
HENRY WILLIAMS
THE LIFE OF HENRY WILLIAMS. By
Hugh Carleton. Edited by Sir James Elliott.
A. H. and A. eed.
T was in no impartial mood that Hugh
Carleton approached the task of writ-
ing the life of his father-in-law, Henry
Williams, "a man who was looked up
to by his own family with a feeling
akin to veneration." With the highly
commendable aim of defending an un-
justly. slandered reputation he protests
his case in terms which would carry
greater conviction if they were less
vehement. Henry Williams is spotlessly
white; his enemies are blacker than
night. Not many students of New Zea-
land history to-day would deny to Wil-
liams a high and honourable place
among the world’s great Christian mis-
sionaries, but the phrases in which Car-
leton maintains his immaculacy require
some qualification if they are to be ac-
cepted as applying toa mortal. As a
biography. .pure and simple Carleton’sbook ‘has all the faultsof an age which
demanded heroes: of superhuman per-
fection, but for the period of 1823-67
it is certainly one of this country’s most.
important historical documents, not only
for its account of the mission’s growth
under a remarkable leader, and inevit-
able clash with other less desirable ele-
ments of European immigration, but
also for the light it sheds on Maori
polity, Maori. custom, and the endless
wars by which that race was distracted.
A large portion of its two volumes,
which have neither chapters nor page
headings, consists of extracts from the
journals of Henry Williams, of letters
written by himself and his wife. A con-
siderable amount of its wealth of his-
torical material is dispersed among
voluminous footnotes.
But whatever its merits or demerits,
the life of Henry Williams has long
been out of print, and Sir James Elliott
is certainly to be congratulated on mak-
ing it available to the ordinary reader
in condensed and simplified form. Very
wisely he has not touched upon the Wil-
lims’s land claims-an over-emphasised
controversy that may well be regarded
as closed-but I regret that he has not
seen fit to include the early part of
Volume II, dealing with the sack of
Kororareka and Heke’s war, in my
opinion the most interesting part of the
whole book. As an editor he is regret-
tably unobtrusive in that he makes no
attempt at judicial appraisement of the
statements of an exuberant partisan. In
consequerice one is left with a slightly
unreal impression of Henry Williams,
who was not a long-suffering, much per-
secuted man, at the mercy of ruthless
slanders, but a spirit at once combative
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THE RED MIN TIN.
Sounds like a name from ancient
China, but the Red Min Tin is to-day'$
answer to your furniture polishing
worries: Min is the new furniture Wax
Cream specially recommended for all
highly polished surfaces such as Pianos,
Radios, and highly polished furniture_It is the perfect treatment for enam-
elled surfaces and paintwork: Well
known in England, and rapidly gaining
popularity in New Zealand, Min is the
white creampolish with a hundred uses.
A little Min applied on 8 cloth will
quickly remove fingerprints and grime
from doors and cupboards. No job is
too large or too small for Min. Ask forthe red Min tin at your favourite store:
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Relief!

Vincent'S Tabletsbringswift;3-wayrelief
fromall nerveand muscularpain| Vin-
cent'$ famous pink tablets are a well-
balanced combination of three valuable
medicinal ingredients ; theyprovide:
ASPIRIN to relievepain!
PHENACETIN to helpreduce the temperature1
CAFFEINE to stimulatethe nervous system/
Genuine_
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You wiii find che Solent

aylngboats; swift, spaclous and restful IAnd theywili land You wichln 8 few mlnutes
0( the city! There'$ nothing to equal Bricain'$ bese
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Just intimetoCHECK that
THINNING HAIR �y
ITSNO USE splitting hairson thesubjectof
thinning hair. Baldnessmay come fasterthan
you thinkifyou don't takeaction rightaway:ForSERIOUS THINNING HAIR and Heavy
Dandruff therefore, try Pure Silvikrin the
concentrated hair food:ForGENERAL CARE of theHair Silvikrin
Lotion is recommended: It keepsyourhaif
lustrous and glossy checks dandruffand
falling hair and keeps your scalp in goodcondition:

Silvikin Sivkn

FOR HEALTHY HAIR Soldbyallchemists,
MadeforDrugsLtd:,145SydneyRoad,London storesandhairdressers:

N.IO,England 29.


