
SHOW DAY
] Written for "The Listener" |
by O. E. MIDDLETON

E backed the big roan out
of the stall and hoisted the
girth strap another couple

of holes. Must have it tight. Hor-
rible if the saddle slipped and she
fell. He would have to barge
through the crowd and climb the fence
and she’d be lying on the grass with
the St. John men around her.
But Kong lifts his feet like a cat.
He’s never fallen before. Still those
fences ate high and that water-jump!
Quiet you towny! She’s ridden himat every show for years and not had
a spill. Grin the way she wants you
to and give her a leg-up. You’ve cleaned
her boots for luck, but it'll break the
spell if you don’t see her mounted.
He stood back to admire her -beauti-
fully balanced little body. Her eyessmiled down from under the hunting-
‘cap and seventeen hands of thorough-
bred rippled and champed. under her.
,Wave, you fool! An answering flutter
yellow glove and she was moving
down the competitors’ entrance.
He went in among the crowd and
jostled for a place near the rails. God,
why did he always come? Much better
to stay at home or go out somewherefor the day. Then she could tell him

all about it when it was all over and
there wouldn’t be this deadly wait. In-
stead he stood among these gaping
morons and listened for her name to be
called.
Thére were eighteen entries in the
big event. His eyes followed every one
of them as he made his round, Over
the brushes, over the post and rail,
round the turns and over the hen-coop.
Some of the horses baulked at the wire
fence. ,

Must be the sun glinting on the top
wire. Hope she notices and lets him
have only a very short run.
He glared vindictively as one’ rider
cleared all the fences and sailed over
the water-jump to make a nearly per-
fect round.
And now it was her turn. She was
keeping his face to the crowd, talking
to him. Soon the announcer would tell
her to go, and Kong would wheel and
start for the first hurdle. Surely she
must be feeling the strain, yet she
looked as calm as she did at home, in
her blue house-coat, sitting in her fav-
ourite ‘arm-chair. ~

The big roan sprang away from the
starting-place.
Reach, you big swine. Reach! An
old lady eating candy floss beside him
said something unpleasant as he trod
on her foot.
Kong went over the double brush in
two graceful leaps.
Hold him on the turn, darling. Hold
him. People near him stopped watch-
ing the ring and looked at him strangely.
He was crooning to the big horse, help-
‘ing him over the sticky fences and im-
ploring him to bring her back safely.
He grunted with pleasure when they
landed cleanly on the right side of the
water, The couple on his left were smil-
ing openly by now.
What does it matter? She’s finished
for to-day and what a round!
He found himself laughing and clap-
ping with all the others, although he
knew she hated it. The competitors
were in a group at the other side of
the ground, awaiting the judges’ deci-
sion and he could see Kong’s head come
up as the noise of the applause reached
his ears.
The announcer’s voice boomed across
the ground and he felt his face begin
to tingle. She was in the big money!
She had done it again. Everyone was
roaring and clapping.
He smiled at the people around him,
his old vicarious thrill now tinged with
another kind of pride.
"She’s my wife," he said. "My wife."

TheSoothing
Dressing for
BumpSand
BRuises
LookfortheTradeMarkVASELINE yourguaranteeof thehighest qualitypetroleum jelly, scientifically rer
fined_ chemically purified .It$SAFE because itS PURE

VasiaeVRon

(((

RroroieunUeliyMortwsstotro
semal us27oore'OnCommny45 VJ70

industrial CHEMICALS (N.Z.) Ltd,,
Eden Crescent, Auckland:

Vaseline
White:
Ssrestig
OrAtnt

ctstonouar

~Ducos

Fosonnicnlrandcaalins
GA

Naw

8

2
Shine..rainOr fne: ThegirlintheRainster
is asreadya8a raindrop for the rain right
as a rainbowwhen it shinesagain. Reliable a8
a raincoat; with thoroughly tested English Or
American proofing; a Rainster is a true fashion
coat aswell: The stylesare gay and charming,
the colours clear as a raindrop: See them!

Qil
THERNNCOATTHATS A FASHFOICOAT

272

HOME CARDENERS
BETTER VEGETABLES
BIGGERFLOWERS
MORE FRUIT
They're yourS when you use
NationalComplete
Fish FertilizerXthe Fertilizer that$ the perfectplant food.
NATIONAL COMPLETEFISH FER-
TILIZER is a BALANCED fertilizer
containing the correct proportions0f organic material (sea products)
plus nitrogen, phosphate, and
potash:
Thishighly productive and concen-trated Fertilizer is suitable for all
soils: FOR BES'T RESULTS, USEIT A LITTLE AND OFTEN.

NATIONAL
Toflele"
FISH FERTILIZER
3/9 for a 71bbag
Sold Everywhere.


