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But the principal failing occurred in the sailing,

And the Bellman, perplexed and distressed.

Said he had hoped at least, when the wind
bjew due East

Tha. the ship would not travel due West.

OR Selwyn Baker, however,

Wellington’s new Bellman at

the Carillon Tower in Buckle
Street—there was no doubt as to
which way his ship was going. Tt
took him straight from a position
as church organist at St. Chad's, Christ-
church, to the Malines School for
Cariilonists in Belgium, where for two
years he studied the art
of campanology under
Professors Staf Nees and
Jef van Hoof.

Mr. Baker got his op-
portunity to study caril-
lon playing when at the
end of the war he saw
an advertisement asking
for applications for the
position of carillonist at
Wellington. After play-
ing test pieces on the
organ, he was selected
from the 12 or 15 hope-
fuls who applied, and his
extensive war service
{nearly four years with
the 5th Brigade, 2nd
NZEF) helped to win
him a rehabilitation bur-
sary to study at Malines,
the world centre of caril-
lon playing. Previously,
he said in an interview
with The Listener last
week, he had been
church organist for 12
years at St. John's,
Woolston, and St. Chad’s.
But the peal of bells in
Christchurch had always
attracted him, and when
his opportunity came, he
took it.

His two years’ course

of study in Belgium Pri

SELWYN BAKER at the keyboard of the University
of Michigan carillon. With him is Professor Percival

accession of Queen Juliana. Later he was !
invited to tour the United States and !
Canada by Professor Percival Price of !
the University of Michigan, who had
heard him play in Belgium. He gave a !
total of 18 recitals in America, he said, |
including one on the Ottawa Carillon, !
on which the Wellington Carillon is
modelled. In addition, one of the con-
certs he gave was recorded and Ilater
broadcast.

“You might think that carillon playing
is more fatiguing than organ playmg,

ce, the University carillonist

was not an easy one,

he said. The students had to report
every day to the Carillon Schopl for
practice, and on Saturdays and Mondays
they were allowed to practise on the
, carillon proper. Professor Staf Nees, who
taught them the art of playing, was a
professor of the organ at, the famous
Lemmons Institute, as well as being city
carillonist at Malines. Professor van
Hoof was an expert in harmony and
composition, and taught them how to
arrange music for the carillon. At the
end of their course an examination was
held in St. Rombold’s Cathedral, the
jury consisting of directors from the
conservatoires of Holland and Belgium,
and the diplomas were awarded by the
Mayor of Malines at the City Hall. Mr.
Baker said that he was one of the few
students in recent years to win_his dip-
loma with distinction.

* American Visi¢

He played at Amsterdam during the
Jubileq celebrations for Queen Wil-
helmina, he said, and also during the

he said, “and you would be right. It is:
only natural when you consider that the ;
‘keys’ are'punched with the side of the
hand (to which a small leather pad is
fitted) and that the depth of the stroke
is about four inches.”

One hour was about the limit of en-
durance for any recital. Carillon play-
ing was also more difficult than organ
playing, since there were two keyboards
for the hands and one for the feet (the
pedalboard). Those listening to the belis
would hear the music best at a distance
of about 500 feet from the fower, he
said. Beyond that distanece the music
was liable to be distorted by the ele-
ments, especially in a city like Welling-
ton, where there were relatively few
days completely free from wind.

Selwyn Baker recently described how
he became a carillonist, and told listen-
ers something about the mystery of his
unusual occupation, in a radic interview
which was broadcast by 2YA.,
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There’s a toughness, a permanence about Berger

B.P. Its high gloss finish and its clean durable colour
gwe long lasting protection to your home—a perfect
insurance against depreciation. Know i
what you're getting-—insist :
on Berger B.P.

Toy KIT SETS that
can be made up by
anyone, Everything

supplied to complete
them, as illustrated.

DIANNE THE DOLL. This attractive
toy is a favourite and you will get
a real thrill in moking ‘up the KIT
SET. Notural moulded velour face,
real hair, body, frock and bonnet
of finest quality fadeless material,
Hygienic filling. Available in two
sizes,

15 inches high, 8/6 post paid.

13 inches high, post paid.

LARGE JOINTED TEDDY. A life-time
toy that severy kiddy just loves, This
easy-to-moke KIT SET contgins the
cuddly lambs’ woo! ports, pre cut-glass S
eyes-—hygienic stuffing-—speciol needles for easy sewing, etc., ond
is accompanied by well illustrated instructions.
Available in blue, pink, white, golden or fawn. The shop article
costs pounds . , . . the complete kit set, 18 inches hig

POST PAID,

~SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED -— ORDER NOW tRoM
HOMECRAFT ASSEMBLIES
P.O. Box 1042, Christchurch (404 Worcester St.)
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