Twenty Films From
the United Nations

(Written for “The Listener” by GORDON MIRAMS)

T is probably well enough
known to some people, but
should be worth repeating

for the benefit of others, that the
United Nations and, its specialised

agencies by no rheans confine
themselves to issuing documents and
producing reports, cdnventions, and
agreements on paper, and circulating
these round the world. They also
from time to time produce films on
celluloid and send them round the
world, too.

~ Amid the many other activities of
UN and its agencies, this work of film-
making and fiim-distributing may tend
to be lost sight of; but it is in fact
already being carried out on a large
enough scale to entitle the UN to be cem-
sidered as a major film production source
~—with+ at least fourteen films already
produced directly by, or under the
sponsorship of, the United Nations and
its agencies, and with another five or six
about to be released. All this work is
co-ordinated through the United
Nations Film Board at Lake Success.
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with  head-
in Paris,
does not itself possess
production or distribu-
tion facilities, though it
is the UN agency most
closely concerned with
stimulating the making
and interchange of films

Unesco,
quarters

at the international
fevel, as well as with
many other aspects o

the cinema.

The twenty UN films
referred to cover a di-
versity of subjects
ranging from afforesta-
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SHOOTING a scene in the UNESCOQO award-winning documentary “FIRST STEPS”

tion and food, through
illiteracy and juvenile delinquency, to
lighthouses and maps. Some of them,
of course, deal specifically with the
set-up and functioning of the UN and
its agencies: but all of them, in one
way or another, show examples of the
collaboration which is already going on
between nations to-day, often in little-
publicised fields and to an extent which

the average person seldom realises.
The films have been produced in nearly
a dozen different countries; they are
already being distributed in thirty-eight
countries, and copies are being made
in a total of eighteen languages.

Here, for example, are the titles of
the fitms which have been made on the
subject of the United Nations itself-—

that is, on the setting up of the organ-
isation and the way it works:

The People's Charter. which is composed
entirelr of authentic documentary material
and shows how, in the midst of war, the
idea of UN was born;

Searchlight on the Nations, which de-
scnbes how  the modern media of mass-
communication are used to bring the reports
of UN to the peoples of the world:

The Defence of Peace, a French-made
film explaining. largely by means of
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If you suffer terrible, sharp pains or dull wear-
ing down aches in back or sides, if poisons in
the kidneys make you suffer from Scanty, Fre«
quent and Painful Passages, Interrupted
Sleep, Leg Pains, Lumbago, Nervousness,
Headaches, Dizziness, Circles under Eyes,
and Rheumatism, Poor Appetite and Energy, ,
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ridding you of these troubles, Act now! Cystex
will expel poisons and acids and assist in
strengthening kidneys, Cystex can benefit vou
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tmoney back is guaranteed on return of empty
package to Box 977, Wellington, Ask your
Chemist or Store for Cystex (Sisstex) today.

) ‘The guarantee Pro-

Cystex it
and treble size /10,
for Kidneys, Rheumatism, Bladder

The Knox Company Inc., 1651 North Argyle
Avenue, Los Angeles, U.S.A,

WRITE FOR T 5 A :

' THIS
MOTOR-CYCLES |

BOOKLET- | MOTOR-CYeLES )

FREE ! A 54 15 TO Ust OV
.
It tells all gbout our - R - D.

R. D. Scheme which s

takes cars of all BSA SCHEME-

orders and ensures 0. slsnda lev “NESEAYATIEN
oeroHT

f.I' trastmant. Thin Mhele Roskled tefls you all sbewt
mor RO Schome—why wo had b e

Write to our address | i 2o n veke .
betow for booklet SKEATES & WHITE LT0. N
sent post free with R
Reservation QOrder faorm, illustrated leafiet, full spacl-
: flcations, prices,
tarms, of all BSA
modsls or get
detslls frem
local deatar.

N.Z. Distributors:

SKEATES & WHITE LTD.

48 FORT STREET, AUCKLAND

N.Z. LISTENER, JuLy 15, 1949,




