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“We must regard New Zealand as being the centre of our own particular world”
—this map, an equidistant azimuthal projection centred on Wellington, is repro-
duced by courtesy of the N.Z. Geographical Society, Inc.

HUB OF THE PACIFIC
A New Look at New Zealand

ERHAPS because of the way

in which most maps are

drawn. New Zealanders have a
tendency to regard themselves as
the inhabitants of a tiny country
hidden away in the south-eastern
corner of the world, comfortably remote
from trouble centres. We have become
complacent about it, wrapped in the
security of isolation. But it is unwar-
ranted complacency, and the security of
isolation is quite imaginasy.

That, at all events, is the viewpoint
of J. M. W. Fox, of the Geography De-
partment at Auckland University Col-
lege, who will explain his case in a series
of three talks, New Zealand in the
Pacific, which will be broadcast from
1YA at 9.30 p.m. on consecutive Wed-
nesdays. In the first, on October 26, he
will discuss “New Zealand’s Position in
the World,” and will later deal with
“Bases of Power,” and “Strategy and
Coupter-Strategy.” )

The principal objects of the talks are
to bring listeners face to face with some
of the implications of Pacific strategy, to
make them aware of what dangers ex-
ist, and to stimulate thought about what
efforts New Zealand should make to
counteract threats to her own wecurity
—if indeed there are such dangers or
threats. Mr. Fox has his own decided
beliefs on these matters, but he is chief-
ly concerned that listeners should be
told the facts and be prepared to think
seriously about them.

We must, he says, regard New Zea-
land as being the centre of our own par-
ticular world—-not an isclated dot on the
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outer fringe~——and come to realise what
the distances involved really do mean.
He contends that they mean we are far
from isolated, and very much nearer to
Asia and Europe than many of us would
like to imagine. We are in the centre
of a world which is slowly closing in on
us,

Throughout the series Mr. Fox will
speak as a geographer, and he defines
the major bases of power as size, popu-
lattog, natural resources and technology.
With this in mind he will ask how far
New Zealand and Australia constitute
great powers, and will consider their
geographical strength in comparison
with that of the other Pacific powers,
particularly the United States, and the
U.S.8.R. which, he says, must be thought
of as on the Rim-land of the Pacific.

In his final talk Mr. Fox will deal

with the so-called “empty lands,”
whether or not they really exist and if

they do exist then whether or not their ;
emptiness is a potential threat. He will ;

consider the possibility of danger from
the Asiatic mainland and will suggest
that the north-western Pacific islands
are still the stepping stones to Aus-
tralia and New Zealand—as they were
for Japan in the recent war. Mr. Fox
believes that these lands are one of the
keys to our defence and that it is of the
greatest importance to New Zealand
and Australian strategy that they and
the Indonesian territories should be
occupied by friendly peoples. Another
major bulwark in our defence structure,
he considers, is the fullest possible use

of our own natural resources, particu- :

What do you usually wear in the house—cast off laddered sheers?
Well, we put it to you. Wouldn’t it be more practical to buy some

really good serviceable stockings to wear about the house? You

would certainly look neater and you would be ready to.pop down to
the shops or do a spot of gardening without the fear that someone
special would notice you had more ladders than stocking. Moreover,
these stockings take really hard wear, and they stand up to rubbing
when they’re mud spattered after a rainy day. Watch out for Bond’s
Hou;e Hosiery—Superay high grade rayon are 3/8 a pair—semi-
sheer Bemberg 4/11, Sheer Lisle ‘51°—5/3 and' ‘Adora’ pure silk
and rayon 6/6. At these prices they are wonderful value so why not

get yourelf a couple of pairs?
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larly those which would enable us to

support a larger population.
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ELECTRIC
HANDLAMP

A LUCAS PRODUCT-—
reflector —de-
finite on and off
switch — long life twin
batteries — will  stand
firmly, or con be car-
ried. Weight  with
batteries, b, Price complete 10/11, post-
age 8d. Spare Batteries 1/11 each,
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