
1ZB Tackles
Modern Art
"AS the arts advance towards their
perfection," wrote Edmund Burke,
"the science of criticism advances with
equal pace." Burke was writing almost
200 years ago, and in any case he is
best remembered for more practical
thoughts than those he entertained on
The Sublime and the Beautiful, so that
the layman to-day might be forgiven
for doubting the accuracy of that par
ticular observation. It so often appears
that at least the avant-garde of art is
showing a clean pair of heels to the
mainguard of criticism. Consider, for
example, the pictures which are repro
duced on this page. It is obvious that
none can be regarded as representational
art and that, therefore, they must be
judged by other criteria than those nor
mally employed by the "I know what
_I like" school of criticism, to which most
of us belong.
Having considered the three pictures-that at the top of the page, "Wounded
Bird," was painted by Picasso in 1911;
at centre is Marc Chagall’s "The Birth
day" (1915), and below
is Miro’s "Person Throw-
ing a Stone at a Bird"
(1926)-readers will be
better able to follow a
discussion which will be
broadcast from 1ZB on
October 2, in the Citi-
zens’ Forum session. The
chairman will be Mau-
rice Lee, and the panel
will be P. Redwood, J.
McDougall, R, Isbey and
F. Pinker. The subject
for discussion will be
"Can ordinary people
really appreciate art?"
and the pictures repro-
duced here will form
the basis of the discus-’
sion.
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A SPRING QUARTET
THE NAKED AND THE DEAD; Norman Mailer. 15/9 Posted. Written without exhibi-
tionism; this novel: of front-line life in the Pacific war penetrates far beneath
surface emotions and actions achieving a realism which has made it the most
fiercely argued book since "Ulysses:'

SINGERS Of To-DAY, Donald Brook, 20/- posted. Pen portraits of forty notable con-
temporary singers, combining biographical notes with first-hand advice on voice
production; microphone technique and oratorio singing.

SHAKESPEARE SURVEY 2, Edited by Allardyce Nicoll, 16/3 posted: The second volumein a seriesof yearly surveys dealing with Shakespearian discovery, history, criticismand production all over the world:
THE ORCHESTRA, Adam Carse,7/9 posted. The story of the orchestra from its begin-
nings to the presentday,with references to many famous players and conductors:
Containing over 40 illustrations; including 4 colour plates:
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