document, valuable in New Zealand as
well as in Britain; and no social worker
can afford to be without it.

—M.HH.
DISTINGUISHED WRITING

THE PIONEERS AND OTHER POEMS. By
Arnold Wall. A, H. and A. W. Reed.
Price 15/-.

T was in 1903 for the first time that

I came across poems by Arnold Wall,
Here, it seemed to me, was a writer of
distinction; a minor poet, no doubt, but
an original thinker, with a sound know-
ledge and a deep love of English, and
capable of grasping ‘“general ideas”;
labouring withal under a sense of frus-
tration and utter spiritual isolation:

He who among his feliow-mortals seems
An wmlien to our earth, expatriate. . . ,
Well, here's my sleeve.

Personal contact served to intensify
the impression. For those who have
known a greatly changed Canterbury
College during the last 25 years only,
it may be hard to believe; with memo-
ries going back a further 25 years, one
can understand why he found his new
environment cruelly uncongenial:

He dwells with coin grubs and the market
mind,

Among the putty wits his shining blade

Dulls by disuse and its high glories fade.

To-day he stands recognised in
honoured age as the chief authority in
New Zealand on the usages and vocabu-
lary of English, subjects often dealt with
in his more recent poems; botanists look
to him as a leading authority; to the joy
of his friends some balm has been
poured on the old wounds. Net that
the scars have vanished altogether:

How like that ghost, among my fellows 1

Emeritus, alone among the throng,

Seen yet unseen, an echo and a name,

Immune from jealousy, or praise, or
blame. . . .

Facing a large collection of poems,
one expects to assimilate them in mod-
erate doses at intervals, It caused me
some surprise to find myself absorbed
in reading—-and often” in re-reading—
the whole of these 361 poems, Arnold
Wall's own choice of what he thinks
worth preserving. Not many should I
care to see omitted; it seems to me that
some gratitude is due to the administra-
tion of the State Literary Fund for
making it possible to include so large
a number.

About half the poems illustrate in-
genious or original thoughts of a philo-
sophic cast by means of parable and
exegesis, with effect often heightened
by a paradoxical mot de la fin. At least
one of them, “Boy Reading Gulliver,”
seems to me worthy of a place in any
anthology of 20th Century English poetry,
There is humorous verse too, and nature
tyrics, and satire; “God’s Own Coun-
try? is unforgettable but maybe too
Swiftian for anthologists.

Of course there are flaws one could
pick out; occasional clumsinesses in dic-
tion and order and rhythm, Personally
1 put Eileen Duggan and Seaforth Mac-
kenzie on a higher plane, But if Arnold
Wall is to be saccounted a New Zea-
lander after 50 years, but for these two,
I cen think of no other New Zealand
poet that I would place above him.

—GW.Z.

BONES, STONES, AND LIVING
MYTH
THE SILVER BOUGH. By Neil M. Gunn.
Faber and Faber, London.
"RANT - the archaeologist, digging in
‘Scotland, uncovers a grave full of

rire finds, Including a crock of gold

o (continued on next poge)
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WOW DO YOu KEEP YOUR
QANGEE SO BRIEHT AND
&

There's always praise where Zebo s
used, because it gives such & brilliant,
lasting polish.

Zebo is quicker, eleaner, and easier to
apply, too, because it's a ligusd. See how
your range takes oh new beauty and
Justre when you give it 2 quick rub-over
and then a lightning polish with Zebo,

ZEBO

LIQUID STOVE POLISH

Alsy ZEBRA PASTR in Tine
#nd ZEBRA PACKET LEAD.

Zo.
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477 x 83" x 84", £19/10/-
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10” Print Trimmer
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KOLYNOS SAVES

YOU MONEY TWICE

A DAY, GOES TWICE

AS FAR AS ORDINARY

TOOTHPASTE BECAUSE
HALF AN WCH ON

A DRY BRUSH

b ABORIGINALS OF ¥
IV THE TIUNGILLE TRIBE BURIED N
THEIR DISLODGED TEETH NEAR 2
A LAGOON TO MAKE >

‘oif THE MONEY YOU SAVE!
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rus.a) Feur a ram YL
AND SAW A DOCTOR, HE EX- NIpP
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FROM HER THUMB! CHECK '
YOUR BENTAL TROUBLES WITHAN
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YOUR TEETH. _ 28
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