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‘ The German Requiem

BRAHMS stands in the front rank of
~ composers of choral music and part-
_songs, and among bis works in this de-
partment A German Requiem is unique,
in that it bears no resemblance to any
other requiem. It also has another claim
to attention, since it became swiftly
known and admired, and established
the composer’s general fame. The work

{ differs from ecclesiastical requiems in its
i use of freely chosen texts from the

Lutheran Bible instead of the familiar
liturgical Latin phrases of the Mass.
The opening chorus, Blessed are they
that go mourning, combines profound

: tenderness of mood with a perfect mas-

tery of polyphonic writing, while the
second number, All flesh is as the grass,
is a powerful and majestic section con-
ceded to be one of the greatest choruses
made (since Beethoven. New recordings
of the work were recently received by
the NZBS, and they will be broadcast
from 2YC at 9.0 p.m., this Sunday,
November 6. The performers are the
Choral Society of the Friends of Music,
‘with the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra
conducted by Herbert von Karajan,

On London’s Borders

UCKINGHAMSHIRE (Bucks for
short) is one of those south midland
counties of England where countryman
and townsman have worked out a plan

Asecme,

Stiffness
and muscles

Many of those aches, pains, stabs
snd rheumaticky tw&tglzs that
handicap both work and pleasure
may have & common origin—im-
purities left in the system as a
result of sluggish kidneys.

+ De Witt's Pills are specially
componnded to assist the kidneys
in their function of filtering waste
matter and so tleansing the blood- |.
stream of all impurities. It goes
without saying that this process of
filtration and elimination is vital to
the health of the whole body. De

for living happily together. Its area is
743 squgre miles and the land is largely
agricultural. But it is also a “dormitory”
where many thousands of London’s
business and professional men have
; their homes, so that they can indulge in
the pleasant habit of getting away from
it all. Bucks’ chief claim to fame is that
it possesses one of the most notable in-
stitutions of England-—Eton College. It
also has another—the complacent good
nature of the Buckinghamshire farmer,
who does mot object to his land being
ridden over by a hunt whose members
spend the rest of the week sitting in
city offices. A word-picture of Bucking-
hamshire and its people, written for the
BBC’s Overseas Service by Jack Har-
greaves and recorded by the BBC Tran-
scription Service, will be broadcast from
3YA at 840 p.m. on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 9, in the Looking at Britain series,

Potter-The-Otter

. leprechaun,

Taings To CoME

creatures is Elleston Trevor., and The
River Bandit was produced by Nan
Macdonalid,

The Reluctant Leprechaun
\VHEN Walt Disney snnounced on a
recent visit to Ireland that he was
looking for leprechauns to put in a new
film, some people weren't sure whether
he was joking or not. Leprechauns, of
course, do exist as vividly in the Irish
imagination as fairies, dragons, sand
ogres do in the minds of our own child-
ren—dnd one features prominently in
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the BBC play The Spell, a fantasy
based on the three wishes traditionally
granted by fairies for services rendered.
John Heraty and his wife sit, unknow-
ingly, on a fairy green. HMe captures a
trussing the little chap
firmly with a thread of wool from his
chest protector. In return for its free-
dom the leprechaun reluctantly agrees
to grant its captor's three wishes, And
what deces Mr. Heraty wish? Listeners
will find out if they tune in to 2YC at
9.0 p.m. on Thursday, November 10. An
interesting feature of the play is its inci-
dental music, written by Dr,  J. F, Lar-
chet. Professor of Music at the Nationsl
University of Ireland. It has been broad-
cast independently by the BBC as an
orchestral suite.

History of the Overture

N earliest time an overture bore little

resemblance to the work it preceded,
and as often as not the overture of one
opera would be played before the per-
formance of another. Overtures were
also used to open plays, oratorios, bal-
lets, or suites. Gluck was the first to
identify the overture with the opera it
prefaced, while Mozart went a step

ALSO WORTH NOTICE
MONDAY

1Y A, 2.30 p.m.: Beethgven’s “Leonora™
Overture,

3YA, 946 pm.: Play, “Far From the_
Land.”

TUESDAY

2YZ, 7.15 p.m.: Talk, “Geology in
NZ” : '

4Y A, 80 pm.: “Merrie England” Ex-
cerpts.

WEDNESDAY

2YA, ‘841
“Sylvia.”’

2XN, 9.4 pm.: Brass Band Music.

THURSDAY
1YC, 8.0 p.m.: Music by Bach.
3YZ, 9.30 p.m.: Play, *Caligula Ob-

p.m.: Ballet Music,

ERIDAY

2YA, 930 p.m.:
Band. !

