
LEISURELY LISTENING
How To Make It
More
Entertaining
(By a contributor to
"The Times of India’)

HEN you go to a theatre you
expect a comfortable seat,
silence and a darkened audi-
torium, realising that the

absence of either will spoil your enjoy-
ment of the entertainment provided.
The body must be relaxed and the brain
allowed to concentrate upon the stage.
A wireless set provides entertainmentbut the measure of this entertainment
depends almost entirely on the surround-
ings. In many homes you will come
across a wireless set stuck up against a
wall, a man with a newspaper loungingin a.chair and a couple of women carry-
ing on an animated conversation. Why
do they not switch off the set and save
current?
Listening-in ought to be a one-man
job. No one would think of going to
a cinema without first finding outwhat film was showing. It takes only
a few moments to glance through the
programmes and to pick out those that
appear to be attractive.
It might,be argued that one ought to
dress for the occasion, a boiled shirt
and tails for opera, a sports coat and
flannel trousers and the smell of orange
peel for pantomime. There is un-
doubtedly something in the advice prof-
fered by the BBC when broadcasting a
thriller, that one should turn down the
lights.

Some Suggestions
Here are a few suggestions that will,I believe, make your listening-in more
entertaining. First of all you must have
quiet, and second, comfort. An easy chair
aids enjoyment and the room ought to

be at a comfortable temperature, Iwould rather not listen than be freezingor roasting.
Third, good reception and reproduc-tion, You cannot control the elements
but you can ensure the best possibleresults,
Reproduction depends upon the set,its position in the room and the adjust-ment of the controls. Usually the set
is against the outside wall because the
down lead has to be brought in through
a skylight or window. Now, it does no
harm to extend an aerial ten feet or
more, despite the instructions in the
book, so put the set where it is goingto be most useful and cut the aerial
to suit. Some owners like the set to be
in one place at one time and in another
later on, rolling up any spare aerial
lead-in like a coil. Such a coil is a short-
wave choke and must reduce results, soif you want to extend your aerial use
a plug and socket arrangement with an
additional length of wire.
Volume and Tone

With most sets reproduction is morepleasant if the ear is not in a direct

line with. the axis of the speaker. Re-
production along the axis is liable to
shrill and if you attempt to overcome
this by adjusting the tone control you
may make the music too muffled for
those sitting to one side.
Generally you need to adjust both
volume and tone to suit each item, an
argument in favour of having the set
close to hand. For speech the first essen-
tial is clarity and this cannot be achieved
with the high notes missing, Turn down
the volume and turn up the tone is a
good working rule for speech, Music is
different. There are some who | like
mellowness, quite happy if a violin
sounds like a flute, and there are some
too who appreciate the volume of a full
orchestra in a small room.

The Best Place
The best place for comfortable listen-
ing+in is in bed. When one is not too
sick it is surprising how a wireless’ set
helps to pass the time and to take the
mind off pain and depressing thoughts.
This is specially true when reading is
impossible. Sufferers from insomnia
might also adopt this plan, provided they
take care not to wake others. Hospitals
have long provided headphones for
patients, so the suggestion has the weight
of medical approval behind it.
Finally I suggest that you do switchoff occasionally. You will appreciate.
radio all the more, °
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9Beaas
FOR EXPERT
RAD[0 SERVICE
THROUGHOUTNZ.
AUCKLAND:
QueenSt, Telephone 32-320
WELLINGTON: (3 lines)
MannersSt, Telephone 40-120
CHRISTCHURCH:
ManchesterSts,Telephone 31-076
DUNEDIN:
Princes Sts, Telephone 11-759
NELSON:
TrafalgarSts,Telephone 287
TIMARU:
Stafford Stv, Telephone 132
OAMARU:
ThamesSts,Telephone 1839
INVERCARGILL:
Esk Sts, Telephone 384

CHAS.BEGG&Co:LTD.

