BACKACHE

makes
Housework hard!

No wonder housework is hard
» « » N0 wonder there seems more
to do than one pair of
bands can possibly man-
age ., . for backache
turns the most ordinary
of tasks into weary toil.
But when backache is
due to sluggish kidneys,
that is a trouble you can
soon put right,. Yes,
SOON .. . because
sany womengainrelief
simply by relying on De
Witt's Pills to restore
proper kidney action.

To so many women,
De Witt's Pills are a
reliablestandby . . .an
excellent source of re-
lief frombackache, So,
if you have this heavy
burden of backache, De §
‘Witt's Pills come to
you with the heartfelt
recommendations of
grateful people all
around you.

DeWitts:=Pills

For Backache, Rheumatism, Joint Pains,
Seciatica and Lumbago ( From chemists
everywhere, 3/6 and 6/6 (plus Sales Tax]

A product ofe’ E, C. De Witt g Co. (N.Z.) Ltz:
P Herbert Street, Wellington, New Zealand.

Stlver can’t be trusted

with a secret! People who are just
a trifle careless about the detail of their
surroundings shouldn’t use Silver! Sitver
tells. How clearly, how unmistakably 1t
reflects care — or the lack of it. And yet,
how easy, after all, to make sure that
your silver always sings your praises.
Silvo makes quite sure of that . .. Silvo,
so gentle with silver, so easy to use, yet
so quick to brning out the full beauty of
immaculate metal.
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§ LIQUID SILVER POLISH §
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An efficient lubricant for
® LAWN MOWERS, ¢ CYCLES,
¢ SEWING MACHINES, *® TYPE-
" WRITERS, ® DOOR HINGES.
Has a thousand household uses.

It is non-acid, non-inflammable. -
Stocked by Hardware Stores.

New Zealand Licensees
STEWART FOOT & CO. LTD.
P.0Q. Box 920, Auckland
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"THE PEOPLE AND THE
- PLAYHOUSE"

NZBS Dramatic Broadcasts for March

NE of the special NZBS
programmes which will be
broadcast during the Royal

Tour next March is The People
and the Playhouse, a series of
dramatic episodes illustrating the
story of the English theatre from its
earliest days. Intended primarily to
provide first-class radio entertain-
ment, the series will show too how play-
acting and play-going have always been
important in the Ilives of most

' Englishmen as prizefighting or horse-

{troubles,

the passage of time
being marked by a
: voice representing the

- Spirit of the Theatre.

! London, when the city’s
! trade guild members are

racing, and how our drama grew from
the thoughts and deeds
of living men, rather
than from a cloistered
academic tradition.
The theme will be
enlivened with scenes
descriptive of personali-
ties and events with
which the theatre has
been involved down
through the centuries,
and illustrated with epi-
sodes from great plays
of the past. ‘The pri-
vate affairs of the
actors and playwrights
themselves, their quar-
rels and financial
will form a
more intimate  back-
ground, with one charac-
ter in each episode un-
folding the narrative as
a sort of personal story,

The first episode opens
at a Whitsunday festi-
val in 16th Century

putting on plays at
street corners to enter-
tain passasrs-by. Henry
VIII. himself visits one
group on.his way home

of the wearly Shakespearian theatre.
Edward Alleyn and Richard Burbage,
Henslowe and Hentzer, Dekker and
Raleigh, are all involved in a hurry-
scurry of events that ends with Mar-
lowe’s death in a fight at Mistress Bull's
tavern in Deptford. Extracts from
Love’s Labour Lost and Ardern of
Feversham are included in this episode,

Episode Four, ‘““The Building of the
Globe,” starts five years after Marlowe's
death with Shakespeare, the ‘“upstart
Crow” of a few years back, now “the
greatest playwright in the world.” The

scene opens with Ben Jonson declaim-
ing his famous panegyric—"“He was not

Spencer Digby photograph
TOM TYNDALL
Many months of research

from churcl, and roars
his approval of The Second Skepherd’'s
Play, a boisterous piece of knockabout
farce and yokel humour that soon has
the audience rolling on the footpaths.

;At its conclusion Henry hires one of
i the players to take part in a play that
i night at the palace, and listeners are

transported from this Tudor street-life
scene to the Royal Court, and the
company of Cardinal Wolsey and Anne

‘ Boleyn at a command performance of

T hersites.

Episode Two ushers in the Eliza-
bethan era, a time of high adventure
and intrigue when a playwright like
Christopher Marlowe could also be a
Royal spy, an atheist and a hard-
drinking  gambler, Extracts from
Tamburlaine the Great, and Lyly's
Campaspe are skilfully interwoven with
the plot to show the kind.-of entertain-
ment audiences enjoyed in those days
and the next episode, “Exit Kit Mar-
lowe,” brings in many familiar figures

of an age, but for all time"—and moves
to Tyburn prison, where he is branded
on the thumb for having killed a man
in a duel. After a tiff with his miserly
employer, Philip Henslowe (“I got an
'undred better writers than you are,
Ben. TI'lt give you a pound. There!
And that’s generous.”), he hastens to
the playhouse.

He becomes the friend of .Shakes-
peare, and after extracts fromi Romeo
and Juliet and Every Man in his
Humour the first part of the series con-
cludes with the players discussing the
building of the Globe theatre,

Many months of research by Tom
Tyndall, NZBS scriptwriter, lie behind
'these programmes, which are based as
far as possible on actual historic hap-
penings, and written in the idiom of
their times. Succeeding episodes will
probably deal with masques and the
Restoration theatre, and will lead up
to the renaissance of the English drama
in modern times.
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