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Film Reviews, byJno.

TWO PAIRS OF FEET
THE BARKLEYS OF
BROADWAY
(M.G.M.)
RED ASTAIRE and Ginger
Rogers are together again in
this M.G.M. silver jubilee
song-and-dance number and_ it
would be strange, I suppose, if
something of the nostalgic anni-
versary atmosphere did not attach itself
to the stars themselves. It must be close
on a decade since I last saw them chas-
ing the flying hours with glowing feet-and none of us can be as spry as he
was 10 years ago-but it must be con-
ceded that they have conserved their
energy to a remarkable degree. Maybe
the pas de deux are shorter than they
were-certainly there don’t seem to be
so many of them-but the footwork is
as neat as ever and there is still enough
vigour in the routines to draw a twinge
of sympathetic backache from the im-
pressionable filmgoer.
And that is about as much as I can
honestly say in praise of The Barkleys
of Broadway. In spite of the stars, the
sleek sets, Oscar Levant, Tchaikovski,
and Technicolor-and after making
allowance for unrealised (and unrealis-
able) expectations-it is still nothing to
make a song and dance about.I was the more disappointed because
this is the kind of production which the
Americans normally handle well. Their
cameramen have a smoothly efficient
technique, their rather theatrical use of
colour isn’t out of place in this setting,
their scriptwriters can usually be relied
on to turn out fast, entertaining dia-
logue, and the whole show generally
moves at a brisk pace which effectively

diverts attention from the slightness of
the story. The Barkleys, unfortunately,
has a sort of silver jubilee, middle-aged
spread about it. It rambles on, and on;it depends too much on an indifferent
and overworked plot and too little on
the simpler elements of spectacle and
movement. Even Oscar Levant seems
affected by the sluggish tempo. His wit
lacks edge and he hammers his way
through his quota of Tchaikovski as if
doggedly determined to give the cash-
customers at least something to remem-
ber him by. Not even Astaire himself
is free from the hoodoo. His best piece,
a solo dance to the tune "I’ve Got Shoes
With Wings On," is likely to be spoiled
for many filmgoers here by inevitable
(and invidious) comparison with the
Red Shoes ballet. Some improvement
might have been made if another 1,000
feet of the film had been left on the
cutting-room floor, and Durante would
have been a better asset in the circum-
stances than Levant. As it stands, The
Barkleys barely makes: the grade.

BAROMETER
MAINLY FAIR: "The Barkleys ofBroadway."
FAIR: "The Adventures of Don
Juan."

THE ADVENTURES OF
DON JUAN
(Warner Broé8.)
OLLYWOOD’S Don Juan not only
provides us with a pleasant and
amusing variation on the standard for-
mula for costume pieces (after all, why
fall back on a hussy every time?), it
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"THE LISTENER" CROSSWORD
(Solution No. 467)

Clues Across
. Desperate enterprises.
. Tug a spear (anag.)
. Cephalalgy.
. Achilles was vulnerable here.
The bone of contention between Tweedle-
dum and \Tweedledee.
. Signed in a pattern.
. If broken, this signifies something not to
be relied on.
. Single block of sténe as a pillar.
Saxon pine (anag.)
Communist mail day?

Clues Down
. Frivolous creature.
. Stole cab for this race?
Go hunt for nothing at all.
. Egg-shaped or elliptical closed curve.. Palindromic animal.
. Practice of doing good to one’s eanie
. A priest hides a Spanish coin.
. Omission of a vowel or a syllable in pro-
nunciation.
. Stony meteorite.
. No nets (anag.)
. Iridescent stone.
. The night before the morning after?
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