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Letters

PURSUIT OF A CRITIC
To the Editor-
Sir-A. R. D. Fairburn does himself
a disservice when he attacks brass bands
in so bigoted and extravagant a manner.
He would do better to confine his remarks
to those subjects with which he is ack-
nowledged to have some slight famili-
arity. To compare brass band music to
bear-baiting and pole-squatting is a
gratuitous insult to musicians who at
least show sincerity in their approach to
music. Admittedly the repertoire ofbrass bands is limited, but does your
correspondent know that it hasin recent
years been widened by compositions
from the pens of such as Elgar, Holst,
John Ireland, Bliss and others? Surely.
A. R. D. Fairburn does not contend that.
these men occupy a lower cultural strata
than himself-or perhaps he does...
He typifies the musical snobbery of a
small section of the New Zealand quasi
-intelligentsia. If he is really interested
in forming his own opinion on brass
bands and not the loose "I am told" type
of criticism he indulges in, let him attend
a brass band recital.

J. D. GOFFIN (Timaru).

Sir,-Never in my life have I read
such a small-minded criticism as that
offered by A. R. D. Fairburn. Band
music is not only a necessity (as at
military parades) but an art, a very high
standard of musicianship being required
to perform well and to arrange and con-
duct. I consider his puerile remark con-
cerning Mozart’s’ Ei Kleine Nacht-
musik in extremely "bad taste as he
admittedly had not heard the perform-
ance ... Regarding his final paragraph,I say that as a critic of music,
Mr, Fairburn would make a jolly fine
grocer.
PATRICIA DOHERTY

(Wellington).

Sir,-Mr. Fairburn would do bettter
to study the bands and not the Diction-
ary ... Bantock, Elgar, Fletcher, Ire-
land and Wright write music for brass
bands. Malcolm Sargent, Sir Henry
Wood and others have mentioned the
thrill experienced when conducting
massed bands. Regarding the Mozart
"Night Music" played at Auckland, I
was one of the rhinoceroses, although
the paper musical critic, Dr. Nalden,
seemed to like my style in playful
mood ... R. SIMPSON

(Christchurch ).

Sir,-Brass bands admittedly play
music of a lower standard than the sym-
phony orchestra. But then there has been
no Beethoven or Mozart to write for
brass bands ... The age of the brass
band is slowly approaching. Already the
brass band earns great respect in Eng-
land, the home of brass bands. Gradually

this respect is spreading in New Zea-
land . .. Does Mr. Fairburn maintain
that the average bandsman has less
appreciation of music, proper or im-
proper, than the average seat-filler at
symphonic concerts, the average queuer
for opera-tickets, or the average swing-
fan? I would say that the tone of the
tenor horn was emotionally bleak com-
pared: with the mellow, rich tone of the
french horn, so important to the sym-
phony orchestra. Perhaps Mr. Fairburn
meant "the treacly sentimentality of the
euphonium." ...
BRYAN M. CRAVEN

(Auckland).

Sir,-Your correspondent would have
been better advised to have paid his
one and sixpence and gone along and
heard for himself rather than pass com-
ments about something he did not hear.
. » He obviously knows little about
brass bands or the hard, self-sacrificing
work that is put in by bandsmen (and
bandswomen), but if he had taken the
trouble to go and hear for himself he
would have heard playing, particularly
in the Championship

sewers
that would

have surprised him.
P. A. BOOTH (Petone).

Sir-A. R. D. Fairburn says that brass
band playing has little or no relation to
music. What does he mean by music?
Comic opera, grand opera, the National
Orchestra, a piano concerto, or a violin
solo? And would he class the concertina
and the ocarina as being music, instru-
ments not found in a brass band? While
we have such composers as Denis
Wright, Eric Coates, Eric. Ball, Ord
Hume, W? Rimmér, and the late Major
Alford, writing for brass bands, and
when we can fill Carlaw Park for a hymn
test, and Eden Park for the Marching
Contest, brass band music must appeal
to a large section of the community. ..
A. G. BARNES (Auckland).

Sir,-Mr. Fairburn’s first sentence is
a plain statement of fact with which
there can be no disagreement. The
remainder of his letter. tells us much
more about Mr. Fairburn-which I
grant you is an interesting subject-thanit does about brass bands. He criticises
at second-hand and without quoting his
authority, then uses a trick which is un-
fair to the reader, of argument by
analogy-the identification of band
music with athletics and by a shift with
all the graceless forms of athletics that
he can conjure up including even "pole-
squatting." ...
A. J. SOUTHGATE (Dunedin).

Sir,-What scathing criticism and a
dismal picture A, R. D. Fairburn has
painted of our bands, It is obvious that


