
Your career-withQFuture
For keen young men with initiative and the ability t0 fit
Inwith the new outlook on trainlng, there is a really worth-
whilecareer in theRegularForce: There arevacancies in all
corps, offering a secure future and splendid opportunities
for advancement. A few of the vacancies are listed below
Suitable men will be trained as Instructors or as Tradesmen.
At the present time, men who have had some previous
military or trade training are particularly required:

INSTRUCTORS YEHICLE
WIRELESS MECHANICS
OPERATORS DRIVERS
CLERKS

COOKS
STOREMEN

STEWARDS
CARPENTERS

BUTCHERS

Rates of pay are fully up to clvilian standards,|with
speclalist, trade and marriage allowances: Your nearest
Army Officewill gladly supply detalls of pay andconditions,
and terms of enlistment, Or you can write t0 Army
Headquarters, Wellington.

JointheREGuLARFoRce
ARMY OFFICES at:

AUCKLAND 41 Rutland Street, C:1 41-966
PAEROA Wood Street 54
TAURANGA Dive Crescent 674
MORRINSVILLE Lorne Street 222
ROTORUA Amohau Street A.790
WHANGAREI Banks Street 2979
KAITAIA Commerce Street 205
DARGAVILLE Victoria Street 344
HAMILTON Knox Street 4780
WELLINGTON Buckle Street (GarrisonHall) 56-246
MASTERTON Lincoln Road 1356
WANGANUI Maria Place 3312,4979
MARTON Broadway 2494
TAIHAPE Tui Street 169
PALMERSTONNORTH Main Street East 7990
NAPIER 54 Coote Road 3321, 3322
GISBORNE 14 Fitzherbert Road 4236,4237
WAIROA Marine Parade 455
DANNEVIRKE 4 McPhee Street 2298
HASTINGS 208 Southampton Street 3540, 3549
HAWERA Princes Street 2373
NEWPLYMOUTH 133 Gill Street 2330,2331
NELSON 24 Harley Street 92
WESTPORT Henley Street 58
GREYMOUTH 80 Tainui Street 902
BLENHEIM Seymour Street 1302
CHRISTCHURCH 272 Montreal Street 38-280
ASHBURTON 48 Burnett Street 809
TIMARU 24 Barnard Street 280
DUNEDIN Bridgeman Street 14-337
OAMARU Itchen Street 1952
INVERCARGILL Victoria Avenue 314
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Editorial and Business Offices: 115 Lambton Quay, Wellington, C.1.
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Telegraphic Address: "Listener," Wellington,

Proper Words in Proper Places
HE head of a large British
company was reported re-
cently to have written for his

senior officers a pamphlet entitled
How to Write a Letter. His rules
for "succinct business letter writ-
ing" were based on brevity, ac-
curacy and simplicity. It is to be
hoped that notice will be taken
of them, not only by members of
his own staff, but by people else-
where in commercial and public
offices. Nor need the reforms be
confined to the writing of letters.
Why, for instance, should passen-
gers in buses be told not to "con-
verse" with the drivers when
"talk" gives the Anglo-Saxon
meaning? Why should it be said
that someone has "passed away"
when in fact he is dead? And why
is it so often assumed that all men
are gentlemen and all women are
ladies, or that people are not old-but merely "elderly".- until
they «have reached an almost
fabulous age? In the plain affairs
of life it should be possible to ex-
plain ourselves simply. The busi-
néssman who writes a letter, and
the public servant who writes a
memorandum, may both save
time and promote efficiency if
they use few and homely words.
Sometimes, of course; obscurity is
deliberate, since on delicate issues
it may seem wise or prudent to
remain ambiguous. The cult of
vagueness is not always followed
innocently. Moreover, even when
succinctness is desirable it can be
carried too far, and it is by no
means a substitute for all the lit-
erary virtues. In recent years we
have been much afflicted with
alphabetical titles. They are inten-
‘ded to be labels for groups and
activities, especially in inter-
national affairs, which otherwise
might have titles too cumbersome
to be remembered easily. Yet
how many. people really know
what is meant by such words as
Unesco, Corso, Unac, Ecosoc andTicer-to say nothing of FAO,
WHO and CCICMS? Much repe-
tition, and a fortunate construc-
tion which allows a word to slide

easily from the tongue-as in
Unesco and Corso-may help
people to gain a vague impression
of the functions and interests of
a body with one of these labels.
But conciseness can be just an-
other sort of vagueness when it
strips the flesh from words and
runs them together in rough alli-
ance. Even more dangerous can
be the exponent of literal and
accurate meaning when he strays
into literature. A translation of the.
Bible in Basic English may have
all the facts and thoughts (thoughsometimes only by using strange
constructions), but it loses the rev-
erence, the feeling of antiquity and
the human associations which sur-
vive in the noble archaisms of the
Authorised Version. Language isa living thing, and while it is grow-ing it is acquiring a symbolism ofexperien@e. "I remain, dear sir,"
may give pain to the author of
How to Write a Letter, and in
present-day usage it may be in-
congruous; but if we come upon
it in a collection of letters written
a hundred years ago we enjoy the
flavour of a period as we stand
attentively at the writer’s elbow.
Words may be used for different
reasons, and there are different
kinds of accuracy. A mood or a
scene is evoked imperfectly by
saying merely: "It was a day with-
out wind in Wellington." The poet,
certainly, will want to say more.
Perhaps it is enough to suggest
that business letters should not be.
written as if they were essays, and
that essays sometimes require
words with more than two
syllables. The use of language is
various, and although purification
is often necessary it cannot be dic-
tated or imposed from above un-
less something has been done in
the schools to improve standards
of speaking and writing. We sus-
pect that some strangely bald and
uncomfortable letters will be writ-
ten in the London offices where
support may no longer be takenfrom phrases which in. the past
have eased the: pangs of composi-tion.


