“*“Jockey's™ the Sports’ Shorts for swim-

SPORTS SHORTS

They’re trim, wide legged, cut and tailored
for style, ease, action. And they've got
thit extra feature that no other sports’
shbrts can give you. Inside there’s the
famous "Joékey" Shortlinerthat supports,
conceals and gives perfect social security.

ming.__;unning, hiking, and all sports’
practice. Available at men’s stores in
spléf\ﬂld wearing fine poplins and sharkskin
in plain Fawns, Gold, Biue. About 25/

¥ fockey” Sports’ Shorts are manufactured
{n New Zealand urtder licence to Cooper’s
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respiratory channels.

As a Pulmonas pastille dissolves, a suothing vapour permeates the whole
tespiratory system bringing immediate relief. Price 343, 179 and 27y per tin.

, STACEY 8ROS. LTD., 385 KHYBER PASS RD,, AUCKLAND.
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N.Z. RUGBY AS GOOD
AS EVER

Winston McCarthy Talks About the Tour

" FTER four
months under
the South Afri-

can sun the 1949
Rugby All Blacks
came back to New
Zealand with a healthy
tan, and a lively appre-
ciation of the Springbok
way of football. New
Zegland scored 230
points against 146, play-
ing 24 matches for 14
wins, seven losses and
three draws. Some hard
things have been said by
critics at home who ex-
pected the team to carry
on the old traditions and
sweep all before it, and
there have even been
suggestions that all is not
as well as it could be in
the Stete of New Zea-
land Rugby. But Win-
ston McCarthy, NZBS
radio commentator, who
accompanied the team on
its tour, had some.com-
forting things to say in
an interview with The
Listener, and after all,
the .onlooker sees most
of the game.

“I don’t agree that New
Zealand Rugby is on the

“FOR the umnpteenth time, it was a grand #rip”—~

Winston McCarthy

down grade; its stand-

ard has not dropped,” he said. “When
talking about standards one must make
a comparison with somebody or some-
thing else, and in this case the compari-
son is with the teams we have just been
playing. We lost the four Tests, in each
case by a small margin, but my impres-
sion, after sesing the play, and from my
experience of Rugby here throughout the
years, is that the quality of play is no
worse today than it has ever been. You'll
always find someone ready to say “Things
are not what they were, you know.’ But
don’t spoil my record. Ask me first what
everybody else has asked—How did I
enjoy the trip?—so that I can say for
the umpteenth time, ‘It was a grand
trip.’ ”

What impression, asked The Listener,
was uppermost in his mind, now that he
had had a day or two to settle down?

“Leaving out football for the moment,
T suppose the most impressive thing was
the magnificent reception given to the
New Zealanders by the South Africans,”
said Mr, McCarthy. “From the time the
party landed till the end of the last
game and the wonderful farewell at the
wharf at Capetown, we were treated
with remarkable hospitality. The boys
were invited to private homes. Private
citizens offered .their cars and used
taxis themselves,

Hot Weather, Hard Grounds

“Over there we could well understand
New Zealand being disappointed at its
team’s losses—a record for any New
Zealand touring side. But those people
who preferred to turn the radio on to
the cricket and drop the Rugby out en-
tirely had no idea of the difficulties
which the 1949 All Blacks {acod. At no

stage of the tour did the players go on
to the field in a temperature of less than
75 degrees in the shade; and that’s heat
which would put to shame many a sum-
mer’s day in New Zealand. Then the
ground was as hard as rock. The South
Africans were used to it, but practically
in every place the field was watered for
several days before the match. Such cons
ditions occur in New Zealand only pera
haps in an October game at the tail end
of the season.”

“How did the 1949 team compare
with the team of 19287

Only Two Easy Matches

“The 1949 players struck only twe
easy matches, Usually, on such a tour,
one hard game is followed by a more
easy one which gives the top players a
spell. Except for the games at Oudt-
shoorn and Aliwal North, every match
was a potential Test. It shéuld be under~
stood here that in practically no matches
did New Zealand’s opponents uss their
backs as an attacking unit. The backs
stood in an almost straight line, whether
they had the loose-head or not. When
New Zealand got the ball, each back was
confronted with an opponent standing
right over him, whereas when South
Africans got possession from the scrum,
they were too shallow to attack; cone
sequently they kicked.”

“Much has been said about differences
in the referees’ interpretation of the
rules.” o

“Naturelly; 1 was amazed. So wers
the New Zealanders; so, too, wers évea
the South Africans themselves in some’

(centinued on next-page)
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