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FLEASI:NT 10 TAKE LAXATIVE

WORKING is actually fun when you're feeling ftl Try the Andrews
way Lo daily gond health. Take sparkling, bubbling Andrews Liver Salt,
It helps to keep your system functioning perfectly, correcting acidity.
toning up the liver and gently clearing the bowels,
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REFRESHING

Scott & Turner Ltd., Andrews House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, England.

- INVIGORATING

“Just in time to

CHECK
that

THINNING
HAIR”

you think
action right away, °
For
HAIR

the concentrated hair food.
Hair Silvikrin

recommended

Silvikrin

Sold by all chemists,
stores and hairdressers.

Made for Drugs l td N us Sydney Road, London
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IT'S NO USE splitting bairs
on the subject of thinning hair,
Baldness may come faster than
if you don’t take

‘$SERIOUS THINNING
and Heavy Dandruff
therefore, try Pure Silvikrin—

For GENERAL CARE of the
Lotion is

FOR HEALTHY HAIR

“GREAT EXPECTATIONS”

Dickens Masterpiece Adapted by BBC

by Charles Dickens, is the
new serial play starting
i from 3YA at 8.0 p.m. on Saturday,
October 22. It was originally broad-
_cast to listeners to the BBC's

'

! GREAT EXPECTATIONS,
[

. * Home Service, and the adaptation (in

{ 12 episodes) was done by Mabel Con-
'standuros and Howard Agg, who have
made the most of the book’s rich re~
sources of plot and character. Hum-
phrey House, writing in the Radio
Times at the time of the
serial’s first broadcast in
i England, described Great
Expgetations as “unique
for the detailed insight
and imaginative tender-
“ness with which it treats
the class structure of
early Victorian England
—one of the few great
works of art produced
'by the society it de-
scribes.”

It was originally pub-
' lished week by week in
i Dickens’s own periodical
All the Year Round,
between December 1860
and August 1861. The
policy Dickens had laid
!down for fiction in his
{popular twopenny week-
wlies—that it should be
i short and dramatic—dis-
" ‘iplined his own work
.n construction and style,
and was oOne reason, ac-
cording to House, for the

one day become the elegant lover in
a brilliant setting of wealth and luxury.

The themes of Pip's illusions about
Estella, and of his expectations of
money, are finally brought together in
the discovery that both the fortune and
the girl derive from the terrifying crim-
inal whom the littlé boy had met on the
marshes. In the original ending Pip
overcomes his infatuation for the girl
and they part for good. The fpresent
conventional happy ending (tacked on,
according to Forster, in deference to the
opinion of Bulwer Lytton) certainly

BBC photograph
HOWARD AGG who, with Mabel Constanduros, was

David Copperfield before writing it,
thus aveiding repetitions. He also ac-
quired a greater degree of detachment
. from his remembered self in the char-
l acter of Pip than he did in David. The
: style, House points out, is almost en-
*ttre]y free from Dickens's peculiar vices
—cxrcumlocut:onary facetiousness and
! wordy rhapsodies on insipid virtue. The
comic characters — _Pumblechook,
Wopsle, and Bill Barley—do not swell
{out of control, while the great descrxp—
| tions of the marshes and the river are
wntten in the author's most economical
i and energetic prose, contributing much
«to the work's total effect.

| Snob’s Progress

| Both Pip and Estella are victims of
:perverted power, for, with money as
their instrument, Miss Havisham and
Magwitch each use a child as the chan-
nel of their revenge upon society. The
ibook tells the story of a young snob’s
progress through the many gradations
| in Victorian society, and a main~theme
i is provided by what can be described as
1 the sexual element in all male snobbery
I—Pip wanted to become a gentleman
xlong before the mysterious money came
| his way, for he saw in Estella a glamer-
‘ous young “lady” for whom he might
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l::;s ofu n:f:td Ali;o:g‘;; responsible for the BBC adaptation of “Great
: ~ : >
the theme of Great - Expectations
Expectations is not directly autoblo-’ seems, as Bemgrd Shaw has said, an
graphical, Dickens carefully re-read’ outrage on public taste,

Attempts have been made to inter-
pret Great Expectations as a political
allegory, showing that just as Pip’s ex-
pectations depended on the patronage
of a criminal, so the wealth of mid-
Victorian society depended on depress-
ed and exploited labour. But although
most of Pip’s hopes failed, and his
wealth half corrupted him, neither the
ruin nor the corruption was absolute.
He was left with his new class charac-
ter, holding a safe genteel job in a
good business—all through Magwitch’s
mbney.

In this BBC version of the novel
Cyril Cusack and Hermione Hannen
‘play the grown-up Pip and Estella,
Gladys Young is Miss Havisham, Laid-
man Browne plays Joe Gargery, and
William Devlin makes an impressive,
Magwitch, Walter Goehr conducts the
Philbarmonia Orchestra in his specially
written musical score, and the produc-
tion is by Raymond Raikes,
———————————er e re—

NATIONAL FILM UNIT,

\ TEEKLY Review No. 423 issued by the

National Film Unit for the week begin-
ning October 14, contains the following items:
“N.Z. Boxing Championships” held at Welt-
ington’s Town Hall; “£ 75,000 Fire” at Auck-
land; “West Coast Hospital’—showing the
foundation stone for a new hospital being laid,
and the opening of a nurses’ home at Reefton
—and “Battle of Britain,” in which Welling-
ton honours a great day.
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