YOUR GARDEN AND MINE
By Ann Earncliff Brown (31)

OW that the root vegetables—
N except parsnips, which improve

with the frost—are safely lifted,

there seems space to tempt the
gardener into just a last little flutter
in peas and broad beans. Choosing high,
well-drained soil and a sunny location,
you can still sow a row or two of dwarf
peas and Windsor beans. Of course
many of you will have both well estab-
lished already, but where there is plenty
of spare ground, these later sowings can
be indulged in.

Autumn sown onions should be kept
free of weeds. That most obliging mem-
ber of the family, the multiple onion,
is once more growing its green tops.
Somewhat like the chive, the multiple
onion provides little onion “cloves,”
which can be pulled off from the bunch
as desired. The “tops” die down about
three times a year, then come f{resh
again—a sort of perennial spring onion,

Lettuce which is to stand through the
winter should be thinned and well
weeded—wood ashes worked into the
soil give added resistance to winter con-
ditions. Lettuce seed sown in shallow
trays which can be carried to the warm-
est spots in the garden provides, not
hearted lettuce, but a salad green for
those who must have lettuce in their
daily diet. Pick as you would mustard
and cress, and cover from frost at night.

Cuttings of currant, gooseberries,
hardy shrubs and roses may still be set
out. The vegetable garden is generally
a convenient and well cultivated place
for these to strike in.

With the exception of peaches and
nectarines, the pruning of fruit trees
can be gone ahead with, Spray peaches,
nectarines, and apricots, and any other
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trees which have been attacked by fun-
goid disease with winter Bordeaux Mix-
ture. Where the soil is in good planting
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roots, helps to keep them free from
attacks of rats and mice.

While you are forking over your
flower beds, you may turn up some over-
looked bulbs. If amongst these you
have yellow daffodils —eany from the
common double “daffy” to the finest
specimen trumpet—spare a few to plant
cloge in around your paonies.

Praise for Paeconies

Peeonies don’t like being disturbed,
and with the passing of time become
happy handsome border subjects. As
their early spring foliage shows such a
delightful reddish tone, the surface root-
ing yellow daffodils make an attractive
colour combination, and do not disturb
the fastidious pmony. Give your
pmonies—now—a little blood and bone
or bone meal, and a liberal allowance
of wood ashes. A well-rotted mulch and
liquid cow manure in spring, together
with a plentiful supply of water, ensures
a very worth-while retumn.

Look Before You Choose

If you have not yet grown pmonies,
you have nowadays a wide choice in
colour and form. The doubles show
creams, flesh, and coral pinks, crimson-
scarlet, pale rose and deep crimson;
singles have silver pinks, rose pinks,
whites and blood reds. The yellowa are

NEw ZEALAND LISTENER, MAY 24

— —

rarer, I have not seen, but have heard
much in praise of P. Mlokosiewiczi—a
yellow; but if you desire it, I advise you

News Through

Dominion Eyes

To give topical news through
Dominion eyes is the object of
two series of newsletters, for
Southr Africa and New Zealand,
respectively, which began in the
BBC’s overseas programme fte-
cently. Each fifteen minutes in
length, the broadcasts in both
series are heard at fortnightly in-
tervals. Representatives of the
Dominions concerned are the
speakers, and, in addition to their
accounts of the news of the day,
they give listeners their impres-
sions of the way in which people
in Britain are meeting the demands
of war-time conditions, The news«
letter for New Zealand listeners,
which began on May 1, is broad-
cast in Transmission 1 on Wednes-
days, between 7 p.m. and 7.153 p.m.
(N.Z. Standard Tirne).

to write the name. It is not easy to do,
but I think much easier than saying it
to your nurseryman. The pink, red, and
yellow tree pseonies are handsome and
worthy of their place. In deciding on
which psonies to grow, see either the
living specimens or a coloured catalogue
of these. You can’t keep trying another
variety unless you are as rich as you are
patient. Whatever your choice, give your
paonies good deep soil, but do mnot
plant too deeply. I could give you lists
of lovely pmonies, but I must not let
myself go on a pet hobby horse of my
own.
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