In Westminster
Abbey

(Extract from a letter to her Mother by
a New Zealand Girl in London)

SAVED the Abbey for a day when I

would be alone—and free. As a pre-
liminary I walked along Victoria Em-
bankment to Big Ben and Westminster
Bridge. From there I saw the Houses of
Parliament and stood and watched “that
mighty heart” which was far from “ly-
ing still.”

I entered the West Door and just
stood and gazed at the lovely Gothic
architecture. I wandered in a sort of
vacant way towards the High Altar, and
from there 1 stepped back through the
pages of history as I walked from chapel
to chapel. Facts of history learnt years
ago, and stored in forgotten places of
my mind suddenly returned ko me.
Dates, old elusive dates, I remembered.
And the long line of Kings and Queens
and the pageant of English history all
came back. Here was the old shrine
of Edward the Confessor, worn and
scarred by weary pilgrims; here the
tombs of Mary Queen of Scots, and
Queen Elizabeth; Henry VII's Chapel
with all its fantastic ornamental cary-
ings; the tombs of Royal children, the
East Window, the Air Force Window
of this war, with its chapel—a very
lovely thing. Past, present and future
seemed to be one—just a passage of
time, a history of wars and struggles, of
victories and failures, of heroism and
tragedy.

When I came to the tomb of the
Unknown Warrior and the chapel of
all the millions who died in the Great
War, I could take in no more. I stepped
out into the sunlight and walked away.
Then half-way down the street I remem-
bered the Poets’ Corner. I had not
looked for it!

I don't think I'm very good at look-
ing at buildings. The atmosphere of a
place sweeps me off my feet and I walk
as a New Zealander of English stock, a
pilgrim to a shrine, not examining the
building or noting its features, but lost
in the past. Only when you've wand-
ered out into London again and have to
recollect where you are, do you
remember some of the things you've
missed.

St. Paul’s did not impress me in the
same way. Perhaps it was merely a
different mood, perhaps it was because
I'm a little less ignorant about West-
minister Abbey. S8t. Paul's was too vast
and seemed almost pretentious (God
forgive me!) The sightseers clattered
and talked and had the same effect on
me as a person rustling a paper bag
during a symphony, The sightseers in
the Abbey walked and whispered, and
in some subtle manner showed more
respect. Even the Cockney woman who
gazed at the High Altar and said, “Eu,
ain’t it lovely,” seemed to understand
and revere. —H.B.S.
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LOOK INTO YOUR #EADACHE

Irritated, jumpy nerves
are quickly soothed by
TWO Anacin tablets,
Anacin brings fast, safe
relief from g/l head-
aches.

WHAT CAUSES HEADACHES?

A headache is a symptom — not a disease,
and may have many causes, But, there
is no need for you to suffer pain while
your doctor finds the cause. Apacin brings
fast, safe relicf.
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The big difference between Anacin and other pain remedies 1s that

Anacin is not prepared with one, two or three ingmdi;nts-—-but with
FOUR! Anacin contains Aspirin, Phenacetin, Caffein, snd Quinine,
Anacin is the ONE anti-pain remedy which gives you Quinine, Sold

at all chemists and stores in units of 12 and 30, and bottles of 50 and 100,
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FAST RELIEF

Kolynos (N.Z.) Ltd., 60 Kitchener Street, Auckland

ANAC/A/

SEGISTEIRED TRAGE WANK,

With the 4th ingredient QUININE

NEW ZEALAND LISTENER, JANUARY 28

Yes, this outstanding medel {s a twin
sensation—a double value! As it oper-
ates on longlife batieries or AC mains
it can be used as a portable or a bed-
room set, Completely enclosed in a
delightful two-tone cabinet that protects
it from unexpacted summer showers, the
Regent Dual Power Portable is an ideal
fravelling companion. Even distant pro-
grammes are dellvered with clarity,
power and full, rich tone—asee it,
hear it today!
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