Perhaps the finest tribute paid to the
world-popular De Witt’s Antacid Pow-
der is the confidence with which it is
recommended by one-time sufferers to
their friends and tamily. #

The reason why De Witt’s Antacid

- Powder brings speedy celief is because
it has a three-fold action. Firstly,
excess acid is quickly neutralised.
Secondly., a soothing and protecting
layer is spread over the inflamed and
delicate stomach lining.  Thirdly,
special ingredients ensure celief over a
protracted period.

So have a canister of De Witt's
Antacid Powder handy in the house and
keep fit and free from digestive apsets.
Price 2;6, Double Size 46 (incl tax),

A productot E C De Witt & Co, (N 2§ Led,,
9, ﬁerben Street. Wellington New Zealand.
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MARGARET McMILLAN: A Memoir.
D'Arcy Cresswell,
London.

Reviewed by Ormond Wilson

ECAUSE this is the first work

of D'Arcy Cresswell's to be

published since Present With-
out Leave in 1939, I had looked
forward to it with some excite-
ment. I was in no way, however,
j prepared for what I found. A memoir of
i Margaret McMillan, socialist and welfare
i worker, commissioned by the Margaret
 McMillan Memorial Fund, hardly seem-
ed to offer much scope. And indeed,
Margaret McMillan, as a person, emerges
only indistinctly in this memoir, except
in the passages quoted from her own
vivid writings. The book # primarily
about the world she lived in; and that
iis where its interest lies,
The approach is significantly different
 from that of Mr,.Cresswell’s earlier dis-
i sections of New Zealand life and atti-
tudes. Then his vision was the vision
of a poet, and if he wrote “prose” it
‘was in the manner and with the polish
of a poet. In this work there are (for
admirers of those earlier writings) ex-
. Quisite passages of poetic insight, which
. brilliantly illuminate his argument, but
'its primary quality is its angry and
| biting attack on English social condi-
| tions.

BOOKS ON DRESSMAKING

assoute,y FREE!
LOVELY DRESSES FOR YOURSELF AND CLOTHES FOR

THE WHOLE FAMILY

OU do want smari,
'™ don’t yon? Of course,
with style and originality; but when shpp-
ping for them you find it practically im-
possible to get a frock within your means,
or one that isn’'t doplicated at least a dozen
times when you walk down the street. But
still it is possible for YOLU' to he the smartest
dresser in your town. It is pessible for you
10 make dresses for all your loved ones—and
YOU'RE SAVING MONEY and coupons!
This is the opportunity of a lifetime. Send
for this splendidly illustrated Free Book,
“How te Design. Cut, and Make Smarter
Clothes.” It explains the famous Dunrich
Home Dressmaking Course. But you must
hurry.

FREE BOOK ALL ABOUT THE
COURSE

OW to Make Lovely Clothes,

Alter and Modernise Clothing, @ How 1o
Make Clothes for the Family, ® How to
Make and Save Money Through Dressmaking.
@ How to Make Clothes to Suit Your Per-
sonality. ® How to Learn Everything About
Dressmaking this New, Easy Way,
® Dressmaking as a Career, ete., ete.

attractive clothes,
you do—things

¢ How to

‘ THE DUNRICH SCHOOL OF DRESSMAKING,
g Desk 3, 138 QUEEN STREET, AUCKLAND, ’ |

Dear Madame,—
Send me by return mail
entitled “How to Design,

NAME

!

HURRY COUPON
FOR YOUR COPY!

— — — S it g— p—

vyour FREE BOOK all about Dressmaking and Designing
Cut, and Make Smarter Clothes.” Encloge 2d. stamp, I

ADDRESS

L.26/8/49

a0

—
. . ,

Perhaps the clue to it is to be found
in the note at the beginning of Present
Without Leave:

Here in England one finds again the same
two million unemployed, the same rent
strikes in Stepney, the same puppet Govern-
ment and facade of good works, the same
buffer Departments between rich and poor,
the same charming sympathetic peopie who
want nothing changed, the same polish and
cleverness and fun on the face of things,
the same fake poets, kind critics and funk-
hole publicists. , . .

