
Shield. There is much here to hold the
veteran and profit the young player.
Reese considers our bowling was better
50 years ago, when Fisher and Downes,
Frankish and Upham were playing. The
left-handers failed in Australia in 1898
because conditions were ,unfavourable,
but English conditions would have
suited them. The lesson thats stands out
in the book for the young cricketer is
practice-more practice-and still more
practice,
The book is too long. There is even
a little too much cricket--the cricket in
which Reese himself is not involved. He
writes competently and brightly, though
not with distinction, but much of the
travel record belongs. to the Tourist-
writing-home class. There is, however,
real value in his working experiences at
sea. We don’t hear enough about the
men of the Merchant Navy, and the en-
gineers get less notice than the deck
officers. Reese's first ship from England
was a small tramp going to the Far
East. There was no refrigeration for
food and no electric light. In this record
of his voyages below the water-line there
is something of the interest that has
made "A Surgeon’s Log" a classic of
the Red Ensign.

Admirably Illustrated
There is interest, too, in Reese’s ac-
count of his life as a businessman in
New Zealand, with its dealings in cement
and timber, and the running of sawmills
and ships. He and his eldest brother
and partner, T. W. Reese, cricketer and
historian of the game, have never allowed
the game to interfere seriously with their
work. The book is admirably illustrated,
Many lovers of the game, especially
those of middle age, will be glad to add
these photographs of teams and indi-
viduals to their collections. The photo-
graph of "W.G." at sixty-four, going out
to. bat, is worth the money by itself.
R. C. Robertsoh-Glasgow’s "46 Not
Out" is a very different kind of book.
Whatever he may have been at the
crease, he is a stylist in words, Most
cricketing books are written by batsmen.
"Robinson Crusoe," as he is called, was
a bowler, and generally went in last.
Charterhouse, Oxford, and Somerset
were his sequence. He was good enough
to play for the Gentlemen at Lord’s and
dream of a "Trial" for England. What
makes him important in the literature of
the game is his social and cultural. back-
ground. Born in the old privileged class,
he was at school when the first war
began the shattering of its world, and
he expresses his dislike of some aspects
of the new world in witty and pungent
English. He ‘approves, however, of the
disappearance of an old public school
system, in vogue when he went to Char-
terhouse, by which the housemaster was
not paid a fixed salary, but was expected
to make a profit out of the boys. Steeped
in the classics at school and university,
Robertson-Glasgow combines the fastidi-
ousness of the classicist with a keen ap-
preciation of varieties of character. There
is some good cricket-Oxford-Cambridge
rivalry, and the carefree play of Som-
erset, which is 'so far down in the cham-
pionship that it can afford to " ‘it
bloomin’ ’igh, bloomin’ ‘ard, and bloomin’

often." It also produced Jack White,
a left-hand slow bowler for whom Eng-
land would give its head to-day. The
chief interest in the book, however, lies
in the writer’s personality and the pic-
ture of the society he depicts. He cares
nothing for popular reputations, and
though he is a journalist (perhaps be-
cause he is) refuses to call Fleet Street
"The Street of Adventure." He knows
"an old man with a beard who is far
more interesting than Mr, Bernard
Shaw," and considers all streets excit-
ing. He is one of the best cricket re-
porters in England, and, reading this,
you will understand why. He has learned
that dullness is a cardinal sin, but that
brightness must keep arm-in-arm with
fact. A book to be read for its livelycricket chapters and for what goes be-
fore and after.
The slim centennial book about the
Graces covers: familiar ground, but even
those soaked in the subject may find
something new here and there, There
is a good deal about "E.M.," who was
older than "W.G." and preceded him
slightly in the revolutionising of bats-
manship. Like "W.G.," he played till he
was over sixty. Both were "characters";
"E.M." the more downright and unpre-
dictable of the two. Annoyed by a bar-
racker when he was batting, "E.M." left
the wicket and chased the man out of
the ground. Sixty years ago a Lancashire
bowler, Crossland, caused a controversy
like that raised by Larwood in Aus-tralia. After a scene at the Oval over
this bowling, Lancashire played Glouces-
ter, and Crossland’s first ball just missed
"W.G.’s" head. When the crowd pro-
tested, Grace walked over to the noisiest
section and told them he would have the
ground cleared if there was any moreof that. He then hit Crossland all over
the field till he had scored a century,
This sort of thing helped to make Grace
unique in cricket history. "G.F." was
the family’s tragedy. A fine batsman,
bowler, and fieldsman, he lives in cricket
history chiefly by a catch he took in the
first test match played in England, which
atoned somewhat for his two "ducks."
But "though one were strong as seven,
he too with death shall dwell"; a fort-
night later "G.F." was dead at thirty.
The only drawback to this record of the
most famous of cricketing families is
that the edition is limited to a thousand
copies; why, we don't know. It will be
surprising if a larger edition is not called
for. A.M.
FANTASY
AN. ATOMIC PHANTASY: KRAKATIT. By
Karel Capek. (Translated by Lawrence
Hyde), George Allen and Unwin. N.Z,
price, 9/6.
FIRST published in England in 1925
as Krakatit, and now reprinted (yet
if this is so, why do the page headings
read An Explosive Phantasy?), this story
is about the intrigues that a young
Czech engineer lands himself in when
he discovers how to liberate atomic
energy. The publishers say "it is a re-
vealing experience to read this work of
‘Capek’s prophetic genius." It is recom-
mended that readers test this statement
for themselves-though a warning about
the magazine-story writing is fair
enough. It§ sedative qualities are unmis-
takable. It is impossible to say what
proportions of blame must be shared by
author and translator. F.S.
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