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BOOKS

The Commonwealth
THE COMMONWEALTH AND THE
| NATIONS. By Nicholas eet Geoffrey
|

Cumberlege, London, for The Royal Insti-
|

tute of International Affairs. 8/6.

)

ROFESSOR MANSERGH, in
)
these studies of British Com-
monwealth relations, is tolerant
of their informality and looseness,
_in which he sees a deep wisdom,
and suspicious of the pedlars of
constitutional machinery as a means of
organising action. "If the peoples of
the Commonwealth do not feel called
upon to act with determination and de-
cision in foreign affairs, that is some-
thing which constitutional machinery
cannot remedy. It can interpret a com-
mon will, it cannot create it." This, ad-
mittedly, is the. view of the great
majority who think about such matters,
but one who happens to belong to the
small minority may be allowed to
bicker. May it not be that a "common
will" exists, waiting to be organised, but
for the obsession of leaders of public
opinion with obsolete assumptions, asso-
ciated with historic memories of "Down-
ing Street rule’? If the Commonwealth
is for its members "a form of reinsur-
ance against aggression," is it not
equally true that the effectiveness of a
defensive combination depends substan-
tially upon its being thought effective?
|
If "each and all are strengthened by

| the knowledge that in the last resort a
| challenge to world peace .. . would
enlist the support of their partner
| States in the Commonwealth," is the
|
last resort early enough? Professor
|Mansergh respects the polite orthodoxy,
initiated by the studied ambiguities of
Balfour, which is perpetually prepared
to whittle down its expectations of the
Commonwealth association until even
the demand for agreement, except in
extremity, is "tut-tutted" as an unattain-
able and indeed a presumptuous hope
|
to cherish, and until the res publica dis-
'solves into thin air, He lays great em-
phasis on the virtues of consultation,
but the destiny of discussion should be
decision; if it is not, the member States
-come out by that same door as in they
went. In this stimulating little book,Professor Mansergh is rightly preoccu-
pied with the problem of nationalism,
‘to which he gives a local habitation in
‘his remarks on India, the Far East andEire. On the last of these he writes
with special authority. The rapid trans-
formation of the Commonwealth during
and since the war is hardly yet to be
seen in perspective, but the author of
these interim reflections has shown
qualities which prepare a welcome for
the longer survey he promises on Com-
monwealth affairs from 1939 to 19040.N. C. Phillips
SOCIAL ADVANCE
VOLUNTARY ACTION. A REPORT ‘ONMETHODS OF SOCIAL ADVANCE. ByLord Beveridge. Allen and Unwin. Englishprice, 16/-.
HINKERS who look about them at
the widening area of State action
are asking what can be done to pre-
serve the vigour and abundance of vol-untary effort. They are afraid that in-
centives for action are disappearingwhile governments make themselves in-

|

creasingly responsible for social services. |

With these thoughts in mind, Lord Bev-
eridge set out so show what has been
done by social reformers in Britain, and
to examine possibilities for the diver-
sion of private enterprise to fields that
so far have been scarcely touched. The
historical section of the book, confined
mainly to the 19th Century, is full of
interesting material. Lord Beveridge de-
cribes the growth and functions of

friendly societies, trade unions, co-
operative stores, collecting societies and
other forms of mutual aid. He shows
that many times the initiative was taken
by a handful of men, often meeting to
discuss their needs in the parlour of a
village tavern. From mutual aid he
passes to philanthropy, and after sur-
veying the field he reaches the conclu-
sion that "most of the pioneers, so far
as anything is known of their opinions,
were moved by a religious motive or
came from a home where religion was a
reality."
What of the future? Lord Beveridge
has no difficulty in showing that volun-
tary workers can find ample opportunityoutside the social services controlled by
the State. Much more can be done for
the blind and the deaf, for handicapped
children, for unmarried mothers, the
chronic sick and the aged, Youth organ-
isations are only at the beginning oftheir tasks. In an age when domestic
service has ceased to be an occupationfor women, the needs of overworked
mothers require urgent attention. It has
been found that Citizens’ Advice
Bureaux, opened in Britain, have helped
people ‘to find their way a little more
easily through the complexities of mod-
ern life. In every direction new needs
are appearing. Lord Beveridge points
out that there are three conditions for
a continued advance in social referm:
opportunity for independerice, the sur-
vival of the religious motive, and a sur-
plus of money ayailable for experiment.If those conditions exist, voluntary
action should move ahead of the State,
as in the past, towards the improvement
of society. This book is an inspiring

LORD BEVERIDGE
"In every direction new needs are

appearing"