ENGLISH SOCIAL CONDITIONS

In the ten years since that was writ-
ten those first, and perhaps superficial,
observations have taken precise shape,
and we have here an analysis as keen
and, if you like, as one-sided, as any-
thing written by the nineteenth century
reformers. Take this:

But the great landlords had the most
urgent reasons for opposing reform, and by
far the most power and influence in effect-
ing their purpose. For in addition to the
industrialists and shareholders by whom the
poor were defrauded of their just wages,
there was, and still is, a more weird and
awful kind of extortionists who (in its fear-
fullest examples, though there were many
less dreadful) owned vast areas of the very
land whereon the working poor were crowd-
ed, which these owners never came near,
but by n#eans of agents they collected, bit
by bit, and from doocrstep to doorstep, along
miles of reeking alleys and through oceans
of unspeakable destitution, the immense for-
tunes which by 1his means they enjoyed—
a wealth which lost all taint of vulgarity,
and acquired the most inscrutable of alibis,
on being delivered at the mansions and ball-
rooms and racing_stables where it was spent,
It was something new in human history that
usury on such a scale, and with such conse-
quences in human misery, should be prac-
tised by gentlemen, who may even, in most
instances, be allowed to 4ave been good
men, on account of their invincible illusions.
For they were possessed (and are still pos-
sessed) by the illusion that their great
wealth and grandeur, so indispensable to
themselves, was also indispensable to the
Nation. These gentlemen took their preten-
sions from an earlier century and their pay-
rolls from this, and nothing more drastic
need be asked of them, to restore them to
sanity, than to reverse this extravagant mis-
conception, and equate their pay-rolls to an
earlier century and their pretensions to this.

In another passage he remarks that
“the ignorance of Englishmen about liv-
ing conditions and statistics in their own
country amazes the inquisitive and ad-
venturous visitor from the Dominions.”
It iy from the standpoint of an inquisi-
tive visitor that the book is written.
Here is a work of someone who still be-
longs, if not typically to New Zealand,
at least distinctively outside England;
and, because it is from a New Zealand
backgrou.nd that he writes, we can claim
this as a New Zealand book.

Some listenérs may still remember the
fascinating series of broadcasts, given
about 1938, in which D’Arcy Cresswell

Jjuxtaposed readings from the classics

with appropriate and contrasting music.
In a manner reminiscent of this tech-
nique, the memoir is illustrated by a
series of most happily selected photo-
graphs which, in the same way as the
book itself, give us vividly the setting
against which Margaret McMillan lived
and worked.

WHAT IS FREEDOM?
ON HUMAN FREEDOM. By John Laird.
George Allen and Unwin. 7/6 net.
PROFESSOR LAIRD (who died while
thede six lectures were being printed)
had a certain connection with this coun-
try. In the days when the more advanced
examinations of the University of New
Zealand were set and marked overseas,

D’ARCY CRESSWELL
An inguisitive visitor

he was one of our examiners in Philo-
sophy. He was only one of the minor
stars in the twentieth-century philoso-
phical firmament, but his writings, while
easy and colloquial in style, and a little
rambling in form, were far from care-
less in thought. He wrote the Home
University Library volume on Contem-
porary Philosophy. The fourth and sixth
of the present series of lectures are
hardly up to his best standard, but the
others are,

His subject here is not (except at one
or two points incidentally) any of the
“four freedoms” of which we used to
hear sometimes during the war, but free-
dom of the will. The position defended
is “undogmatic voluntaristic determin-
ism.” All events, including human
choices, are said to take place according
to unalterable laws; but this finding is
subject to correction. Professor Laird’s
main ground for it is that “it is desper-
ately hard to deny causes anywhere
without denying them everywhere,” and
no one in his senses would do the lat-
ter. He calls his determinism “volun-
taristic” because he does not wish to
deny that men may do as they choose,
or at all events that how they choosa
makes a difference to what happens, and
sometimes a crucial one; that is, he is
not a fatalist; but how men choose is
predetermined, by such things as their
“‘character.” “There is no such thing as
an uncaused volition. If, per impossible,
there were such a volition it would be
& casual vagrant upsetting and not sup-
porting moral responsibility. It would
be freakish, incalculable, lonely and
sporadic.”’

I am not sure—Professor Laird is not
sure himself——that he fully understands
the position he is opposing. A cautious
non-detéerminist would agree that a rea-
son can always be given for a man's
having acted as he did. It may be “Be-
cause he thought it his duty” (though
he would rather have done something
else), or it may be “Because he wanted
to” (though he ought to have donse
somethimg else), or it may be both. But
whether a man will act from duty or
from preference is not (on this view)
always predetermined.

This is a hackneyed theme; the posi-
tion Professor Laird defends-is not new,
nor are his arguments for it. But he has
a flair for drawing out the implications
of both common speech and the slogans
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