sentences and fasts, the time o! cam-
paigning for ‘“non-violent non-co-opera-
tion,” home spinning, prohibition, educa-
tion, and the removal of “untoucha-
bility.”

Lord Pethick-Lawrence gives an ad-
ministrative official’'s view of the pain-
ful and difficult steps which Britain and
India had to take bhefore independence
could be achieved. He shows how influ-
ential Gandhi was even when out of
office in Congress and not always in
agreement with his colleagues who were
leading Congress.

Whether or not this book gives an
accurate interpretation of each point in
the Indian struggle, or of Gandhi’s part
in it, a picture is drawn of an extra-
ordinary human being. On the one
hand his selflessness and spirituality
gave him the authority of the saint;
on the other the lawyer and politician
ih him often gave the appearance of any
agitater, His strength lay in his love
of India, his friendship for the village
people rather than the intellectuals, and
his integrity in suffering. The root of
his being was religion.

—J.MB.

FORTRESS ISLANDS

MALTA; by Sir Harry Luke; Harrap and Co.

Ltd. English price, 15/-.

"LVEN St. Paul,” say the Maltese of

their most venerated saint, “—even
St. Paul suffered shipwreck in Malta.”
This tiny archipelago has been washgd
with the waves of every European civil-
isation. In prehistoric ages great
creatures lumbered across it while it
was still an arch of a landbridge from
Europe to Africa, many of them escap-
ing the descent of the ice age only to
perish in the caves of the islands, Sir
Harry Luke, in what is undoubtedly the
most enduring of his many books, has
reconstructed the impact of successive
civilisations from primeval times upon
these tiny but momentous islands. Yet
this is far more than a history. It re-
veals edery part of Maltese life past
and present, its politics, religion, art
and wars, from the extraordinary story
of the Knights of St. Jobn to the horror
of the slave galleys.

A thousand years of fortress existence
has left its mark upon the archipelago.
Its people and buildings. persist, stub-
bornly, in an archaic mode of life which
is, however, not without its charm.
Sixty-eight plates, maps and drawings
are of great assistance in understanding
the author’s notes upon Maltese art and
architecture, while a series of noble por-
traits give meaning to the author’s analy-
sis of the decline of the famous order
of St. John. The manner in which
wealth and pride slowly but surely re-
placed the simple integrity of the found-
ers is convincing proof that the greatest
peril for an idealistic institution is the
sitbtle menace of material success. All
Europe seems to have had a hand in
Maltese affairs and many witty and
shrewd, quotations from famous visitors
who have relaxed in its sunshine add

- sparkle to a book which is & scholarly
survey of an island steeped in the for-
gotten movements of past ages.

~—F. R. Belmer
AVALANCHE
WHEN THE MOUNTAIN FELL, by C. F.
Ramuz; Eyre and Spottiswoode. English
price, 8/6.
HIS is the story of what happened
when a mountain peak fell, an out-
sized rock evalanche, into e valley, and
covered up the pasturs, cattle, huts and
(continued on page 19)

THE POLIFLOR TRIO

Yes, there are three popular Poliflor |
lines . . . the well-known Poliflor Wax, :
the most popular floor and furniture wax °
in New Zealand . . . Dark Poliflor Wax
for dark wood floors, doors and furniture
. . . and Liquid Poliftor in the handy
sprinkler tins.

Here are three good reasons why you
should let Poliflor polish your floors .
and furniture, Poliflor is made from
special ingredients which produce quick
results, cleaning, polishing and protect-
ing. The Poliflor trio meets all foor |
and furniture needs. Ask your grocer
for Poliflor Wax or Liquid Poliflor.

A SPRING QUARTET

THE NAKED AND THE DEAD, Norman Mailer. 15/9 posted. Written without éxhibie
tionism, this novel of front-line life in the Pacific war peneirates far beneqth
surface emotions and actions, achieving a realism which has mode it the most
ficrcely argued book since “Ulysses.”

SINGERS OF TO-DAY, Denald Brook, 20/- posted. Pen portraits of forty notable con=
temporary singers, combining biographical notes with first-hand "advice on vdice
production, microphone technique and oratoric singing.

SHAKESPEARE SURVEY 2, Edited by Allardyce Nicoll, 16/3 posted. The seccnd volume
in a series of yearly surveys dealing with Shakespearian discovery, history, criticistm
and production all over the worid.

THE ORCHESTRA, Adam Carse, 7/9 posted. The story of the archestra from its begin=
nings to thc present tay, with references to many famous players and conductors,
Containing over 40 illustrations, inctuding 4 colour plates.

WELLINGTON CO-CPERATIVE BOOK SOCIETY LIMITED,

MODERN BOOQOKS A MANNERS STREET,

WELLINGTON, C.1., N.Z,

!

Whether you glow with a discreet A \ ‘
sophistication, or shine upon, the world with the vividnesg of
Youth and Spring—the effect that yoﬁ produce must, above all
things, be harmonwus, not a detail must be discordant, and
not a colour jarring . .. . With Elizabeth Arden’s help, the path
that leads to perfection is nelther long nor difficult. She
has the righ;‘.'lipstick for every cémp]exion: the right powder and
_eye ghado for every lipstick . .. and so on, through the w1'1§Ie

fascinating range of Elizabeth Arden preparations.

A s
You
Ll.ke Itooo

Miss Arden suggests these
essential shades to harmonise
unth a wide range of colours.

RED CACTUS
DESERT PINK
" PEONY
and of course the wonderful
new CRIMSON LILAC

. ‘ ,
% P :‘l .
NEW YORK ¢ 25 OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W.i o PARIS
Distributed by Potier & Birks (N.Z.) Ltd., 14 Lower Federal Street, Aucklond, C.1
Z1iob *
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