
study of the tensions of modern life
within the wider frame of history and
morality.
The narrative, carefully balancing ac-
tion and reflection, moves at a fast pace
conveying the texture and colour of the
deep South. The characters exhibit an
often violent dramatization in speech
and gesture, which would be unconvinc-
ing in any country other than that which
has produced Hollywood.J. R. Cole
THE POLICE
A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH
POLICE. By Charles Reith. Oxford Uni
versity Prass. English price, 3/6.

‘THE author of this useful little book
points out that in the course of her
history England has had three distinct
police systems-the Tything-man sys
tem introduced from the Continent by
the Saxons, the Parish-Constable sys
tem, and the "New Police" as the force
created after the passing of Peel’s Act
of 1829 was called. The Saxon system
did not long survive the Norman in
vasion of 1066 and gave way to the
Parish-Constable system. The story of
the breakdown of this system presents
a picture of the appalling conditions
prevailing in England in the latter years
of the 18th Century and the early years
of the 19th. Deputies who acted for the
parish-constables, night-watchmen and
runners, worked in co-operation with
law-breakers of every kind. Law-abid
ing citizens were at the mercy of thieves
and thugs. No one was safe. A Prime
Minister was held up and robbed by a
highwayman in Piccadilly. Disorder was
widespread. The Military was tried as
a law-enforcing agent and failed. The
State, triumphant over its enemies
abroad, seemed unable to protect its
people at home. Despite all this, the
merchants, wealthy citizens and prom
inent members of both political parties
strenuously opposed the creation of a
police designed to restore order and
check the wave of crime that had swept
over the whole country. A committee,
set up by Peel in 1822, reported that
curtailment of the advantages of free
dom of action and exemption from in
terference which were the great prin
ciples and blessings of society in Eng
land was considered too great a sacri
fice for improvements in police or facili
ties in the detection’ of crime. How, in
face of all opposition, the "New Police"
established under Peel’s Act finally suc
ceeded and how the new system was
introduced into the boroughs and coun
ties and developed into the Force as we
know it to-day is told in interesting
chapters.
A most interesting book upon a per
haps little known subject. A book that
shows ‘the dangers that may arise from
an insufficient, inefficient, or corrupt
police and emphasises the lesson that
to function successfully, a police must
have the goodwill and co-operation of
the public. The public must look upon
the policeman as its friend and pro
tector. John Gallagher
SOME NELSON HISTORY
HISTORY OF THE NELSON INSTITUTE.
C. B. Brereton. A. H. and A. W. Reed.
Price 8/6,

ABOARD the Whitby (350 tons regis-.ter) the Nelson colonists set up a
committee to organise a literary and
philosophical institute. It is true they
didn’t know how long they would be
before they sighted land again nor even
in what part of New Zealand they would

eventually settle. This was in 1841, And
now we have a history of the outcome-
unfortunately rather dull when one con-
siders the extraordinary ‘capacities and
careers of the founders of the Institute.
The Nelson Institute appears to have
undergone much the same growing pains
as have similar libraries and museums
elsewhere. We read that, at the first
meeting, "there ‘were too many present
to decide details,’ but in 1941 "the
annual meeting was again poorly atten-
ded" and "in 1947 there were insuffi-
cient nominations for a full commit-
tee." Nevertheless there were original
developments also, For example, when
the Savings Bank threatened (for the
third time) to put in the bailiff the

(continued on next page)

OF CENERAL INTEREST
VAN GoGh, 27/ Posted. A handsome double volumeof reproductions from the "Faber41Gallery' containing 22 paintings in full colour, with notes and an introduction by
Philip James;.
INISHFALLEN FARE THEE WELL, Sean 0'Casey, 16/6 posted. The fourth volume inthe great Irish playwright's autobiography, related with 0 unique blend of grimrealism and poetic imagery.
PRESSURE COOKERY, Anne Trebeck,7/9 pested. A comprehensive and thorough recipebook designed by an expert for perfect cooking with any type of pressure cooker.
SONS OF NOAH Negley Farson, 14/6 posted. In this new novel the author of "Way1(of a Transgressor depicts the life of a community in an American oyster townagainst a background of world events over twenty-five years.
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