SPECTACLE WEARERS

Your eyes probably need more than the

usual amount of care. They are liable
to become easily irritated or strained.
Give them every assistance with Optrex
Eye Lotion. Optrex Eye Lotion helps tone
up tired and strained eye muscles, keeps
the eyes sparkling and fresh; Optrex gives
glasses an opportunity of doing their real
work,

the
eye lofion

Optrex (Overseas) Lid,, 17 Wadsworth Rd.,,

Perivale, Middlesex, England. * 68

WHAT’S Teething TROUBLE

No need for this baby to worry when testh-
Ing time comes. His bloodstream is cool,
his system regular because his mother gives
him Steedman’s Powders — the gentle, safe
aperient, Used for over 100 vears for child«
ren up to 14 years of age.,

Writs now for Fres Booklet ‘Hints to Mothers'

9 . Van Staveren Bros. Lid.,
Ve ...

Lr. Taranaki St,, Wellington,

STEEDMANS

POWDERS
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‘| explaining what

Yes, Begys offer
you guaranteed satis.
faction and prompt
service in repairs to
ALL makes of Radios.

vight away.

Begg's highly-qualified radio technicianps,
wusing the latest clectronic equipment, assure
you of expert workmanship at low cost
Begg's collect and deliver promptly, give
free estimates, and unconditionally guar
antee all work, Full range of spare parts

earried for ALL makes

If your set isu’t per
forming satisfactorily, don’t wait for serious
and expensive troubles to set in—ring BEGG'S

THE MUSICAL & ELECTRICAL CENTRE

CHARLES BEGG & CO, LTD.

Agckiand,  Wellingten,

Nelson, Timaru, Oamaru,

Caristchurch,
Dunodin, Hamiitos, Palmerstea Nerth,
tavercargil,
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London Letter

(By Airmail — Special to
“The Listener”)
DECEMBER 22

HE great Lysenko controversy

(with which The Listener

has already made its readers
conversant®*) has just been aired
by the BBC, which persuaded
Professor J. B. 8. Haldane to come
to the microphone with three other
scientists, The occasion might have
been more interesting than it was, but
even so the News Chronicle printed a
quarter-page spread by Ritchie Calder,
significance it could
have, and why it was likely to mean
little; namely, because Professor Hal-
dane was expected to withhold his judg-
mént on Lysenko’s theories until a full
translation has been published of the
500 pages of discussion at the August
Conference of the Soviet Academy.

That is just what did happen. Pro-
fessor Haldane said that he disagreed
with a lot of Lysenko's theories, but de-
clined to pass any judgment until he
has seen the transjation, Until it comes
out, he has several more months in
: which to consider in advance his posi-
| tion as a Communist and a geneticist
i whose theories are now denounced by
| Lysenko (and by the Soviet Academy
of Agricultural Sciences).

In the meantime, he is accused by Dr.
O. H. Frankel in a letter in the BBC
“Listener of misleading the public: “He

*T. D. Lysenko succeeded N. 1. Vaviloy
as head of the Soviet Institute of Plant Indus-
try about 1941. According to Professor Eric
Ashby, formerly scientific attaché to the Aus-
| tralian Legation in Moscow (who discussed
; the relationship between Vavilov and Lysenko
{in a talk recorded for the NZBS about two
years ago), Lysenko has more influence in
political circles in Russia than he has stand-
ing in the entific world. According to him,
the principles by which heredity is studied
all over the world g&re wrong principles and
contrary to Marxien philosophy. In The
Listener of May 9, 1947, Dr. O. H. Frankel,
of Christchurch, wrote, “. , , The greatest
contribution the world of science can make ...
towards a full resumption of the great work
Russian geneticists and plant geographers did
in the 'twenties and 'thirties under the leader-
ship of N. I. Vavilov is to expose the medieval
quackery of the Lysenko school.”

J. B. 3. HALDANE
.

SOUND AN FURY

does not ‘talk Lysenko’ to scientific
audiences; he speaks with one voice to
scientists, with another to the public.”’
Dr. Frankel says that a man of Pro-
fessor Haldane's standing as a popular
writer on science “may be in a position
to convert single-handed a clear-cut
issue into a ‘quarrel among specialists’
where ‘there is right on both sides.’”

* » *

T is proposed in London to establish

an Institute of Recorded Sound; art-
icles of association are being drafted and
headquarters are being sought. The pro-
ject is to build up sound-archives on
similar lines to those of the British Film
Institute, and 25 learned and technical
bodies are ready to assist, including the
Ministry of Education, the great record-
ing companies, the BBC, the Arts Coun-
cil, and the British Council.

It would establish a library of gramo-
phone discs and other types of recording
going back to the Edison period,
strengthened by current output in four
main categories: languages and dialects;
speeches and historical events; scientific
and medical; and music, Western and
exotic. There are already some great
commercial and private collections in
Britain and if these were wholly or
partly deposited with the Institute, the
archives would soon contain about
200,000 discs,

There would be vocal records from
the Caruso epoch, folk-song, animal
sounds, and bird-song, irregular heart-
beats, stammering and its stages of cure,
and the instructions and comments
uttered by a surgeon during a major

operation,
¥ ® *

\VILL all England eventually talk

BBC English? Sir Ernest Gowers,
a former Civil Servant, whose book
Plain Words (from His Majesty's
Stationery Office) was a best-seller
some months ago seems to think so.
The BBC Year Book of 1948, which is
just out, contains en article by him in
which he says that in the BBC England
has created the Academy of English

T. b. LYSENKO
4 clearcut issue may become a guarrel amongd specialists
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