
sing joyous songs, sheep roam, brown
leaves dance, leafy woods have secrets.
Eileen A. Soper, incidentally, is not to
be confused with Eileen L. Soper, his-
torian of Otago womenfolk.

D.N.W.
CONFUSED CAMPAIGN
THE WAR IN MALAYA, by Lieutenant-
General A. E. Percival; Eyre and Spottis-
woode. English price, 16/-.

(GENERAL PERCIVAL’S thesis is the" $a3 "
wWnpreparedness for war

of the British Commonwealth. It should
be the duty of Governments, he con-
tends, to put the, issues before the
people in time of peace, however un-
palatable those issues may be. We have
seen in New Zealand, in the recent ref-
erendum, an indication of how such an
appeal would be received.
We paid heavily in Malaya for that
unpreparedness, in prestige as well as
in men. General Percival stresses the
importance of this loss of prestige and
its effect on the morale of troops
(especially Indian troops) and civilians.
The process was cumulative; the sink-
ing of the Prince of Wales and the Re-
pulse, Japanese superiority in aircraft
and tanks, the loss of territory through
continual withdrawals, the evacuation of
the naval base. The "scorched earth"
policy of denying the country’s resources
and installations to the Japanese during
the withdrawal was especially damag-
ing to civilian morale.
With the help of 18 excellent maps
and diagrams General Percival has writ-
ten a clear account of this confused and
unfortunate campaign. But more im-
portant than the operational narrative
are his comments on British strategy.
In the light of those comments it is
not remarkable that Singapore was lost;
when Japan struck at the end of 1941it was too late to put things right.
With few aircraft (and most of those
obsolete) we relied on our strength in
the air for the defence of the Far East.
We relied on the British Fleet to come

te the rescue as soon as danger threat
ened; but the Navy already had its
hands full guarding Britain’s supply
routes in the Atlantic and protecting
convoys to Russia. The Army’s job was
to defend advanced airfields in Malaya
and to hold the naval base until the
Fleet arrived; it lacked tanks, modern
weapons, and experienced officers and
men, and few reinforcements. could be
spared from other theatres. And lastly,
because Britain was weak and. wished
to avoid war with Japan and because
she could not depend on support from
the: United States should she provoke
Japan to attack her, our policy in the
Far East, especially in our relations
with Thailand, was timid. in the ex
treme.

W.A.G.
THE INNOCENT HEART
THE RETURN OF ERICA, by Louise de
++ seit Hamish Hamilton. English price,
"HIS gracefully written tale of inno-
' cence in rural France has, for its first
hundred pages, the delightful quality of
a fabfe. Modern civilisation has not yet
reached Bourg-en-Pas, the remote
French village where every man is a
craftsman-a clockmaker or maker of
musical instruments. Erica, the daughter
of Elloi Dullum, is loved: by all.for her
beauty and purity, and even when she
breaks her father’s heart by falling in
love with the vagrant Hugo Sander-
meur, her friends cannot renounce her.
Scenes of dancing on the frozen lake,
and the lovers’ trysts in the charcoal
burners’ huts at the edge of the forest
form a background to the story, until
Erica, tormented by her. conflicting
allegiances, drowns herself in the village
pond. Then, in the final pages, she
comes back as a vision to gladden her
father’s last days. It is this extension
of the fantasy, incompletely realised and
out of tone with the rest of the book,
which lessens complete enjoyment of the
whole.

