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and was never seen again: “ ... And thence forward all summer in the sound of

the sea, or flitting from briar to briar by day, I saw, I heard at intervals the remain-

ing one, the he-bird, the solitary guest from Alabama ..” says Whitman. The tell-

ing of the story in Delius's work is shared by the lonely boy (baritone soloist) and

the chorus, which also personifies the cock-bird crying out to the wind and stars to . .

bring him back his mate. The whole is an impression of the drama of life and . e wa/(e lll'ea G/ant Reﬁ’cs[yed!

death, and the yearning and regret which comes from separation.

The 45-bar orchestral introduction gives out several motifs which play a
significant part as the work unfolds; the first of these is heard at the very opening
from muted strings (“A” below), while the wood-winds announce a theme descrip-
tive of the waves (“B" below); as the tension increases, much use is made of a
rising bass figure (“C” below)—
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The Chorus enters softly in bar 46, narrating the opening lines of the poem;
in bar 59 the oboe gives out a motif describing the “feather’d guests from Alabama”
(“A” below); the solo baritone begins in bar 74, telling of the happy life of the two
birds. In bar 123, a lovely solo violin passage is heard soaring above chorus and
orchestra (“B” below)
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The “gentls call” motif is announced by strings in bar 398 (“A” /below), rising Drink
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