
POPULAR MUSIC FROM 1YA
More Local Performers Broadcast

HE time when the discrimin-
ating listener hastily switched
stations when local artists

were announced seems to be pass-
ing. In the field of serious music
the National Orchestra has shown
what a New Zealand group can do when
given the opportunity and it is note-
worthy that the orchestra has been
judged on its-musicianship, without ref-
erence to "local performers." Similar
remarks might be made of NZBS-pro-
duced plays, and while they would pro-
bably not yet be true of New Zealand
broadcasts of popular music, the day
when they are seems to be not far away.

A growing number of instrumental
and vocal groups broadcasting popular
music is to be noticed in the programmes
of 1YA-some of the artists have also
been heard from southern stations as a
result of NZBS-sponsored tours-and
the officer responsible for arranging these
recitals has observed that as the num-
ber of groups increases a competitive
spirit is aroused with a resultant. con-
tinued improvement in the quality of

the broadcasts so that now some of the
ensembles have reached the .standards
set by overseas artists.
The John MacKenzie Trio and the
Musical Friends have, over the past
year, been frequently heard on the air,
and will continue to be heard, but with
new groups coming forward it is pos-
sible to provide greater variety and en-
sembles now give one weekly quarter-
hour broadcast generally for a period of
six weeks.
Another group, The Knaves, are
rapidly becoming known for their "old
songs in new dresses"-some cut in the
Spike Jones fashion-and have already
been written of in The Listener. More
recently listeners have been introduced
to The Duplicats, consisting of Esme
Stephens, Ena Allen, Dale Alderton, and
a pianist, John Thomson, who give re-
citals of early popular tunes of the style
of "If You Knew Susie" sung in a mod-
ernised form. Both The Knaves and The
Duplicats have made recordings to be
broadcast from the shortwave station
Radio New Zealand.
For those who like their popular music
played rather than sung there is the
Nancy Harrie Quartet, comprising Nancy
Harrie, who plays the piano in a varietyof styles, Mark Kahi (guitar), George
Campbell (bass), and Wally Ransom
(drums), Derek Heine’s Sextet, which
has also recently joined- the ranks of
local groups broadcasting from 1YA, is
a five-men-and-a-girl combination. Be-
sides Heine, who plays the clarinet in
the Arty Shaw manner, there are RayGunther (guitar), Crombie Murdoch
(piano), Neville White (bass), Neil
Dunningham (drums), arid a vocalist,
described as "the best beat singer in this
country," Mavis Rivers. A further group,which will go on the air shortly, is a
quartet broadcasting under the title of
Jim Foley and his Folios. \

In addition, different local performers
are heard each week in‘ the session
"Around the Town," Auckland Compe-
tions winners being featured at present,
and with another programme, "Accent

on Youth," 1YA is endeavouring
to encourage young performers and
give them microphone experience.
About 25 per cent. of those auditioned
are found to be up to the standard set
for this session, and adequate instru-
mentalists have come forward, but local
Mrs. Worthingtons whose children are
learning singing seem to be strictly
obeying Noel Coward’s injunction not to_
put their daughters on the stage, and for

|

this reason it has been difficult to pro-
vide a balanced programme, so that the
session is not yet being heard regularly.

(continued from previous page)
with bargains, their stout string bags.
beside them, marshalling their offspring
for the Long Voyage Home.
Time’s up. Gradually the hall empties.
"Mrs. Blank?" calls the Organiser.
"We've promised all the leftovers for
yours next month."
I gaze at it, grateful, but appalled.
Certainly more than 12 baskets can be
filled with the fragments that are left.
With mad abandon we shovel jumble
into cartons, bundle it in newspapers,
heave armfuls of it into waiting cars.
And Jumble, which till now has been
quiescent, becomes positively malevolent
as it sees its hope of present rehabilita-
tion vanish. It oozes from cartons, cata-
pults from wrappings, slides sullenly
from luggage carriers. Finally cowed, it
is borne away, to live in hope of its
Second Chance.

* * *
RING up my President.
"Plenty left over? That’s marvel-
lous! What’s it like?" \
I think of those useful shoes, those
once-smart dresses with plenty of wear
in them yet, the toddlers’ frocks too
faded for best and not casual enough
for play. All good, far too good to throw
away.
"Just jumble," I say.
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Other Famous Albert Books you should have are:-Al Jolson SongFolio,Perry Como Song Folio Nelson Eddy-Jeanette MacDonaldSongFolio, Frank Sinatra Song Folio Irving Berlin Song Folio,Gracie Fields Song Folio,
JudyGarlandSongFolio,Kate SmithSong Folio,BingCrosbySongFolio, Vera Lynn
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Each of these Books contains Ten (10) Song Specialties ofthe Singer named in the Title. Price, Each Book, 3/-
The above Books are obtainable at
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