
Hard Times for British
Musical Comedy

is a long time since Charley’sAunt was new, but she seems
capable of indefinite rejuven-
ation. News of the recent revivalof the farce in London was brought
to The Listener office the other
day by John Huson, who played SirFrancis Chesney in this brand-new ver-
sion. Apparently it is distinguishedfrom most productions in that it goesstraight back to the original book writ-ten in 1890, and includes even the tradi-
tional asides to the audience. More
Period flavour was added by CecilBeaton’s sets and costumes. It was at
the conclusion of Charley’s Aunt (whichran for 15 months) that Mr. Huson felt
he had earned a holiday, and. decidedto come to New Zealand to look up old.friends.
Mr. Huson began singing as a young
man, and trained at the Royal
Academy. But finding that (in his own
words) he was no Caruso, he branchedoff into musical comedy, in time manag-
ing his own company. Then came the
war, and after touring the ‘garrisontheatres with his company he joined theAir Force, rising from erk to Squadron-Leader, Most of his Service life was
spent in the Western Desert, where he,came in contact with several New Zea-
landers.
"My line was Air-Sea rescue," saidMr. Huson. "I was too old for ordinaryflying."
After the war he went back to the
theatre. "Things were so grim inBritain that almost the only thing youfelt you wanted to do for people was
make them laugh," he said. "Hence the

amazing success of Under the Counter
and Charley’s Aunt."
But he was not sanguine about the
future of musical comedy in Englartd.
"One of the troubles English musical
comedy has to face at the moment is
the influx of American shows. Oklahoma
and Annie Get Your Gun were both
flourishing -in London when I left. Thismeans there are fewer theatres availablefor British talent. I had an excellent
operetta offered me, The Olden Days
by Herbert Oliver, the man who wrote |Come Down to Kew in Lilac Time, butI couldn’t find a theatre for it. Most
of the big London theatres now are
owned by non-theatrical people, who are
interested only in shows that are assured
successes. And the rentals are usuallytoo high for the ordinary manager."
"Aren’t there any English shows i
America?"
"There’s a swung version of Charley’sAunt on Broadway called Where’s
Charley? and Cicely Courtneidge touredwith Under the Counter, but that was
a flop."
"What about the legitimate theatre?"
"That’s in fairly good shape. The OldVic has enormous’ prestige, and there’s
this new company of Olivier’s coming
along. It’s the musical shows that are in
a bad way. These young people don’t
need to sing any more. .They’ve in-stalled mikes in all the theatres, eventhe Savoy. And there’s a continual
drain of all the best talent to the films,
because that’s where the big money is.Most ambitious young actors plan for
two good West End shows and then
the films."
"Film salaries are higher than stagesalaries then?"

"Much higher. Film
salaries are going up
and stage salaries down.
Of course it’s just a
matter of time before
the bubble bursts. The
British film industry
can’t make ends meet
because of high salaries,
but no one is prepared
to advocate cutting
them."

:

Mr. Huson has done a
little film work, "a very
little," he says. His last
appearance was in The
Passionate Friends with
Anne Todd and Claude
Rains, directed by David
Lean. (A good film, he
tells me.) He was em-
ployed for five days, out
of which he spent 10
minutes on the set. He
sneezed at a critical mo-
-ment when the film was
being shown-and missed
his own appearance al-
together.
~ .Mr. Huson has heard |.
a lot about the high
standard reached | by
repertory societies in
New Zealand and is in-
terested in seeing as
much of their work as
possible.But most of his
time here will be spent
‘looking ‘up the old
friends aforementioned.

JOHN HUSON
"Young people don't need to sing any more"
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Youcan reduce theriskofa coldby

ADEQUATE SLEEP:
Childrenneed
morethanadults

FRESH AIR:
Stuffy,overheatedroomsarebad,So
ventilateandopen
windowsatnight:

SUNSHINE :
Sunbathe in
suitableweather, COD
takecodliver Lveboilinwinter: OL

BALANCEDDIET:
Adeqatemilk;dairyproducts,vegetablesandfruits:

CLEANLINESS:
Set thedailybathhabit

KEEP DRY IN WET WEATHER:
Avoidchillingandwet feet:
ToPreventacold8
Wearsuitableclothing,bootsandstrongshoes:Dodge thosewithcolds. Unguardedcoughsandsneezesspreaddisease. Stayawayfromothers,onedayor more,at heightof infectiousstageeCoverYourowncoughsand sneezes:
Ifyoucatchacold:Restathomeinbed,warmandoutofdraughts |Drinkplentyofwater, fruitdrinks,soups; etcaEatlight,nourishingdiet.

SeetheDoctor%the cold doesweqoWayi0Kewdars.
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