Through N.Z. To=day (XLIX)

LEAVES OF GRASS

ALF-WAY through South-
land I began to feel con-
fused. I was not tired

physically, but I was seeing so
many new things every day which
were at the same time old things

that I wanted time

LIVING to think about
WITH them. So I wel-
SHEEP comed an oppor-

tunity that - happily
came to me of retreating into a tussock
valley out of sight of the road and
spending some days there among the
cattle and sheep. Shepherds visited me
once or twice, and a colony of stilts as
often as I even looked in the direction
of the swamp in which they were breed-
ing. But my constant companions were
sheep.
The cattle might have been more
companionable if I had been; but their

“COUNTING how often they get

By “SUNDOWNER”™

I think Whitman, if he had been a
New Zealander, would not have wished
to go and live with cows, but to loaf
his days away among sheep. And I
think they would have been hill sheep,
ewes and lambs on tussocks, with creeks
in the gullies, and outcrops of rock on
the ridges. I think he would have found
more there than a poet could easily
absorb, especially if the faces had
patches of oleari4 and manuka, and the
flats clumps of matagouri, I am sure
he would bave spent hours just sitting
on the tussocks and watching, counting
the number of nibbles shesp make in a
second, noting how soon they detect an
approaching storm, how many hours in
summer they spend lying in the shade,
how often they get up and at once lie
down again, how they will feed in the
open quite unaftected by the sun, then

owners had asked me not to let them
wander further down the valley than
the patch of big matagouris in which
1 was camped, and that proved easy.
All T had to do when they came too
near was to rush suddenly out of cover,
shout “umbalapa,” and sool on an
imaginary pack of dogs. As they were
young cows with young calves, led by
half a dozen growing steers, they would
soon be half a mile away; and after
three days of this they did not come
near at all

The sheep on the other hand accepted
me calmly, and when the sun was hot-
test even settled in with me under the
matagouri bushes. As they were run
sheep mustered at most four times a
year, 1 was surprised that my pre-
sence gave them so little concern. Even
, when I went to the creek to bathe, a
"walk of some distance without clothes,
they did mo more than move a little
out of my way, and they usually re-
turned again if I had driven them from
a sweet patch cf grazing,

decide instantaneously that it is too hot
and run for the shadow of a bush or a
bank. I can see him taking in all these
things for hours, with the burble of
the creek and that blend of scents given
off by tussock, meadowsweet, matagouri,
Maori onions, swamp-grass, and swamp-
mud, taking it all in and wanting noth-
ing else till the sun dropped over the
hill, the sheep climbed up to the ridges
and camping benches, and as he watched
them going over the skyline he saw
suddenly that the stars were out.

But these were hill sheep; and the
life of a hill sheep is so much fuller
than the life of a sheep sharing a tree-
less paddock with hundreds of others
that they ‘have not much more than
their voices in common.

% & ¥ .
BECAUSE the Mataura river was in
flood when I reached Gore, end “the

Waikaia when 1 reached Riversdale, I
spent & night at Waipounamu before

(continued on next page)
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-—imtil I found
STERADENT

1 was afraid to smile, because | was
so terribly conscious of my faise
teeth with their teli-tale stains and
dullness, Then ¢ discovered Stera-
dent, and how easily and thoroughly
it cleans and sterilizes them. My
teecth are really attractive now.
Steradent is safe for all ) ¢
dentures, including Acry-
lic Resins, Dissolve a
capful of Steradent in
holf a glass of warm 47
(not hot) water. §
Immerse your
dentures (£
overnight, or i
for 20 min- B

utes while
you dress.
Rinse well.

ent

Reckitt & Colman (New Zealand), Litd.,

Pharmaceutical Division,

Bond Kt., Dunedin, 8t.55

BACKACHE

makes
Housework hard!

No wonder housework is hard |
« « « o wonder there seems more,,
to do than one pair of "o
hands can possibly man-
age . » « for backache
tirns the most ordinary
of tasks into weary toil,
But when backache is
due to sluggish kidneys,
that is a trouble you can
soon put right. Yes,
SOON .. . because
many womengainrelief
simply by relying on De
Witt's Pills to restore
proper kidney action,

To so many women,
De Witt's Pills are a |
reliable standby . . . an
excellent source of re-
lief frombackache, So,
if you have this heavy
burden of backache, De
Witt's Pills come to
you with the heartfelt
recommendations of ¥
grateful people all F&
around you, i %

DeWitts= Pills

For Backache, Rheumatism, Joint Pains,,
Sciatica and Lumbago From chemistw
everywhere, 3/6 and 6/6 (plus Sales Tax),!
A product of E, C. De Witt & Co. (N.Z.}

» ilerben Strest, Woellington, New Z )
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IT'S MOMENTS -
LIKE THESE
YOU NEED

‘MINITES == |

THE. UNIVERSAL SWEET

MADE ONLY RY JAMES STEDMAN-HENDEASON'S SWEETS LYD., “SWEETACRES,” AUCKLANG,
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