P.J.W.
GAINSBOROUGH
GAINSBOROUGH, by Mary Woodall; British
Painters Series, Phoenix. House. English
price, 16/-.
IVING in ah over-mechanised age, it
is impossible for us not to have at
times a nostalgic longing for the Eng-
land that existed before the industrial
age. And we must. sometimes feel that
an essential part of the English tradition
found its truest and most poignant ex-
pression in the work of some of the
poets and painters who lived just at the
time when the cloud of industrialism was
fabout to obscure the sun. Wordsworth
is not the greatest of English poets, but
he is one of the most indispensable.
Thomas Gainsborough, who was born
forty-three years before Wordsworth,
painted many pictures that seem to have
a close affinity with his poetry. Although
there is much in: the artist that is not
to be found in the poet, Gainsborough’s
paintings of cottage girls, and many ofhis landscapes, have the same simple
lyricism as Wordsworth’s poems about
country people and places. And so we
may say also of Gainsborough that,
although he is not the greatest of Eng-
lish painters, his romantic feeling for
Nature, and for the simplicities of rural
life, make him just as indispensable as
Wordsworth. Technically, he is most in-
teresting. He is one of the few Western
painters to exploit fully the possibilities
of line and texture; at times he attains

(continued on next page)

"THE Essential Neville Cardus" (the
pictorial Neville Cardus appears above)
will be reviewed by Les. Edwards in the
ZB Book Review session on Sunday,
October 23, Other books to be noticed
are "Armed Pilgrimage," by J. David
son-Houston (reviewer, H. McC. Stud
holme); "The Prevalence of Witches,"
by Aubrey Menen (Anton Vogt); "The
Silent Traveller in Oxford," and "The
Silent Traveller in London," by Chiang
Yee (A. R. D. Fairburn)

'THEBESTS'KIDS',
(OXFORD IN THE WORLD'
Ijunior are yours according to youl And, it
Encyclo doesn'tmattera figwhat the neighbours

or your relations think or what you call
PAEdiA JU them in

01anxious1 moments; you are definitely
interested ingiving them thebest ineducation that
you are able OK, YOUwill then be interested in theVOLUMEI

MANKIND OXFORD JUNIOR
Evolution ENCYCLOPEDIA
EaRLYMAN
ANCIENT Here's a grand opportunity to build a 12-Volume EncyclopediaNORUD in easy stages. Volume on MANKIND , a beautifully bound
RACES$natioms 500 paged book is available right now, and the price is only

39/- post free The other volumes are to be issued at
RELIGion intervals of about ninemonths andvery soon we are expecting
MythologY to receive the next volume, which sells at the same price, aswill ali the volumes. A unique thing about this Encyclopedia
FOLXLore is that YOU DO NOT HAVEToSIGN ON THE DOTTED To

TAKE ALL THE VOLUMES And you don't have to agree to
pay So much week for "life for a rehashed, revised
modernised set of books_ Volume was FIRST written in

4 1948, the other volumes are in preparation NOW ThismeansFe that the OXFORD JUNIOR ENCYCLOPEDIA is the most up-to-date Encyclopedia on the market today and as you are ableto buy one, two, or more volumes at O time and over
period you will not just jam them away and never read them.
And don't you think that the only people who'Il read themOxforo are those angels () of yours Mother and Dad- we predict
you'Il be spending many hours with your first and following
volumes.

You TAKE No RISKI M.E.P_ BOOKSHOP 56 TARANAKI STREET,SOLD ON MONEY BACK Box 1324, WELLINGTON:
GUARANTEEI MAIL COUPON (Just round corner from 2ZB and Opp:

Terminus Hotel.)WIth 39/ TODAY Send me Volume One of the New Oxford
Junior Encyclopedia: M return it in 10 daysfor full refund if not absolutely satisfied

IF YoU PURCHASE VOL: NAMEWEWILL ADVISEYoUWith-
Out OBLIGATION OF SUC- ADDRESS
CESSIVE VOLUMES
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(Heres thenenount THE ONLY
mixerWith THE

BASIFRGBEWHPPINGING, POWERBLADewonderfulnew idea- thisPowEr BLADE
mixer: It aerates better it lasts
lifetime it'$ easy fo elean: TheWhippitcan'tPossiblystick O0slip in U3e.
Replace thafoldmixerwith O Whippit- AT YOUR NEAREST 13/6In bright andsatin-finishchromiumPlating: STORE ONLY

Advertisement of Avon Metal Industries Ltdy Christchurch:

Enq


