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JUST OFF THE PRESS

WITH GOD AT SEA

ESCAPE TO THE SEA: THE AD-
VENTURES OF FRED REBELL.
With Fourteen Illustrations, Intro-
duction by Richard Hughes. John
Murray

Some men are born lucky, and some
to be the children of God. Mr, Rebell
is both. On the last day of 1931 he set
off from Sydney to Los Angeles in an
eighteen-foot open racing boat without
any previous experience of sailing, and
with no more krnowledge of navigation
than he had been able to pick up, in
a ridiculously brief period, in the Syd-
ney Public Library. His charts were
two pencil copies of maps¢ in an out-
of-date atlas, his instruments a sextant
made out of hoop-iron and a hack-saw
blade, two cheap watches functioning as
a chronometer, and an alarm clock con-
verted into a patent log. Boat and instru-
ments cost £25, but he arrived, in the
strength of the Lord, one year and one
week after he set out.

Unbelievers will call it luck, but he
himself calls it the hand of God. For
this is not merely a story of seaman-
ship — one of the most extraordinary
since Xupe’s, It is a spiritual pilgrimage
as well. He left Australia partly be-
cause he was uneiriployed, partly be-
cause he owed money, partly because
he had been unlucky in love, partly be-
cause he wanted to come to terms with
his Creator. This he does do, after some
struggles, and questionings, and realistic
tests, and when he says good-bye in
California he has travelled all the way
from scepticism and indifference to Holy
Rolling, ¥f he is mad, he says, it is a
good kind of madness, but if there is
one soul astray in the “ Valley of Des-
pair,” his book may show the way out.
For that reason, and that only, he asks
God to grant his final prayer — that
his MSS will find a publisher. This most
attractive volume is the proof that God
does.

MAKING N.Z.

THE FOREST AND THE MOUN-
TAINS., Nos. 9 and 10 of Making
New Zealand. Edited by E. H. Mc~
Cormick. Published by Department
of Internal Affairs.

If there is one blot in our history book
that has soaked through the pages' to
spoil the view as we turn from the first
chapter to the second, it is the blot of
careless deforestation. Number 9 of the
pictorial surveys is primarily concerned
with the problem of bare land left to
us by our too energetic forefathers.

Statistically, our crime against the
land has amounted to cutting, by more
than half, the twenty-seven and a-half
million acres we owned in 1850. Some-

' Guide to the Latest Books

thing has been done to arrest the fire
and the axe in their costly attack on
our trees (and our birds, our seil, our
grass, sheep, and crops). In National
Parks we preserve in forest eighteen and
a-half per cent. of the superficial area
of the country. This is still some seven
per cent short of the minimum require-
ments for safety, It is something, how
ever, even if it has been saved from
the timber miil and the sheepman for
the sake of the deer, the chamois, and
the thar, and the eternal dammnation of
all acclimatisation societies, Thers is still
much to be done. We can do most by
becoming tree-minded. A. H. McLintock’s.
matter-of-fact text and J. D. Pascos’s
arrangement of photographs will en-
courage us.

In No. 10 of the series, a less utili-
tarian crusade is featured, Mr. Pascoe is
in this case responsible for both the
letterpress and the lay-out, and has
brought to his work the enthusiasm of a
man for his hobby. The story is a brief

tale of early exploration, the rise and

fall and rise again of the Alpine Club,
and then the great rush of enthusiasm
which came with the rise in the last
ten years of the Canterbury Mountain-
eering Club. But for the mountaineer,
this story, already known, is unimportant
beside the photographs. These, it must
be stated, had all the bold artistic possi-
bilities of first-class alpine photography.
But someone has been too bold. In some,
instead of snow, there is white paint,
in a sadly unsuccessful attempt to im-
prove on Nature with the brush of the
retoucher. But the others, and even
these, will satisfy all those laymen who
believe, sacrilegiously, that mountains
are only rock and snow. Most of the
plates are a perfect combination of the
twin arts of printing and photography.

A Sound Investment!

Your spare time is your own. Invest
some of it in an I.C.S, Course of train-
ing and acquire knowledge that will
give vou s better position snd more
money. Thousands of I.C.8S. students
bave reached the top of the tree—why
not YOUu?

Building Contractor Radio Engineer
Concrete Engineer Journalism
Structural Eng. Poster Drawing
Accountancy Welding
Matriculation General Education

Withoiit obligation, the I.C.S. wil}
help and advise you. Write to-day
for Free Prospectus, stating the subject
in which you wish to get on.

INTERNATIONAL
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS

Dept. L, 182 Wakefloid 8t., Wellington
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