played out in the corridors and com-
Jpartments of expresses thundering
through the night to improbable Ruri-
tanian destinations. But Berlin Express
was for the most part filmed in Europe
—in Paris, Frankfurt and Berlin—with
(as the credits are careful to point out)
the sanction of the British, United
States and Soviet armies of occupation.
And for the sake of the backgrounds it
is worth having a look at.

The story is cold meat—there is the
statesman travelling incognito with his
attractive secretary (Paul Lukas and
Merle Oberon), the ingenuous young
American (Robert Ryan), and the rou-
tine assortment of sinister characters,
half of whom eventually prove to be
bad eggs, and half Grade I Export
Quality. There is the conventional at-
tempted assassination which doesn’t
come off, the kidnapping (which does),
and the final rough-house and rescue.
And to bring the cast up-to-date there
are representatives of the three major
Occupying Powers among the goodies.

The film strove valiantly to carry a
message, but got into rather complicated
intellectual difficulties towards the end
and one was left with the curious im-
pression that all would be right with
the world if only Miss Oberon could
get a seat on the Council of Foreign
Ministers. As a picture of post-bellum
Germany, however, the film has an
atmosphere of ghastly actuality. At one
point the camera swings in a panoramic
shot to take in most of the central area
of Frankfurt and the scene is one of
unrelieved devastation. There ia not,
so far as the eye can see, a solitary
undamaged building-—not even a build-
ing that looks habitable, Nor is there
one human being to be seen in the
whole abomination of desolation.

The film makes good use of non-
actors—small boys in a Paris street and
G.JI’'s in a German station—and the
quasi-documentary technique’ has, as I
have pointed out, produced some power-
ful effects. But the most powerful effect
produced on me came from the super-
imposition of a trivial story on a tragic
background, and it wasn’t a very pleasant
effect either,

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT
“Just a Spiv’ (Waellington): Thanks, pal.

NATIONAL FILM UNIT
EEKLY Review No. 372, which will
be released on October 22 by the
National Film Unit, contains five mis-
cellaneous items: “Glass - Blower,”
“Match Making,” “Chinese Celebrate,”
“New Ships for New Zealand,” and
“Citrus Fruit Growers’ Field Day.”

ENGINEERS AND ENGINE-
DRIVERS’ EXAMINATIONS

Correspondence Courses; also  Special

Courses for Engineer Apprentices by tor-

mer Examiner and Inspector of Mactinery.
Write for full particulars

GEO. W. MARTIN

11 A 1 BRuibdi

276 Princes Street, PUNEDIN.
P.0. Box 904,

SKILLED WORKERS WANTED

MORE Specialists, Techniclans and trainea
people are needed to-day. Ensure higher pay
and an improved position bv taking an 1.C.5,
Specialised Course. You can be trained in
spare time. Over 300 |.C.S5. Coursesi~—

SNEEZE! Oh dear, another cold on
the way, PLEASE! Mr. Chemist,

Radio Engineer Accountancy .

Eiectrical Eng., Commercial Art a tin of Pulmonas. EASE! Aho
Mechanical Eng., Poster Drawing 1) .

Foundry Work Analy. Chemist that’s better, antiseptic: vapours
Wireman’s Lic. Marine kxams.

Mech. Draftsman | Diesel Eng. - clear nose and throat.

Send to-day tor the Free I.C.S. Booklet,
which is an inspiration to every ambitious
man, Let us know in which subject, trade
or profession you wish to get on. No obliga-
tion. Write now to—

INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE
SCHOOLS

Dept. L., 182 Wakefield Street, Weltington

2, 119, 2/9

STacBY Bros. LTD., 385 KHYBER PASS, AUVCKLAND,

e

MODEL 90 * Endeavour,” £49/10/4
Height 14} in.; Width 24 in; Depth 114 ing

’

THE RADIO PRE-EMINENT
Columbus Model 90

Columbus earnestly recommends its Model 90 to the many radio listeners, who,
benefiting from the big and progressive developments in New Zealand's broad-
casting service, decide that the scope of their radio listening will justify a new
radio of proven and unassailable quality.” o
Columbus Model 90 is just that. Of modern and unique technical design it
features calibrated band spreading for short wave, discriminatory tone control,
peerless tonal qualities ,andp faultlessly immaculate appearance._

UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED FOR TWELVE MONTHS
THROUGHOUT NEW ZEALAND

v

NATION-WIDE SERVICE: Whangarei, Auckland, Hamilton, Paeroa, Rotorua, Taurangs,
Gisborne, Napier, Hastings, Dannevirke, Taihaps, New Plymouth, Wanganui, Palmerston North,
Masterton, Wellington, Blenheim, Nelson, Greymouth, Christchurch, Timaru, Oamaru, Dunedin,
Gore, Invercargill, |

¢
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