2XA, 815 pm.: Wagner's “Siegfried
Idyil”

SATURDAY .
2YC, 7.0 p.m.: Pictures in Music.
4YC, 9.30 p.n.:. Beethoven's “Prome-
theus” Overture. s

SUNDAY
1YD, 5.0 pun.: Radio Bandstand.
_4YZ, 3.0 pan.: “Tapiola” Tone Poem.

Caledonian Pipe

further by introducing into it themes
from the opera itself. Further develop-
ments were made by Beethoven, Tchai-
kovski, and Wagner. The overture also
branched off in another direction, start- .
ing from the instrumental prelude,
which became popular.in Italy at the’
end of the 16th Century, and was known
as the Sinfonia (in England, Sym-
phony) or Toccate. Lully laid the foun-
dations of the classical symphony by
dividing this form into three parts,
creating the French Overture, which
was used extensively by Purcell and
Handel. Thus even at the end of the
18th Century those symphonies of
Haydn belonging to the Salomon set
were still called “Overtures.” A series of
programmes outlining the history of the
overtura starts from 2YA at 4.0 p.m. on
Thursday, November 10.

PRE-ELECTION BROADCASTS

J'HE list of Parliamentary candidates and the dates of broadcasts of their pre-
election addresses had not been completed in time for inclusion in “The Listener”

when the Iast issue went to press. Here is & list of the speakers yet to be heard:
Monday, November 7, Hon. C. F. Skinner (Labour), 2YA and one other YA or
YZ station, 8.0 p.m.; Tuesday, November 8, W. S. Goosman (National), 2YA and
a YA or YZ station, 8.0 p.m.; Friday, November 11, Hon. W. E. Parry (L), all YA
and YZ stations, 6.45 pm. to 7.0 p.m,, and J. T. Watts ( N), YA and YZ stations,
7.0 p.m. to 7.15 p.m.; Saturday, November 12, Hon. E, L. Cullen (L), YA and YZ
stations, 6.45 \p.m. to 7.15 p.m., and J. C. Henare (N), YA and YZ stations, 7.15
pm, to 7.45 p.m.; Monday, November 14, K. J. Holyoake (N), 2YA and another
YA or YZ station, 8.0 p.m.; Tuesday, November 15, Hon. A, H. Nordmeyer (L),
2Y A and another YA or YZ station, 8.0 p.m.; Friday, Novernber 18, Mrs. G, H.
Ross (N), all YA and YZ stations, 6.45 p.m. to 7.0 p.m., dnd A. C. Baxter (L), YA
and YZ stations, 7.0 p.m. to 7.15 p.m.; Saturday, November 19, R. M. Algie (N),
all YA and YZ stations, 6.45 p.m. to 7.15 p.m., and Hon. M. B. Howard (L), YA~
and YZ stations, 7.15 p.m. to 7.45 p.n.; Monday, November 21, Hon. W. Nash }
(L), 2YA and another YA or YZ station, 8.0 p.m.; Tuesday, November 22, W,
Sullivan (N), 2Y A and another YA or YZ station, 8.0 p.m.; Friday, November 25,
Hon. F. Hackett (L), all YA and YZ stations, 6.45 p.m. to 7.0 p.m., and J. R.
Hanan (N), YA and YZ stations, 7.0 pm. to 7.15 p.m.; Saturday, November 26,
Hon, E. T, Tirikatens (L), 8ll YA and YZ stations, 645 p.m. to 7.15 pm., and W.

Witt’s Pills also have a soothing
and cleansing action

LD Stripe the Badger, Potter-the-
on the urinary !
channels.

Otter, Digger Mole, and the other
;folk who live in Deep Wood down by
! Wild River are great favourites with
: listeners to the Children's Hour in the
t BBC North Region. Listeners to 4YZ's
¢ Children's Hour will be able to hear
some of their adventures in the BBC
serial The River Bandit, which starts at
4.30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 8, In
this’ story Stripe, Potter, and Company
are faced with trouble right from the
start, Potter's water-wheel has been
smashed and his boat stolen; Digger’s
vegetable garden has been laid waste;
and the lantern has disappeared from
where it used to hang outside Stripe's

36 and 6/6
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Witts

can be used with every confidence

A product of E. C. D WITT & Co. (N.Z.) Led,
% Herbart Street, Wellington, New Zaalamd
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beech-tree home. It's all very strange,
so strange in fact that it takes six
thrilling instalments to clear up the mys-
. tery. The @&reator of these engaging

J. Broadfoot (N), YA and YZ stations, 7.15 pan. to 7.45 p.m.; Monday, November
28, S. G. Holland (N), all YA and YZ stations, 8.0 p.m., and Tuesdsy, November
29, Hon. Peter Fraser (L), all YA and YZ stations, 8.0 p.m.
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