
to keep up with a season playing
“stock.” They thought they had
done well if they produced a play
in six weeks (and still do), but in
a season of stock productions a pro-
fessional would learn next week’s
part while he played this week’s,
and keep it up—for three-act plays,
mind you—for a year at a time.

A Man of Parts

Although he is an unusually “quick
study,” Mr. Beeby found that a year of
playing leading parts, and playing 52
of them in the year, had him going over
his part in the street, in the bath, out
walking, and in bed, and he finished in

the end with a nervous
breakdown. Once he
played two plays a week
for ten weeks. and not one
of them had been familiar
to him before.

Less strenuous, but not
very much less, would be
his and others’ similar ex-
periences touring with such companies as
Alan Wilkie's, Their repertoire would be
30 to 35 plays, and any week the pro-
gramme might be eltered. In fact, said
Mr. Beeby, this was usual, for the pro-
gramme for the week foliowing would
be posted at the beginning of the week,
and the players needs must refresh their
memory as best they could in the short
time allowed them. They would there-
fore have to carry in their heads parts
for 30 odd plays, and each night con-
centrate properly on whatever was on
hand.

Experience brought the ability to do
this withcut strain and actors soon found
themselves able to play tricks and get
away with it. “It is hard work, some-
times terribly hard,” said Mr. Beeby,
“but actors alwhys like to remember
the humour,”

Plenty of Fun

Of fun there was plenty, whether acci-
dental or intended. Often, he said, actors
well set in their lines would deliberately
set about disconcerting others on the
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SARKING FIXED ON TOP OF JOINTS

LEAKING

DRY CEILINGS...

The permanent remedy is SARKING which like on umbrella under the roof carries off
all moisture which penetretes or condenses on the underside of the reof.

is the ideal sarking material.

SISALKRAF1

Sisalkraft in its wide widths
makes fow joints. [t is exceed-
ingly light ond clean to handile
and the job can be done very
quitkly by the most unskifled

* person, Sisalkraoft is thoroughly
waterproof and will last the life
of the building. Fully illustrat-
ed literature tell you how to do
the job quickiy and eosily.
DO THE JOB YOURSELF.

.

Sales Agents:

W. ‘H. HUTHNANCE & CO.,
Nathan's Bidgs., Grey S5t., Wgtn.
Savoy Buildings, Moray Ploce,

Dunedin,

inspect our Showrooms (open Saturday) and see the numerous ideas of use end

decoration of SISALKRAFT, or

Fill in the Coupon for Free Samples of SISALKRAFT.
W. H. HUTHNANCE & CO., Nathan’s Buildings, 13 Grey Street, Wellington.
W. H. HUTHNARCE & €O., Savay Bidg., Moray Place and Princes $t., Dunedin.
of all SISALKRAFT products, and olso particulors

Send me, free of charge, sempies
of how to use them.
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Does your roof feak during
heavy rainstorms-~does your
ceiling and wallpaper become
stained? Many blame poor
decoration for flaky or stain-
ed ceilings, but the fault is
almost invariably coused by
roof moisture, i.e., leaky
roofs or condensation on the
underside of the roof sarking.

ROOFS but

Sisatkraft

7/9 per 100 sq. ft.
(plus Sales Tax)
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STOMACH TROUBLE

The very first dose of De
Witt's Antacid Powder does
the job—quickly and effect-
ively. You'll be amazed to
find how swiftly this modern
remedy ends indigestion and
all stomach troubles. Even if
you have suffered for years,
relief will be quick and cer-
tain. Think what it means to
eat whatever you like and
thoroughly enjoy every meal.

DEWITT’

““ Severely gassed in the last war, [
snffered acute dyspepsia for years, but
wasrelieved in Sminutes,” says Mr.G. K.

1 suffered severe stomach pain, The
first dose of De Witt's Antacid Powder
gave relief. Now I can eat anything,”
says Mrs. B.

Don’t neglect stomach trouble.
Don’t refuse your favourite
dishes for fear of pain after
meals. De Witt's Antacid
Powder will restore your ap-
petite and make you happier
and healthier in every way.

ANTACID
POWDER

The quick-action remedy for Indigestion, Acid Stomach, Heartburn, Flatulence
or Gastritis, Of all chemists and stores, in large sky-blue canisters, prios 2és
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