
ATTEMPT ON WORLD RECORD
FOR FOUR-MILE RELAY

(Continued from page 38)
Otago Again

Another miler was coming up on
Otago’s long list of fine mile runners
while all this was going on. T. Allen
was making the grade. He went close to
record times but had. not then learnt
to time his laps eifectively.
Pullar was s.ill climbing. With the
Olympic nominations still in the argu-
mentative air he cracked 4 mins, 2J
secs. for the mile with a flashing race
on Dunedin’s Caleaonian Ground in
1936. With A. R. Geddes 5U yards in
front at the start, he ticked round the
course to win in the wonderfully regular
lap times of 1 min. 3 secs., 1 min, 6
secs., 1 min. 6 secs., and 1 min. 3 secs.
Now, at last, he was in the class of Rose
and McLachlan. McLachlan had pre-
viously been the only New Zealand
runner (excluding Lovelock) to share
with Rose the honour of getting down
below those last important 20 seconds.At a club meeting Allen beat Pullar
in the half-mile with 1 min. 572 secs.

Rose Record Rocks
When Pullar cut his time for the mile
to 4 mins. 14% secs. in 1937, Allen was
third, and second was A. R. Wilson, an-
other miler who was joining New Zea-
lands small army of distance runners.
On a dead track in Auckland Wilson
and Pullar fought out one of the races
of the century. Rose’s record was blow-
ing in the breeze, For international
events, Wilson was out. He was a re-
instated professional.
That was the year of the visit from
K. Murakoso, Japanese Olympic repre-
sentative. It was also the year when we
looked for a successor to Lovelock.
Pullar was named. Boot was named.
Boot was also bracketed with Theo.
Allen in the half-mile field. But Allen
was still interested in the mile and beat
Pullar by 10 yards in a meeting used
by the Otago Centre to display their
selections for the Empire Games trialsin Wellington. Another indication of the
amount of talent available over distancesfrom the half-mile upwards was the fact
that A. R. Geddes came back at that
meeting to lower Pullar’s best time for
the three miles. Not long afterwards,Pullar reversed the places when he met
Allen in another mile.
It was hard to hold a lead againstthe athlete whose performance at Auck-
land with Wilson had included the third
fastest second half a mile run from the
time when W. G. George held the world
tecord in 1886. Lovelock and Glenn
Cunningham were the only two runnersto cover the last two laps in better
time.

It Was Boot
But precedence was still anybody’s.
Both Pullar and Allen went to Australia
for the Empire Games, but it was Boot
who turned in the New Zealanders’
record of 4 mins. 12 3/10 secs. for
Rose’s distance, and Boot who set an
Empire record for the half-mile. And it
was Boot again who outpaced Back-
house when the Australian visited New
Zealand last year.

But... . it was Pullar who won the
National Championships mile from Bootat Napier, with 4 mins. 20 secs.

This Season
This season all four have obviously
been working for the events of this
month. They’ve lost some races, and
won some. Their times have not been
remarkable (this is written betore the
Centennial Championships).
If they are in form that record should
go. Allen and Matthews are fast. Boot
and Pullar should be considerably faster.
They may not have to, but they should
be able to leave the other two with
sufficient leeway in time to bring the
average below 4 mins. 19 secs.

Pullar, at the end of January, was in
need of at least one hard race to sharpenhim up. Boot believed he was in trim.
But he was also in camp. Allen and
Matthews, in the South Island, had been
running into form.

"esThere are some "ifs" and " buts."
Not many.
The quartet is about the best that
could be selected for the purpose, in
spite of arguments to the contrary. There
are several others approaching the same
class; but these four have the credit of
initiating the idea and deserve to be
left alone to work it out.
To the home of Oakley and Rose
they will go on February 17 to race
on the fastest track in New Zealand.
Tree shaded, tree sheltered, slightly
banked, firm, but springy enough after
recent rains, the Masterton track will
be the ideal course for the attempt.
It was put down years ago, and no
one in Masterton now seems to know
just what cunning went into its making
to give it that extra speed. But speedit certainly has, This month it may see
something it has not seen before.

HOW MUCH DID
YOU KNOW?
Here are the answers to the
questions on page 19.
SUNDAY: Wilhelm Backhaus,
pianist (1YA at 3.30 p.m.)
MONDAY: Golliwog’s Cake
Walk (Debussy) (3YA at 8.18
p.m.)
TUESDAY: Dicky Bird Hop
(Gourley) (4YA’s dinner music)
WEDNESDAY: William Wilkie
Collins, author of "The Moon-
stone" (2YA at 10.1 p.m.)
THURSDAY: Feodor Chaliapin,
bass (4YA at 9.28 p.m.)
FRIDAY: Arthur Rubinstein,
pianist (4YA at 9.25 p.m.)
SATURDAY: Elsie and Doris
Waters, comediennes (2YA at
8.24 p.m.)
Recorded Personalities in Cari-
cature (6): Charlie Kunz, pianist

FOR BETTER LISTENING
Keep your radio in top-notch condition by putting any necessary

sppeize in the
hands of an expert.

he names listed below ate those of reputable dealers who specialise
in high-class repair work.

