AN EMINENT GATHERING

THE MODERN THEATRE, Eric Bentley, 13/- posted. A penetroting and witty investi=
gation of the contemporary theatre and its playwrights by one of its saverest
critics. A challenging ond prebing book.

THE WHITE PONY, Robert Payne. 20/6 posted, An anthology of Chinese poetry from
the earliest times to the present day, bringing together the finest flowers of
Chinese culture in a flawless transiation.

GLIMPSES OF WORLD HISTORY, Jawcharlal Nehru, 25/6 posted. A new edition of
this famous book which presents in popular form a fascinating picture of the
main events and currents of history, ancient and modern,

THE GLORIQUS ADVENTURES OF TYL ULENSPIEGL, Charles de Coster. 25/- posted.
This mighty tale of the fight of the Lowlands against oppression, full of a
Rabelaisian zest and unquenchable vitality, is one of the great novels of ail time.
With 100 woodcuts by Franz Masereel.

WELLINGTON CO-OPERATIVE BOOK SOCIETY LIMITED

MODERN BOOKS 48A MANNERS STREET,

WELLINGTON, C.1., N.Z.

radio listeners heard their

first broadcast of Down in
the Valley, a new folk opera com-
posed by the celebrated émigré
composer Kurt Weill to words by
Arnold Sundgaard, The performance
! was by students (vocalists and instru-
: mentalists) of the University of
! Michigan. Because or Kurt Weill's high
[reputation as a composer, and because
the opera was known to.deal with the
lives of ordinary people and their folk-
songs, the event was received with con-
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CLEANSE with incomparublonkrdona
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Ardena Skin Tonic . . . the perfected
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Cleansing Cream ... 7/5 to 19/10
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SMOOTH with Orange Skin Cream.
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look 1/6 te 30/3
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Whatever your age, it's that beautifully-cared-for look that is the
real essence of loveliness. No single preparation can possibly accomplish this. Elizabett
Arden has created the ideal basic routine . .. Cleanse . .. Tone . .. Nourish.
And, best of all, Elizabeth Arden has 3 generatiens of beauties to prove it.

FOR PERFECTION IN MAKE-UP . . . Ardena Face Powder . . . 13/9, 20/11. Rouge . . . 8/10. ‘
Upstick . « o« 10/6: Eye Shodo « o « 8/3 . ., all in Miss Arden’s newest colour—Crimsoa Lilac,
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AMERICAN FOLK OPERA

siderable enthusiasm. Recordings were
made of the performance by the Inter-
national Broadcasting Division of the
United States Department of State, and
copies have been lent to the NZBS. The
first New Zealand Uroadcast of the
opera will be heard from 2YA on Sat-
urday, June 4.

The score of Down in the Valley is
built around a handful of American folk-
tunes, of which the best known ig the
title song, familiar to New Zealanders
from the recorded version sung by the
Andrews Sisters. The story deals with
a group of Southerners who live in the
hilly country near Birmingham, Ala-
bama, and the plot is the simple tale
of Brack Weaver, a prisoner in the Bir-
mingham jail, who is waiting in vain for
a letter from Jennis Parsons, for whose
sake he killed Thomas Bouche. On the
night before his execution, he escapes
for a farewell visit to Jennie, and in
flashbacks the pair tell how Brack
courted her and then killed his vil-
lainous rival. When Brack finds that
Jennie still loves him but did not write
because her father forbade her to, he
goes back to jail to die peacefully.

Interwoven  in the score are five of
America’s best-known folk-songs. Brack
and Jennie fall in love at a prayer-meet-
ing as the congregation sings “Little
Black Train.” They dance to “Hop Up,
My Ladies,” and “Sourwood Mountain,”
and are reunited to ‘“The Lonésome
Dove.” As a background theme, Weill
tias used the tune from which the opera
derives its name.

The composer says that Down in the
Valley was conceived for non-profes-
sional production, and can be performed
“wherever a chorus, a few singers, and
a few actors are available.”” It takes al-
most no scenery, chiefly blue jeans and
calico dresses in the way of costume,
anything from & 20-piece to a sym-
phony-sized orchestra, and a chorus that
can range from 16 voices upwards.

Kurt Weill was born in Germany ig
1900, and studied music with Humper-
dinck, the composer of Hanse! and
The success of his
opera Der Protagonist in 1926 prompted
him to concentrate on music for the
stage, and he wrote eight operas, sev-
eral operettas, and musical comedies.
He left Germany in 1933 and after sev-
eral years in France went to the United
States. There, since 1935, he has con-~
centrated in composing for the Broad-
way Theatre, and some of his successes
have been Knickerbocker Holiday, Lady
in the Dark, One Touch of Venus, and
Street Scene, with libretti by such well-
known figures as Maxwell Anderson,
Ogden Nash and Elmer Rice.

ON SHORTWAVE

THE Australian Shortwave Inland Bervices
sare at present being heard hers at quite
fair strength in the afternoons and evenings
(except for some slight interference), carrying
either. the Interstate or the National pro-
grammes of the ABC.
Stations, Fregquencies,
Times of Transmissiom VLQ, 9.66 mc/s.,
31.06 metres (9.0 am.-2,0 am.); VLHS,
15.23, 18.69 (11.30 a.m.-8.1% p.m.); VLH3,
9.58, 31.32 (8.30 p.m.-2.9 a.m.); VLR, 9.54,
31.45 (10.30 am.-8.1%5 pm.); VLR2, 6.15,
48.78 (8.30 p.m.-2.0 a.m.}; VLI, 6.09, 49.26
(8.30 p.m.-2.0 am.).
Headlines in the Programmes: Guest of
Honour, 9.15 p.m., Sunday, VLQ; Cinemust-
(continued on next page) N
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