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animated charts and drawings, how the UN
and its organs are constructed and how
they function;
Clearing the Way, which deals-in -the
human terms of children who have had

to
give up their former play-area among the
rubbish-dumps-with the construction of
UN headquarters on the chosen site in New
York;
Highlights of the United Nations Year,
the contents of which are pretty well indi-
cated by the title.

The UN in Action :
Then there are the UN films which,
in a more detailed way, show the
United Nations and its agencies in
action in some particular sphere, or in
the service of some special international
project. One of them, indeed, has that
very title-The United Nations in
Action. It is an excellent Polish pro-
duction telling the story of the Inter-
national Children’s Emergency Fund
and the UN Appeal for Children. Maps
We Live By is a Canadian film about
the importance of standardising carto-
graphy on a world scale and what has
already been done in this direction;
Keepers of the Light, which was made
in France, concerns lighthouses and
the international code to maintain
safety at sea. The Eternal Fight
shows co-operation, transcending
national boundaries, to control and
eliminate epidemic diseases (the stamp-
ing out of a cholera outbreak in Egypt
not long ago was a notable case in
point). Green Gold is a Swedish-
made film about the world reforesta-
tion programme; That All May Learn,
a Mexican production which uses the
case-history of a farmer and his family
to illustrate the need for world efforts
to combat illiteracy; Under One Roof,
produced in Great Britain, which de-
monstrates how people of different
nationalities can work together on the
basis of common skills and occupations-in this case, engineering. In Every
Port, from the Netherlands, deals with
medical and social care of merchant
segmen and sailors of all nations;Battle for Bread is about the work of
the field missions of the F.A.O. to
increase the world’s food supply; and
Juvenile Delinquency (from Belgium)
attempts to show what is being done
in the world to combat this problem.

Academy Award Winner
But this does not exhaust the list.
Here are the titles of four others either
produced by, or under the sponsorship
of, the United Nations and its agencies-First Steps, which won a_ special

Academy Award in 1947 for its treat-
ment of the subject of physically han-
dicapped children; Hungry Minds,
dealing with Unesco’s problems of
educational and cultural reconstruction
in Europe; The Nations Rebuild, which
covers the whole period of UNRRA’s
operation; and’ Mother, Child and Com-
munity, which has been. produced in
India for the Social Affairs Department
of UN and is intended for use in
‘recruiting and training social welfare
workers.
And finally, because it is probably
still the most recent acquisition to this
list, and also because it was a produc-
tion in which Unesco was very closely
concerned, special mention may be
made here of This Is Their Story. Pro-
duced jointly by Unesco and the World
Student Service Fund, This Is Their
Story is a 20-minute documentary
portraying student life and reconstruc-
tion in the war-devastated universities
of Europe and Asia. Opening with
scenes in an American college, where
students ‘are meeting to raise funds for
assisting Unesco’s work of educational
reconstruction, the film goes on to illus-
trate actual conditions in war-torn
centres of learning in various parts of
Europe and the Far East.. All over
the world, the universities are coming
back to life again; but the process of
revival is hard and painful. While
the camera tells the pictorial story,
voices of students of different nationali-
ties describe. their way of life, their
need for aid in many forms, and their
own efforts to overcome war’s heritage
of disease and destruction. There are
glimpses of what is being done to
counteract the very high incidence of
tuberculosis among students in Greece,
and at the International Student Sani-
torium in Switzerland. Other sequences
show a student rest centre in the French
mountains, and the manner in which
Polish students are often working all
day and studying most of the night,
under conditions of great physical hard-
ship, in order to become the doctors,
lawyers, teachers, and . administrators of
to-morrow. Included in the film are
scenes of reconstruction actiyity carried
out on the international scale by
Unesco and World Student Relief,
emphasising the point that, though
leadership can come only from the
people themselves in the war-damaged ’
countries, they must be supported in
their faith in an international future by
material help from those who escaped
relatively unscarred,

HIS FIRST STEPS in the open—the little crippled boy whose cure provides
the theme of the film "FIRST, STEPS"
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