WHANGAREI
Birchalis Ltd., Bank St. Phone 2612

DARGAVILLE
Birchalls Ltd. Phone 307

AUCKLAND
Johns Ltd., Chancery St. Phone 47-054

ONEHUNGA
W. H. Potter Ltd. Phones 12-763-12-771

OTAHUHU
Hunter’s Radio Service Co. Phone 168M

HUNTLY
Malcolm’s Radio Service, Main St. Phone 80

"NGARUAWAHIA
P. J. Posha, Electrician. Phone 10W, Te Akau

HAMILTON
Anchor and Co., Ltd., Ward St. Phone 2143

|

MORRINSYVILLE
Bert Robson. Phone 3885S

PUTARURU
J. J.. Laskey. Phones: 149M. Res. 1495

TAURANGA
Bay of Plenty Electrical Eng. Co. Phone 402

TE KUITI
E A. Jonassen. Phones: 78S. Res. 78M

GISBORNE
Clare and Jones, Ltd., Peel St. Phone 1406

MANAIA
E. G. Lambert. Phones 86M: Res. 118

; WANGANUI
Dobbs Bros. 165 Victoria Av.

TAKAPAU
May’s Radio Service. Phone 1 Day, 51 Night|

FEILDING
McLeod and Svendsen Ltd. Phone 364

PALMERSTON NORTH
Berryman’s Music Warehouse. Phone 5154

CARTERTON
C. K. Goodin. Phone 72M

OTAKI
E. J. Cook. Phone 146M

UPPER HUTT
J. H. Brown, Main Rd. Phone 63M

LOWER HUTT
Lind’s Radio House, High St. Phone 60-689

PETONE
Len Jenness, Jackson St. Phone 63-433

WELLINGTON
B. Horrobin, Cambridge Tce. Phone 50-926

NELSON
Wilkins & Field Ltd. Hardy St. Phs. 30 & 424
| BLENHEIM

Thomson's Music Shop

GREYMOUTH
Robert Francis, Ltd. Phone 738

CHRISTCHURCH
Chas Begg & Co., Manchester St. Ph. 31076

TIMARU
Chas. Begg & Co., 200 Stafford St. Ph. 132

OAMARU
G. T. Gillies, Thames St. Phone 1347

DUNEDIN
Ultimate Agency, 135 Rattray St. Ph. 14-233

INVERCARGILL
Aitchisons Ltd., Dee Street. Phone 638

"Where the Devil’s Australia?"
Currently doing the rounds in London
musical circles is a story about Sir
Thomas Beecham and his visit to Aus-
tralia in June. The peppery old music-
ian is reported saying: " Australia?
Australia?) Where the devil’s Australia?"
To those who have heard some of
the choice stories about Beecham (and
many of them are far too choice to
print!), his query is possible. Recently
he startled the world by telling a Covent
Garden audience which chattered
through the overture to one of his
operatic performances, to "shut up!"
Inheriting wealth from his father, who
won money and a, baronetcy from a
popular patent medicine, Sir Thomas
has thrown his whole energy and re-
sources into keeping opera, and music
generally, alive in England. More than
most he has brought recognition to Lon-
don as a musical centre. And although
his wit is sometimes caustic and crush-
ing, he has served as inspiration for
many a struggling artist.
Sir Thomas is to conduct five con-
certs in Sydney, and you should find it
well worth while tuning in when these
are broadcast,

PLANTS AND SEEDS FOR SALE
AUTUMN Hints on cultivationBulbs,Vege-tables and Flowers: Coloured monthly
magazine posted free. Write to-day.

GrIFFITHS' Nurseries;Mt.Eden., Auckland:
ANEMONES and Ranunculus, Giant Exhibletion Strain: Guaranteed Bulbs; beautifulcolours:1/- doz-,50 for3/-100 for,6/-GrifFITHS' Nurseries,Mt. Eden:,Auckland:
AROMATIC Hyacinths in cholce mixed col-ours: 6/ doz. Prize Daffodil8, 2/6 doz:GrifFITHS' Nurseries,Mt.Eden:,Auckland-
BEAUTIFUL Tulips, Giant Darwin strain:Fine assortment; guaranteed. 5/ doz, 60for 18/-, posted. Griffith8' Nurseries;Mt. Eden:,Auckland:

NEW ZEALAND

LISTENER

ADVERTISING RATES:
Casual: 7/- per Single Column inch per insertion,
Classified and Miscellaneous Advertisements:
Business Notices, etc.
20 words, 3/-. 2d per word thereafter with no

reduction any period.
Contract: Terms for Fixed Space_ At Willcontracts on @pplication to tyManager, ""New Zealand Rey 2
1070, Wellington, N.&


