“ The Listener,”

BOYS AND GIRLS

The grown-ups have pages about their own programmes in other parts of

so here is a corner specially for boys ond girls. f you want

to see what features are being broadcast for you each week, watch this page.
Here, too, we give you items of news about the programmes.

SOME CLEVER CHILDREN

(From a talk by “ Ebor” in the 2YA Children’s Hour}

; HEN children are very, very
clever we sometimes call them
prodigies — and it is about
prodigies I want to tell you

something in this talk.

There is a story of one of our great-
est violinists, who as a boy of seven was
so clever at music that he came under
the notice of the Queen of Spain. Of
course, no one would dream of being
presented to a queen after having
played to her without having some clear
idea of what one had to say. So this
little boy was told that he must tell her
majesty, if she asked him how he was
getting on with his musie, that he had
spent two months preparing the recital
for her, and that he was seven years
old. At the end of the little concert
which passed off without a hitch, the
boy was taken to where the queen sat
so that he could be presented and
thanked. And sure enough the queen did
ask him how he was getting on with his
music; and when the boy answered her
the whole court roared with laughter,
He very solemnly told her that he had
spent seven years preparing the recital
for her and he was only two months old!

Little Christian

Here is an example of a little German
boy who, although his life was tragically
short, is famous for all time among
students of child prodigies. His name
was Christian Heinecker, When little
Christian was only ten months old he
could speak every word which was said
to him. When he was two, he learned
geography and history, and learned to
speak Latin and French. At three he
studied religion and the history of the
church, and he was able, not only to
repeat what he read, but also to reason
things out, and say what he thought of
it all. The King of Denmark heard so
much about this wonderful child that
he asked to see him. So Christian was
taken to Copenhagen and he was ex-
amined before the court, and people

- said he was the most marvellous child
they had ever heard or seen. When he
went home, he learned to write, but by
this time he was already worn out and
the poor little chap fell ill and died at
the age of four years and three months.
Of tourse, his people should have known
better than to tax his little brain, be-
cause with care he might have grown to
be a brilliant man, .

The Italian poet Tasso spoke his first
words at the agé of six months. He was
so keen to get at his books that he used
to get up at four in the morning and
was taken to school by torchlight. He
could read, write, and speak fuently
both Greek and Latin by the time he
was seven, and delivered a public speech
at the age of eight. '

French Genius

The education of Pascal, the French
philosopher, was carefully watched over
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by his father. When this boy was ten
he knew as much Greek as a great many
university professors, but he was not
allowed to learn mathematics until he
had mastered his Latin. He kept on
asking, “ What are mathematics, daddy?”
until his father had to say something;
so young Blaise (which was Pascal’s
christian name) was put off with a
vague answer and told, “My boy, you
must put all ideas of mathematics out

the every-day sounds that he heard all
round him, in terms of musical keys.
Let me explain. He used to say it
thundered in G, or that the wind
whistled in D, or the clock chimed in
B Minor, and the kettle sang in some
other key. When Frederick was four
years old he was sitting between two
young ladies at table. His father, having

a bad cold, led him to say: “Only think |

of it, Papa blows his nose in G!”

THE “ SNAKE OF SNAKES

F any of you have ever lived in
Australia you'll know how good it is
to be in a country without snakes.
Although one doesn't really hear cf
many fatal cases of snake bite, there is
always that lurking fear to spoil every
outing and picnic and even the before-
bedtime romp in the grass.
They're not all poisonous, of course,
and some are very beautiful—especially
the four- or five-foot tree snake whose

ONE of the cleverest children who ever lived was Mozart, the composer. When

he was only six he toured the courts of Europe and astonished everyone with

his wonderful playing. He was even knighted at 14! This old picture shows
him playing before a crowd of nobles and their ladies

of your head until you have done your
Latin.” And what do you think the boy
went and did? He invented geometry for
himself, drawing the figures on the wall
of his bedroom and inventing. the terms
by which he worked out his problems.
He got as far as the thirty-second
Proposition much on the lines of Euclid
~—of whom he had never even heard—
when his father found out what he was
up to, and was so surprised and really
awed by it all that he forgot to scold
the boy for disobeying orders.

