Film Reviews, by P.J. W,

What is a Documentary?

TO THE ENDS OF THE
EARTH

(Columbia)

a preview of . this film on
the drug traffic there were

A
a number of bulky-look-

ing gentlemen  with vaguely
familiar faces who turned out to
be policemen in plain clothes,
There were also several customs officials
present, and since the picture was de-
scribed on the printed invitation as a
documentary, the guestion uneasily arose
as it proceeded, How much can these
men really learn from it?

To the Ends of the Earth is said to
be based on the files of the Narcotics
Bureau of the United States Treasury
Department. Doss that make it a docu-
mentary? All the participants are indis-
putably film actors and actresses. Dick
Powell is the agent who brings to jus-
tice the members of an international
opium ring, Signe Hasso is the woman
in the case, and Vladimir Sckoloff is the
Chinese narcotics commissioner. Surely
a documentary is essentially a document,
a transcript of realdife in which ordinary
people are seen at work at their every-
day occupations.

So although the basis of To the Ends
of the Earth may be factual, to call it
a documentary seems to be giving it
more importance than it actually
possesses. It is largely a matter of in-
tent, of course, and this film seems in-
tended to attract as many people as
possible to the box-office through its
revelations of the seamier side of life,
given superficial authenticity by inci-
dental references to the United Nations,
the Narcotics Bureau, and international
co-operation. Still, few who see the.film
should fail to enjoy it, if simply as a
somewhat better-than-average thriller
that keeps them on the edge of the seat
right until the last moment of suspense.

The events take place around the year
1938, when the Japanese were complet-
ing their conquest of Manchuria. Dick
Powell, as Commissioner Barrows of
Los Angeles, gets on to the trail of a
gang of opium smugglers who are oper-
ating in a big way. The
trail leads first to Shang-
hai, where he has some
thoroughly melodramatic
adventures in a sinister
Oriental atmosphere, Al-
though one or two minor
crocks are killed, he is
after the ringleader of
the gang, a mysterious
person called Jean
Hawks, so from Shanghai |
he goes to Cairo. Here
he succeeds in locating 3
a hidden poppy field and 3
even in discovering how }§
the raw opium is smug-
gled out of the country
—in the first stomachs
of camels (they have @
four) headed for a
Beirut slaughtar-house.

PEGGY CUMMINS and REX HARRISON in a scene

BAROMETER
FAIR TO FINE: “To the Ends of
the FEarth.”
FAIR TO FINE: *“Escape”

From Beirut he follows the opium to
Cuba, and from there to New York,
where a final attempt to smuggle the
drug into America—five million dollars’
worth of it by now—is thwarted. The

rest of the gang are then captured, and;
finally the identity of the mysterious .
Jean Hawks herself is revealed, to the

smug satisfaction of those who had
spotted her five or six reels beforehand.
A large part of the film’s undoubted
success must be credited to the down-

right performance of Dick Powell as|
the® agent who goes to the ends of the:

earth (almost) in his pursuit. He doces

more to make the whole thing believ- |
able than the plot, the dialogue, the:

photography, or the spoken narrative

technique.

ESCAPE
(20th Century-Fox)
'l“HE worst that can be said of this

modernised version of John Gals-:
worthy's play is that the sentiment on

which it is based now seems a little too
unworldly to provide convincing motiva-
tion for the action. The idealistic Matt
Denant (Rex Harrison) goes to prison
for accidentally killing a policeman who
is about to arrest a prostitute in Hyde
Park. This appears such an injustice
that no one is surprised when he is
assisted, after escaping from Dartmoor,
by the local squire’s daughter (Peggy
Cummins), nor when she quickly falls
in love with him. In some exciting se-
quences Harrison gets entangled in a
fox-hunt, converts a motor-car,
through a swamp in the mist, takeg off
and crashes in an aeroplane, and then
gives himself up so as not to prejudice
the position of the village parson whose
church he is hiding in. Points which
lift the film out of the rut are an al-
most flawless piece of casting (including
William Hartnell as the police inspec-
tor), some solid, clean-cut acting by the
principals,

rural, moorland England.

from “Escape”
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and a fine atmosphere of;

Yacuum Cleaner NON-KINK HOSE,

want to—but the point is that no matter
how you use it, this hose will alwaoys
REMAIN STRAIGHT AND FLEXIBLE WITH
NEVER A KINK. It's the easy-to-handle
hose—and tt's Haywin, of course!

This is only one of the many factors
that make the Big "New Haywin” such
a satisfactory vacuum cleaner., You’ll be
happy with a Haywin.

H5

Based on an actual photograph THIS PICTURE SHOWS
THE AMAZING FLEXIBILITY of the ““New Haywin'

You can try this if you like—and the hose will _immediately
snap back into its origina!l form. Not thot we imagine you

‘Write to Hay's Limited, the Friendly Store,

Christchurch  {N.Z. Distributors of Haywin),
and they will be glad to send you full details
and tell you where your nearest agent is to
be found.

NOW ONLY £15/15/-
VACUUM
CLEANER
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FREE TRIAL OFFER—

SLIMFORM

GIRDLE CO. LTD.
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AREYOU
TOO FAT ¢

Are you one of these women whose otherwise
fashion-right figure

always and all ways . . .
GIRDLE is your undeniable choice.

Maode from “live” LATEX the miracle SLIM-
FORM GIRDLE gives immediate figure control.
The amazing LATEX perforations, simply by -
your natural body movements, flatten bulging
abdomens, slim spreading hips and smooth pro-
truding back
velvety soft SLIMFORM, so light, so comfort-
slims as
figure into new lines, new Secu'ry.
FREE! We will send you o SLIMFORM GIRDLE,
tailored to your measurements, absolutely Free.
then if you're not satisfied, return it to us.

is marred by excessive
If you need just that extra con-
the kind that coaxes your figure
then a SLIMFORM

fines. And all the time the

remoulding your
TRY T

it controls,

Wear it for 10 days,
It costs you nothing.

SLIMFORM GIRDLE CO. LYD.,

1 Aiston Chambers,

63 Queen Street, Auckfand.

Please send me particulars of the ,
10 DAYS’ FREE TRIAL OFFER

and literature illustrating the SLIMFORM.
garments. | enclose 2d. in stamps. :
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