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twenty-five shillings. the
Caxton Press, and Janet and Black-
wood Paul could make them in New
Zealand at the present time. All readers
-will hope that their boldness wiilopay.
-—0.D.

SEA SHORE AND SEASONS
LIFE ON THE SEA SHORE. Written and
1lustrared by Dr. E. A. R. Ennion. Geoffrey

Cumberlege, Oxford University Press, 3/-.
NEWS FROM NATURE. By Alec H. Chis-

holm. Ilustrated, Georgian House, Mel-

bourne, 10/6. .

“T'HE little book on Life on the Sea

Shore, by Dr. Ennion, is No. 25 in
a list of 29 Chameleon books for chil-
dren. That, however, should not scare off
adult readers; ihdeed anyone with an
interest, either gmateur or expert, in the
creatures and plants of earth and water
will surely read these 76 pages with a
great deal of pleasure. How simply Dr.
Ennion explains his polyps, his bristle
worms, his shellfish family and his beau-
tifully coloured shore
plants—but he does
not over simplify and
thus mislead. His
drawings, black and
white and in colour,
could grace the most
magically illustrated
of the newest ex-
pensive books for
children; and again
accuracy and simplicity are the first
characteristics.

Mr. Chisholm’s book, three times the
price, three times the size, has for me
only about one third of the charm of
Dr. Ennion’s. News from Nature is a re-
print of 48 newspaper sketches on wild
fiTe published in Melbourne during the
war. There are a dozen articles for each
of the seasons; and round each article
there ts a good deal of the tedious wrap-
ping that newspaper columnists some-
times use over-lavishly. But after the
third paragraph, once or twice after the
second paragraph, the subject appears—
the strange orchids, the migratory birds,
the fungi, the birds’ nests, the wild
flowers—and Mr. Chisholm is square on
the note, simple, straightforward, and
interesting. Most of the photographs are
his own and some of them, particularly
the ones of birds’ nests, are quite beauti-
ful.

There are typographical errors in this
book which is on the whole disappoint-
ing for a post-war production. ).

EUROPEAN RECOVERY

THE WEST AT BAY., By Barbara Ward,
Allen and Unwin, London. English price,
12/6.

as good as

ARBARA WARD has the knowledge,-

in history and economics, wiich en-
ables her to explain the reasons for
Europe’s decline and the conditions for
recovery. She sees clearly that the issue
to-day is not—as many Americans be-
lieve it to be—an eventual return®to
“normalcy,” 'but the emergence of a new
way of life, strong enough to prevent
the spread of Communism. Western
Europe can survive only if its economic
systems can be integrated. American
aid, the most generous gesture of its
kind in history, will not equal 5 per
cent, of national production by the. Six
teen Nations in the period covered by
the Paris Report: it is in Europe itself
that the big effort must be made.
“American aid is like the last cog in
8 complicated machine,” writes Miss
Ward. “Its gbsence may bring the
whesls to & standstill, but its presence
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does not guarantee that they will grind
on. For that they need their own lubri-
cation and their own power.”

The interesting fact, revealed in a
brilliant analysis of economic and politi-
cal policy, is that the Americang are
contributing to a recovery which, if suc-
cessful, will establish the type of society
to which in theory and habit they have
been consistently opposed. Economic in-
tegration means control: there must be
regulation and co-ordination if wasteful
overlapping of effort is to be avoided.
As Miss Ward points out, Western
Europe is becoming the New World.
The Americans may not fully under-
stand the implications of Marshall aid:
Ahey may believe too easily that
economic assistance will bring back the
conditions for unimpeded trading. But
they are committed to a policy which
has a sort of historic necessity. Closer
association between the western nations,
in trade and defence, may promote the
federalisation which some thinkers ad-
vocated during the war as the most
rational way of overcoming the Euro-
pean dilemma. Their mistake was in
believing that a system of this kind
could be established by drawing up a
constitution. The real nature of integ-
ration is to be found in trial and error
and practical co-operation; and the
nations have been brought to.it, not by
intellectual conviction, but by imme-
diate problems in trade and strategy.
The attempt may fail, for it implies a
gradual curtailment of sovereignty.
There is, however, no other way of
meeting the challenge of Communism.
Miss Ward has written a valuable book:
and the surprising fact is that, in spite
of the complexity of her material, she
was able to produce it in six weeks,

—M.H.H.
AUCKLAND FAMILY BIOGRAPHY

A LINK WITH THE PAST. By the Hon,
Etiot R. Davis, M.L.C. Oswvald-Sealy (N.Z.)
Ltd., Auckland,

AEN who have lived a life as long
and varied ag this well-known Auck-
land business man, and legislator, should
be encouraged to write their reminis-
cences. New Zealand is weak in
memoirs, But if they so decide, they
should take two precautions: check their
memories, and submit their manuscripts
to someone with a literary bent, a know-
fedge of the period, and & capacity for
candour. Mr, Eliot Davis did take ad-
vice about his script. Dean Chandler,
of Hamilton, a friend of his, writes an
introduction, and tells us he urged pub-
lication, One may take it, how‘ever, that

Dean Chandler is not well acquainted

with the middle period of Auckland his-

tory, and one suspects that he gllowed
his friendship to cloud his literary judg-
ment. Mr. Davis trusted his memory far
too much, with the result that there are
a string of errors in fact, including mis-
spelling of names,
school, which he remembers with affec-
tion, and to which he has been a bene-
factor, he is not always accurate.
The book would have been a much
better one if it had been pretty rigor-
ously edited, a process that would have
cut out many trivialities. As it stands
it reminds one of a couple of old cronies
gossiping about their past, “Remember

Bill Smith?” “Yes, he married Bertha

Jones, and they’re living in X, Fine

girl, Bertha, wasn’t she?” And so on, and

so on. True, many prominent and inter-
esting persons walk in these pages. Mr.
(continued on next page)

Even about his old'

Let Alfred Jenkins, New Zetland's foremost body-building‘

authority, remould and develop your body and personality.

Possess rippling,. mighty muscles; smashing, controlled

strength, and be the envy of all who see you. Write NOW,

to-day, for Alfred Jenkins’ Free Book, "“Super Strength and

Perfect Health” that shows dozens of photographs of New

PROOF

Here's” feal proof of the
success wuchieved by some
of the enthusiastic users of
this oufstanding health sys-

tem. You, too, can achieve

success!
- * 0w

Moorhouse Street,

Ross, Westland.

Dear 8ir,—-1 have received
your exercises every Mon-
day, ond | can gratefully
say._that they are doing me
wonders. Beside physical
developments it has helped
me mentally. | feel fitter
and don’t tire ecsily at ali,
and | can truthfully say
that | have never felt fitter
in my iife.—{ remain, Yours

faithfully
(Signed) Noel Burrell,
® * [ ]

Fencourt, Cambridge,

3rd Dec., 1947

Alfred Jepkins,
22 Manners St., Wellington.
Dear Sir,—~} must say
that | wished } had done
this course long before now,
as it makes one feel as
though life is really worth
fiving. | can say that |
have never felt fitter be«
fore and consider that every
young chap should take this
course, as it most certainly
builds one up.—Yours faithe

Zealanders who, by taking this
course, now possess wonderful

physiques. This is your oppor-

‘tunity to develop a perfectly

proportioned and muscular body.

FOR FREE
BOOKLET

ALFRED JENKINS STUDIO,
22 Manners St., Wellingtan.

Plecse send me your . Free Booklet by return

- mail,

NAME,

ADDRESS.

NZ!

Age

»

L

fully (Signed} John Hogan. .
. ) l Enclose 4d, in stamps for postage, ) ,
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