RADIO APPEAL MAKES NEW RECORD
£32.000 In A Few Hours!

$ a wind-up to the Auckland Province's
appeal for funds on behalf of the
Sick, Wounded and Distress Fund,
Station 1ZB decided to launch a

monster radic appeal on a Sunday evening to
swell the funds,

In order to cover as wide a2 field as pos-
sible, people representing various sections of
the community were asked to speak during
the evening. The proceedings were opened by
the Controller of the WNativnal Commercial
Broadcasting Service, C. G. Scrimgeour, and
the microphone was handed over by him
to Kenneth Melvin. During the evening eight
of Auckland’s prominent citizens gave short
addresses on behalf of the appeal.

At 9.15, Station 1YA linked up, and 2
short address was made by the Prime Minister.
From 7.30 pm. to 1 a.m. Station 1ZB was
a hive of activity, Practically the whole of
the staff of 1ZB was on duty and additional
staff of thirty people were accommodated in
the Main Studio to handle twelve additional
telephones, adding machines, book-keeping, etc.
Shortly after the appeal was launched six
addirional telephones were brought into opera-
tion at the Chief Post Office, and as the
pressure became heavier an additional thirty
‘phones were requisitioned at taxi companies,
warehouses and hotels in the city. For over
three hours forty-cight telephones were going
at full pressure. During the first 15 minutes
of the appeal £500 was contributed. After
three-quarters of an hour the toral stood
st £2,400; at 9.40 the figure had reached
£4,026; at 10.15, £10,848; at 11.45, £15,170;
and when the station closed down at 12,30
the total was £16,701. Over £60 was handel
in in cash by people who came to the studio
because they said they had been trying
desperately for hours to make their contribu-
tion by ’phone. Some kindly people, realising
the exhausting nature of the work, organised
& supper department and provided gallons of
coffee and piles of sandwiches for much needed
refreshment.

Several people came to the Station with

hats and boxes full of silver and copper which
had been collected at gatherings and clubs.

To the Rescue!

At about 10 o'clock 2 message- was broad-
exst calling for relief telephonists, and the
response was so great that literally hundreds

of eager volunteers poured into the Station
from near and far. Some of the menfolk
arrived collarless and hatless; one man even
came with clothes hastity pulled on over
pyjamas, and his pink bed socks could be
plainly seen above his shoes.

Despite the enormous pressure of work and
the extension of the organisation to handle

JOHN GORDON, production supervisor, 1ZB.
He is very grateful.

resules that were three times as much as ex-
pected, the work was carried out smoothly
and with clocklike precision.

The Following Day

After the Station closed down plans were
made to handle 2 large number of anticipated
calls that would come to the Station the
following day from people who were not able
to ring up on the Sunday night, Seven tele-
phones were kepc busy handling these addi-
tional donations on the Monday, despite the
fact that it was broadcast that the appeal
would be re-opened on Monday evening from
1ZB at 9.30. Farly in the day it became
apparent that all normal programmes ac 1ZB
would have to be cancelled from 7.30 p.m.
onwards in order to acknowledge the donations
in hand. Excitement ran high on the Monday
evening when thousands of people were still
ringing the studio to give their donations.

*
“Y~ EO FOWLER’S *'Thinkers’ Session” is
pro*in; a popular 4ZB feature. Here's
A4 how the idea for the session developed:
A few 4ZB personalities were sitting
round a comfortable fire one evening when
someone decided that they should have a
worthwhile discussion on the sorc of life that
was worth living. Each person was given 2
picce of paper and pencil and told to write
down five things that made life worth living,
The lists were then compared and it was
found that each one was a miniature char-
acter portrait of the person who made it

This proved so interesting that Leo Fowler
decided . to carry the idea a bit further. He
went round all the announcers and got them
to do the same, and then he got the idea of
developing the idea into a session for the sir.

NEW ZEALAND LISTENER, JULY §

“THINKERS' SESSION™ |

In the first session he asked listeners to write
in, giving their ideas of the five things that,
to them, made life worth living. From these
entries he selected the most interesting and
read them over the air together with 2 short
character analysis, In following sessions Le
asked listeners - to discuss the following
problems:

The five things one would take if one was
being left on & desert island.

The five historical characters whom you
would like to bring back to life.

And if you were given a million pounds
what five things would you do with it, At
the moment Leo is busy thinking out further
suggestions- in order to keep the session as
popular snd interesting as it is at present,

£151 for a Bracelet

One woman, sayving that she had no money
to spare, but would like to give something to
the Fund, brought in to the studio a beautiful
old braceletr, which was a family heirloom.
The braceleg was auctioned and listeners bid
up to L55 for il

Sold at £5%, it was returned by the buyer
to the donor; she passed it back for auction,
and it was sold z second time, for £51. Again
returned, it was finally offered to W. A.
Stevenson, a contractor of Auckland, who
bought it for £225. Subsequently, £20 was
paid for the right to exhibit the braceler,
which thus brought £351.

It was undoubtedly Auckland’s big night.
Telephone calls came in by the hundred.
Operators desperately listed names, numbers
and donations. From 9.30 p.m. till midnight
the siege continued, and by that time, the
amazing sum of £32,000 had been subscribed.

The point is that the greater part of the
£32,000 was made up of small amounts, £I,
10/-, 5/-, and even lesser sums, given by all
classes of the community, resident in all parts
of Auckland.

There were factory workers, business people,
taxi - drivers, hotelkecpers, farmers, shop
assistants, civil servants; in fact, everyone was
consumed by the spirit of giving.

Australia Wants to Copy

John Gordon, the production supervisor of
12ZB, cannot be grateful enough to the lis-
teners who responded so generously to the

KENNETH MELVIN, who fook an active
part in the 1ZB appeal for the Sick, Wounded
and Distress Fund

Station’s appeal for the Sick, Wounded and
Distress Fund.

An indication of the success of the appeal
can be taken from the fact that Australia
has cabled the General Secretary for New
Zealand, of the Sick, Wounded and Distress
Fund, Major J. Abel, asking for full details
of the radio appeal in New Zealand, with a
view to launching @ similar campaign om
behalf of the Australian Fund.

THOUSANDS

of Husky Young New Zealanders
are Thriving on this Vitalising Food

VI-MAX is the ideal breokfast food and
cnoking cereal for young and old. 1t is
olso an approved first solid food for

infants,

Zealand.

provided it is specially prepared
by boiling for half an hour, and care-
fully strained. For active, growing chil-
dren there is no finer foad. VI-MAX net
only nourishes, but, being vitamin plus
and rich in minerals, helps build resist-
ance to illness and dental decay, V-
MAX fills a very urgent need in New
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“You can see the Wheat