We are told that when Jeremy Ben-
tham was three his favourite book was
Johnson's Dictionary, and at the age of
seven he sent long letters to his tutor
in Latin, in which there was never even
one mistake!

Musical Nose-Blowing

If we were to talk about the musical
prodigies we would be here all night, but
before 1 stop I rmust tell you about Sir
Frederick Qusley, whose story, like all
I have’ told you, is to the best of my
knowledge, as true as it is strange.

When he was a baby and. was teething
he stopped crying as soon as he- heard
a tune being plgyeéd on' the piano. A.
year or two later he always spoke of

skin takes on the pale patchy lovely
colours of the gum trunks and boughs he
lives in,

In countries where there are snakes
there are also lizards. In Australia there
are many kinds, from the small fierce
hissing “ frill neck ” to the great friendly
iguana.

In South America the iguana is a
great snake-killer. He simply beats upon
them as they pass with his powerful tail.
I have a friend who saw one beat till
he was tired and nothing happened. The
reason was that his “snake” was made
of flax—and forty feet long!

This is how it was. The man was out
riding, looking after his cattle, and he
had his great. lasso—a forty-foot rope—
trailing on the ground behind him.
Presently he passed a large iguana sound
asleep. The rustle of the rope through
the grass woke the great lizard and in
a moment he had sprung upon it and
was beating it soundly with his tail.

Of course, the rope didn’t mind in the
least and just went on quietly trailing
after the horse and rider. When the
iguana had beat four or five yards of it
he was too exhausted to go on, He just
stayed still with his head upraised in
astonishment blinking after the endless

For Your Entertainment:
SUNDAY

1YA: 5.30p.m. Children’s Song Ser-
vice
5.30 pm. Childrer’s Song Ser-

vice, conducted by Uncle Wil-
liam, assisted by children from

2YA:

Lyall Bay Baptist Sunday
School

3YA: 530pm. Children's Song Ser-
vice

4YA: 530pm. Big Brother Bill's
Song Service

MONDAY

2YA: 5pm, Ebor talks on “Oid
English Custons” .

3YA: S5pm. Stamp Club

4YA: 5pm. Nature Night
3ZR: S5p.m. Story of Black Beauty

TUESDAY
2YA: 5pm. Relay from British
Court at Exhibition, conducted
by Uncle Jasper. Special talk
by Mr. Meadmore

3YA: Spm. Tiny Tot's Corner

4YA: 5pm. Mr. Swim Man

2YH: 545 pm. David and Dawn
and the Sea-Fairies

4YZ: 5.30 p.m. David and Dawn in
Fairyland

WEDNESDAY

2YA: Spm. Sunrays and Harmo-
waiians at Exhibition Studio

4YA: 5pm. Travel Man

4YZ: 530p.m. Coral Cave

THURSDAY

2YA: 5pm. Uncle Peter's Games
Night

3YA: 5pm. Kiwi Club and Rain-
bow Man

4YA: 5pm. Mouth Organ Band
and Mr. Stampman

2YH: 545p.m. Coral Cave

3ZR: 5p.m. David and Dawn in

Fairyland

From the ZB Stations

Children's Session every day at
5 pun. (except Saturday).

Uncle Tom and his Children’s
Choir, Sunday at 11 am. from
2ZB, 32ZB and 4ZB. 9 am. from
- 1ZB.

“The Lone Ranger,” all sta-
tions at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
Thursday and Saturday.

4YZ: 5.30 p.m. David and Dawn in
Fairyland
FRIDAY .
1YA: 5pm. David and Dawn in
Fairyland

talks on

2YA: 5pm. Andyman

“ Origin of Salt”

3YA: 5pm. Niccolo and Puzzle Pie
"4YA: 5pm. Botany Ciub

3ZR: S5p.m. Richard the Lion-Heart

4YZ: 5.30 pm. Mystery Island

SATURDAY
2YA: 5pm. Tawa Flat Harmonica
Band
2YH: 5.45pm.

Westward Ho!_

“Snake of snakes” that simply would
not be killed!

I expect descendants of that iguana
still tell the tale to their young ones
in that part of the American Pampasl!
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