
KNOW YOUR CLASSICS
"THIS is one of a new series of articles written for "The Listener" by
BESSIE POLLARD As with the preceding series, published some
time ago, the aim is to help the student and the interested listener
towards a more complete appreciation of good music.

"Sea Drift,"for Baritone Solo, Mixed Chorus and Orchestra
(Frederick Delius)

ELIUS’S Sea Drift is based on Walt Whitman’s poem which tells the rather
tragic story of two birds who built their nest on a lonely part of the seashore
and a boy who watched them at mating time; one day the hen bird disappeared
and was never seen again: " ... And thence forward all summer in the sound of
the sea, or flitting from briar to briar by day, I saw, I heard at intervals the remain-
ing one, the he-bird, the solitary guest from Alabama .." says Whitman. The tell-
ing of the story in Delius’s work is shared by the lonely boy (baritone soloist) and |

the chorus, which also personifies the cock-bird crying out to the wind and stars to
bring him back his mate. The whole is an impression of the drama of life and
death, and the yearning and regret which comes from separation.
The 45-bar orchestral introduction gives out several motifs which play a
significant part as the work unfolds; the first of these is heard at the very opening
from muted strings ("A" below), while the wood-winds announce a theme descrip-
tive of the waves ("B" below); as the tension increases, much use is made of a
rising bass figure ("C" below)- :

The Chorus enters softly in bar 46, narrating the opening lines of the poem;
in bar 59 the oboe gives out a motif describing the "feather’d guests from Alabama"
("A" below); the solo baritone begins in bar 74, telling of the happy life of the two
birds. In bar 123, a lovely solo violin passage is heard soaring above chorus and
orchestra ("B" below)

;

In bar 153, the baritone declaims, in a dramatic recitative, the story of the hen
bird’s disappearance; the cor anglais gives out the motif of the "remaining one"
in bar 167 ("A" below); at bar 209, we hear a new motif from charm and

orchestra
(‘B" below)—

There is an exquisite passage for chorus (a cappella) at bar 344, beginning

The "gentle call" motif is announced by strings in bar 398 CH below), risingto a despairing climax in bar 411 ("B" below)

"Sea Drift," by Delius, will be heard from Station 2YC at 9.0 p.m. on Friday,
January 14.

QUICK QUIZ ON POLISHING
What do you use on 8 dull floor?
Floor Polish. Yes, but suppose you
want a quick shine, an easy shine, and
a lasting shine. The answer is LIQUID
POLIFLOR of course: This new
Poliflorquality product is now available
everywhere. LIQUID POLIFLOR is
a product of extensive research and is
made of high quality constituents; The
more you use LIQUID POLIFLOR the
better foors and furniture will look and
the longer they will last. Ask your
grocer for LIQUID POLIFLOR in
the handy sprinkler tin.

WAKE UP YOURLIVER BILE_
Without Calomel-~And Yod'I Jump oat
Bed in theMorningFullof Vin:
Tne liver should pour out two

Rotnds_
6

iiquid bile into your bowels daily: this bileis not fowing freely, food doesn't digest:It justdecays in the bowelso Wind bloats uP
your stomacb: You get constipated: Youcwhole system is poisoned and you feel souc;tiredand wearyand the world looks blue:
Laxativesareonlymakeshifts: A mere bowemovement doesn't get at the cause: It takesthose good old Carter'S Little LiverPills togettbose two pounds of bile dowing freely and66make you feel upand up: Harmless;gentleyetamazing inmakingbiledow freely.Ask forCARTERS LittleLiverPillsbyname
Stubbornly refuseanything else. 1/81d.Distributors Fassett 6 Johnson, Ltd, LD
Buildings,MennersSted;WellingtonsC2

AwakelikeaGiant Refreshed !

Sound;SteadyNerves,
TheyMean SoMuch

SLEEPis theperiodofrecuperation--thetimeforrestoringthetired tissuesofthebodyand
re-energising the vital forces. For this work,
Naturedemands a supplyof the right kind of
nourishment;and amostperfectmethodofpro-
vidingthis consists intakingacupof 'Ovaltine'
justbeforeyougo to bed. Ovaltine' contain8
the concentrated nourishment extracted from
Nature'$ finestfoods__maltextract;fresh creamy
milk,plusnew-laideggs. Itisacompleteformof nutriment for rebuilding body, brain and
nerveswhileyousleep:
For Health ofBody,Brain and Nerves
Drink
DeliciousOvaltine
TheWorld$MostPopular FoodBeverage
For frecSample, Send 3d. in stamps,to coverpackingand
postage;toSalmond&SpraggonLtd,Box662,Wellington.

Listen-into"TheOvaltineySbow; 6.15pm:,Saturdays,allZBStations;
4. VANDERLTD,LONDON: Nz: FACTORY:NORTHRD:,PAPANUL,CHRISTCHURCH: 898


