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CANDIDLY

By G.M.

THE SHOP AROUND
THE CORNER

(M.-G-M.)

To .the Hungarian playwright Ferenc
Molnar, Hollywood — and M.-G.-M. in
particular — owes some of its brightest
comedies., Molnar's plays are nearly all
highly improbable, expertly-tailored
affairs full of clever, complicated situa-
tions and generally pleasant characters,
Nearly all have proved extremely suit-
able for screen purposes, but never more
so than when handled by Ernst Lubitsch.
In “The Shop Around the Corner,” both
Molnar and Lubitsch are at their best,

Lubitsch calls this film a “miniature
Grand Hotel,” which simply means that
it employs the familiar technique of tak-
ing a group of assorted characters, plac-
ing them together in a confined space,
tying their lives in knots and then un-
ravelling all the tangled threads. This
time the locale is not a hotel, a liner,
a passenger ’plane, or a desert island,
but the leather-goods shop of Matuschek
and Co., in Budapest. For Hungarians,
the proprietor and employees of Matus-

chek and Co. behave very much like

Americans. The fact that the cast is
almost pure Hollywood may account for
this, but it is hardly a fault. As I have
said, Molnar’s plays readily lend them-
selves to Hollywood translation: he deals
in types, and types are international,

Margaret Sullavan leads the cast, and
any film with Miss Sullavan in it starts
with a lot in its favour, so far as I am
concerned. Since I know that some pic-
ture-goers take an opposite view, I'ill
content myself with challenging anybody
who sees the show to suggest anybody
more suitable than Margaret Sullavan
for the role of little Klara Novak, ths
pathetic, rather drab, but spirited shop-
assistant whose yearning for romance
leads her into writing to a “Lonely
Hearts” correspondence agency. From the
moment that fact is revealed, the audi-
ence knows how the plot will develop:
that the anonymous soul-mate who cor-
responds with her on a plane of exalted
passion is none other than the fellow
worker, Kralik (James Stewart), whom
she detests.

But the epistolary love-life of these -

two, and their cat-and-dog behaviour in
the shop, is only one part of the comedy
and drama that goes on behind the win-
dows of Matuschek and Co. There is
the harassed but kindly proprietor
(Frank Morgan) whose life is embittered
by his wife’s unfaithfulness; there is the
timid clerk (Felix Bressart) who is
haunted by the fear of unemployment;
there is the oily, conceited clerk Vadas,

(Joseph Schildkraut); and there is the’

cheeky office-boy (brilliantly played by
William Tracy). With such a cast and

with such a play, almost any producpr
could have made a good film; but Lubit-
sch has made an;outstanding one.

THE DARK COMMAND
(Republic) i

Next to comedy td take their mlnds
off the sad fate of ‘homo sapiens, movie
audiences to-day are demanding action.
And action has always been found at
its liveliest in the Western film. Repube
lic have met this demand with a story
about the outlaws of Kansas’s bad old
days, and have also cashed in on the .
“Gone With the Wind” cycle by giving
it a Civil War background, ; The result
is no one-horse melodrama, but a band-
somely-produced, super-Western "which
finds time amid its thrills of battle, mus-
der, and sudden death to work in some
colourful character-acting by Walter Pid-
geon and others. Pidgeon plays the role
of Cantrell (the thinly-disguised coun~
terpart of an historical figure named
Quantrell) who is a wolf in school-mas-
ter’s clothing in the little Kansas town
of Lawrence about 1860. The Civil War
gives Cantrell the chance to obey his
worst impulses: he shuts up his school-
books and becomes leader of a guerrilla
band spreading destruction far and wide
across the State. Behind all this there
has to be, of course, a woman -— Claire
Trevor, daughter of a Southern gentle-
man, who perversely prefers the clean-
limbed, uneducated hero (John Wayne)
to the cultured Mr, Cantrell. Most of the
burning and pillaging which thereafter
befalls Kansas at Cantrell’s hands is done
to impress her. She is certainly im. .
pressed, but not favourably.

However, when retribution at last
strikes the villain it comes from an un-
usual quarter, His Nemesis. is not the
hero, but his own long-suffering mother.
Majorie Main’s backache-and-kidney-pills
expression, which first brought her fame
in “Dead End.” makes her the ideal
choice for this part.

RETURN TO YESTERDAY
(Capad)

When they are well-made, British
films have an atmosphere of sincerity
which the most lavishly-produced picturs
from America rarely captures. With
many an American production which has
been lauded to the skies, the only real
atmosphere is one of opulence — and
opulence, in such circumstances, is de-
pressing. )

“Return to Yesterday” is an unpre-
tentious film which probably cost less
than it takes to shoot one scene in an
M.-G.-M. musical, Yet, by a mixtute of
humour and pathos, comedy and tragedy,
it captures the interest throughout. Clive
Brook slightly overacts, but he is always

{Continued on ‘next page)
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