CANTERBURY DRAMA FESTIVAL CENTRED IN TIMARU

N five areas in Canterbury and the
West Coast, plans are maturing for
the elimination contests to be held
prior to the provincial district

semi-final in Timaru, reports the organ-
iser, A. E, Lawrence.

From Timaru, which he desgribes as
the strongest centre of community drama
in the province, Mr, Lawrence says that

there is enthusiasm throughout the two
provinces.

In Christchurch an enthusiastic com-
mittee of representatives of societies
and groups interested in community
drama, is hard at work organising a fes-
tival which will be held on June 27,
28, and 29,

In Timaru, the South Canterbury

Drama League is to stage a festival on
July 2, 3, and 4,

In Ashburton, the drama enthusiasts
of mid-Canterbury will present a num-
ber of one-act plays in association with
a patriotic effort on June 26, 27 and
28.

On the West Coast, a special Centen-
nial Drama Festival Committee was
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formed and a drama festival drawing
teams from the whole of the West Coast
was held in Greymouth on May 25,

In the North Canterbury area of the
British Drama League, an effort is being
made to present a number of plays as
a patrictic effort, and to give this area
representation in the provincial final.

The winning teams at the Christ.
church, North Canterbury, South Can-
terbury, mid-Canterbury and the West
Coast area festivals, will meet in the
Canterbury-West Coast Provincial Final
in Timaru, on July 15.

Mr. Lawrence is confident that the

Centennial competition, as far as Can-
terbury and the West Coast are con-
cerned, will produce festivals fully ex-
pressive of the interest in drama in
these districts.
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H. B. TOMLINSON is president of the
New Zealand Branch of the British
Drama League, which is co-operating
with the Centennial Council to make this
year's Drama Festival a national event

IN WELLINGTON

At the Wellington Provincial Festival
the Sir Michael Myers Cup will be
awarded as usual, with certificates of
merit to competing teams.

The New Zealand Dairy Exporter Cup
will be awarded to the author of the
best New Zealand play presented at the
festival.

The Wellington Area Committee in-
tends to conduct a One-Act Play writing
competition in the near future.
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