Engineers Plan Coverage Tests in 1950

O one whose business it is to
supply things to people—
least of all those who sup-

-ply entertainment——can afford to

be ignorant ‘about what people

:want and how they want it. The

: NZBS is always anxious to know how its

; programmes are being received from

i both the technical and entertainment

i points of view. To assist the Service in

! securing this information, engineers and

technicians will undertake next year one

of their most important tasks since the
first broadcasting station was opened in

New Zcaland. The Engineering Division

will make what it calls a “survey of field

strength,” which means that radio con-
ditions all over the Dominion will be
tested to check on the technical results
| of the increased power of transmitters

‘and to see how far the improvement

. plans have been effective. The engineers

_will also find out what remains to be

. done and the NZBS will then be in a
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The bigger, more colourful 68-
page '‘Home Journal” will be,
throughout the year, a constant
reminder of your friendship and
good wishes—and the 12-months
gift will cost you only a 4/-
Postal Note.

There’s plenty of interesting
stories and articles on decorating,
designing, cooking and other ab-
sorbing home-making features:

i travelling,

i position to consider a revision of its
; programme policy.

! When the data have been assembled
" they will facilitate final decisions on
i programme patterns. Widening the lis-
|teners‘ choice, for example, is one acb-
! ject. Stations may carry differently de-
signed types of programmes and come
to be identified with them.

The survey, which will probably take
not less than year, will cover the results
reached when all the new transmitters
that have been planned are operating at
their full power.

Although it will involve a great deal
of careful research and many miles of

the equipment required is
. compact and comparatively simple. It is

*a highly sensitive calibrated radio re-
i ceiver, and, as it must be easily port-

able, it occupies about as much space
as an ordinary attache case. The engin-
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W. L. HARRISON, NZBS Chief En

gineer, whose Division will test station
coverage next year

eers will seek out positions well clear of
power and telephone lines which can
cause errors in measurement of strength.
When in country districts they will
travel along highroads and tributary
roads, halting at regular intervals to
make their tests. In the cities and towns
they will take their measurements in
sports grounds, parks and other open
spaces. .

Having completed the field work, the
Division will then prepare coverage
maps showing the signal strengths given
by all the 26 or so stations and these in
turn will give information about tha
propagating of radio waves over differs
ent parts of the New Zealand terrain.

a unique pattern service with pat-
terns cut to INDIVIDUAL meas-
urements, authoritative *
mothercraft articles, a ,
‘ready-to-assemble furni-
ture service, and at least
two full length knitting
and crochet patterns
every month.

- Elephaiit at the Microphone |

NO GIFT'COULD -
" BE MORE
PERMANENT

AND

PLEASURABLE!

N Z HOME JOURNAL, P.O BOX 885, CHRISTCHURCH

POST
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‘1 enclose Postal Note for 4/-. Please send the "N.Z. I
Home Journal’”’ every month for o year starfing with
the Christmas 1949 number, to

| Name

Only 41- Address l |
A Year " as a Chnistmas present from l
’ ) I | |
Post Free i WHEN HECTOR HARRISON (left), who is a circus tfrainer, was ihterviewed for

Month by Month

... or 4d Per Copy
from aoll Booksellers®

a 2Y A Christmas programme the other day, he brought a baby elephant fo the
studio with him. So a photograpt: was taken “for the record’-—on the assumption
that an elephant in a broadcasting studio represents some sort of record

| Your nome ond address will be shown as the sender on |
| the special Christmas wropper) L
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