PLANTS AMD SEEDS FOR SALE
AUTUMNHints on cultivation:Bulbs,Vege-tables and Flowers: Coloured monthly
magazine posted free: Write to-day:

GRIFFITHS'Nurseries,
Mta Eden:, Auckland:

ANEMONES and Ranunculus, Giant Exhibl-tion Strain. Guaranteed Bulbs; beautiful
colours: 1/- doza,50 for 3/-,100 for 6/2

GRIFFITHS'Nurseries,Mt:Eden-,Auckland:
AROMATIC Hyacinths in choice mixed col-ours: 8/ doz. Prize Daffodils, 2/6 doz:

GRIFFITHS'Nurseries,Mt. Eden.,Auckland:
BEAUTIFUL Tulips, Giant Darwin strain:Fine assortment; guaranteed.6/- doz, 60for 18/-, posted: GRIFFITHS' Nurseries,

Mta Eden, Auckland:

NEW ZEALAND

LISTENER
ADVERTISING RATES:

Casual: 7/+ per Single Column inch per insertion,
Classified and Miscellaneous Advertisements:
Business Notices, etc.
20 words, 3/-. 2d per word thereafter= noreduction for any period,
Contract: Terms for Fixed Space and At Will
contracts on application to the Business
Manager, "New Zealand Listener," Boz
1070, Wellington, N.Z,

HOW MUCH DID
YOU KNOW?
Here are the answers to the
questions on page 27.
SUNDAY: Helen Jepson, soprano
(3YA at 8.36 p.m.)
MONDAY: Wilhelm Backhaus
(4YA at 8.24 p.m.)
TUESDAY: " Kenilworth" (Bliss)
(4YA at 8.39 p.m.)
WEDNESDAY: J. P. McCall
(Peter Dawson), composer of
"Boots" (2YA at 8.20 p.m.)
THURSDAY: "Marche Slave"
(Tchaikovski) (1YA at 9.25
p.m.)
FRIDAY: "Trial by Jury’ (Sulli-
van) (2YA at 9.48 p.m.)
SATURDAY: "The Street Singer’(Arthur Tracy) (3YA at 8.9
p.m.)
Recorded Personalities in Carica-ture (13): Jack Payne, dance band

leader

FOR BETTER LISTENING
Keep. your radio in top-notch condition by putting any necessary

' repairs in the hands of an expert.
The names listed below are those of reputable dealers who specialise
in high-class repait work.

WHANGAREI
Birchalls Ltd. Bank St. Phone 2612

AUCKLAND
Johns Ltd., Chancery St. Phone 47-054

ONEHUNGA
W. H. Potter Ltd. Phones 12-763-12-771

OTAHUHU
Hunter’s Radio Service Co, Phone 168M

| HUNTLY
Malcolm's Radio Service, Main St. Phone 80

NGARUAWAHIA
P. J. Posha, Electrician. Phone 10W, Te Akau

HAMILTON
Anchor and Co., Ltd., Ward St. Phone 2143

MORRINSVILLE
Bert Robson. Phone 3885S

PUTARURU
J. J. Laskey. Phones: 149M, Res. 1495

TAURANGA
Bay of Plenty Electrical Eng. Co. Phone 402

TE KUITI
‘E. A. Jonassen. Phones: 78S, Res. 78M

GISBORNE
Clare and Jones, Ltd., Peel St. Phone 1406

MANAIA
E. G. Lambert. Phones 86M: Res, 118

WANGANUI
Dobbs Bros. 165 Victoria Av.

TAKAPAU
May’s Radio Service. Phone 1 Day, 51 Night

FEILDING
McLeod and Svendsen Ltd. Phone 364

PALMERSTON NORTH
Berryman’s Music Warehouse. Phone 5154

CARTERTON
C. K. Goodin. Phone 72M

OTAKI
E. J. Cook. Phone 146M

UPPER HUTT
J. H. Brown, Main Rd. Phone 63M

LOWER HUTT
Lind's Radio House, High St. Phone 60-689

PETONE
Len Jenness, Jackson St. Phone 63-433

WELLINGTON
B. Horrobin, Cambridge Tce. Phone 50-926

NELSON:
Wilkins & Field Ltd. Hardy St. Phs. 30 & 424

BLENHEIM
Thomson’s Music Shop

GREYMOUTH
Robert Francis, Ltd. Phone 738

OAMARU
G. T. Gillies, Thames St. Phone 1347

DUNEDIN
Ultimate Agency, 135 Rattray St. Ph. 14-233

INVERCARGILL
Aitchisons Ltd., Dee Street. Phone 638

—


