progressive attempts to trace deeper and
deeper intc the dust to which had re-
verted the foundations of successive
cities built solely of sun-dried mud-
bricks.

Before Botta and Layard took the
simple initiative of opening them with
spade snd pick.. burrowing through the
mud-filled ruins of palace rooms to lay
bare the slabs of sculptured stone which
lined them. the stone colossi at the
cates, and the massed libraries of clay
tablets inscribed in cuneiform script,
the curious traveller who climbed these
great mud hills might speculate that
here probably was Nineveh, or Baby-
lon, or Ur of the Chaldees.

4 ¢ With the interpre-
tation of the cunei-
¥/ form script almost
. miracutously solved
- by Rawlinson in

) 1847, it was possible
J for Layard to prove
that the palace
A opened by his work-

. men on the Kuyun.
jik mound  mear
Mosul, was a palace of Assyrian Nine-
veh, its king, the Sennacherib of scrip-

ture,

In this magnificent edifice 1 bad opened
no less than seventy-one halls . . .. whose
walls, almost without vexceplion, had been
panelled with slabs of sculptured alabaster
recording the wars, the triumphs. and the
great deeds of the Assyrian king. By a
rough calculation. about 9.880 feet, or nearly
two miles, of bas reliels . were un-
covered,

The iwenty thousand-odd tablets of
Sennacherib’s library, massed two feet
deep on the floor of two large chambers,
were sent to the British Museum, where
in 1872 one was recognised as repre-
senting the Chaldean account of the
Deluge. The astonished Assyriologist
deciphering the tablets in the Museum
read “that the ship rested on the moun-
tains of Nizir.,” This was followed by
the account of the sending forth of the

dove, and its finding no resting-place :

and returning. Not only this account of
the Deluge, but also the no less signifi-
cant account of the Creation was identi-
fied among Sennacherib’s "tablets.
These are a few of the triumphs of
the pioneers of Mesopotamian archae-
ology reviewed by the author in his racy
nartative. Mr. Seton Lloyd leads the
reader on to the no less spectacular
achievements of the present century,

from the thirteen years’ excavation of [
y

the site of Babylon, to Sir Leonard
Woolley’s uncovering of thLe site of Ur
of the Chaldees, and his dramatic ex-
cavation of the Royal Cemetery.

The book is well calculated to appeal
to the reader who wishes to savour the
romance of Assyrian archaeclogy without
having to enrol as an Assyriologist. Stu-
dents of the Bible might also find here
a guide to the considerable output of
books on the sources of the Old Testa-
ment which followed the deciphering of
the Chaldean tablets of the Creation
and the Flood. —-R s D
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WOOL WEAVING AND SEAGRASS WORK
FOR PLEASURE AND PROFIT
Sand &d, for Useful Book
Send 6d, for Informative book, covering
wool-looms and seoagrass weaving, We can
give you Iinformation on home handcrafts
ASHFORD'S HANDICRAFT DEPT,,
Rokeia, Canterbury
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How easy to produce
perfect results on the latest NEECO
Electric Range . . . so simple to use, so
fast, so sure in producing tastier meals.

Beautiful to look at, wonderful In pere
formance . . . Built to last, quick to clean
as a china dish. There’s something satis=
factory about turning a knob and knowing
exactly how much heat you'll get...and
you'll like the way the units hold heat for
the few minutes it takes to dish up food
—even after the switch is turned off.

The NEECO will take pride of place In
your kitchen . . . but even better is the
way It will work for you day after day,
turning out well-cooked meals !

NEECO

Electric Ranges

MADE IN NEW ZEALAND BY

NATIONAL ELECTRICAG

AND ENGINEERING GOMPANY LIMITED.
AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON, CHRISTCHURGH, DUNEDIN, HAMILTON, WANGANUI, HASTINGS.
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Your chosen records . . . # w”[

Your favourite local er overseas \” yo ”
programme | whatever your : ll”
preference the Pacific '“Mastergram’’ will [

. reproduce it ta your utmost satisfaction.

Pacific’s masterpiece of compact designing com-

bines a 5-valve world-wave radio with the fomous Garrard
record-player taking 10-inch or 12-inch discs with

equal ease. A host of features (including the amazingly

low price) make the ‘‘Mastergram’’ a must for
matchless enjoyment in any home . » . hear it
yourself and you'il agree. :

_offe
Pacific
Mastergram’

o NZ's LOWEST PRICED RADIOBRAM )
G. A. Wooller & Co, Wed,, P.O, Box 2167 Auckland

SOMETHING ENTIRELY NEW

An exclusive feature of this out- \
stonding set is the built-in oscillator

which makes it a miniature broad-

casting station. A record being

played on the *Mastergram” is
transmitted on low power and can

be picked up on any radio in the

house. No wires . . . no connec~
tions—sheer mogic!

Sole Distributoral

P.6.12.
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