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agony of blodder
weaknesses, rheu.
matic  and aerve
complaints with
quick - actin'g
Brown's Q.R, You
Salts. Hundreds of sutterers have
proved its efticient, system-ctean-
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Put an end to the H

BOOKS

TWENTIETH CENTURY EMPIRE, Rv H
V. Hod:on. Faber and taber, London.
R. HODSON'S thesis is

that the old Britisit Emipires

are dead, and in the chi-
ferent conditions of to-day we
must be up and doing with new
tdeas and energy to develop our
estate, or indged to save it i a world
of rival ideologies. The Hr<t Brish
Empire. he says. ended with the Amen-
can Revolution. The second lasted until
Dominion  self - government  replaced
colonial dependence 1n the settlement
colonies. The third, the Commonwealth
as we have known it for many years,
lasted tilt the end of the second world
war. 1f there had been no British Em-
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pire, says Mr. Hodson, it would have
been necessary to create one. Between
Waterloo and tie war of 1914 it pre-
vented or localised wars, and was ac-
cepted by the world because at best it
was useful and at worst it was never
a menace, In the first world war, how-
ever. it nearly weut under, and
saved by America. This happened agatn
in the second war, into which the Em-
pire entere:l  pitifully  unprepared.
though it should be noted that Britain
was in better shape than the Dominions,
Now we have given India her ireedom:
Bu.mz fias left us; the Mother Country
has been gravely weakened: the wine
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' of nzatinnalism is going to the heads of

colonial  peoples; stralegic, economic.
and social problems press on all sides.
Yet in this critical period there is no
Committee of Imperial Defence, and.
when My, Hodson wrote, the Imperial
Conterence as 2
metiiod  of 1‘$ularr
cansuitation had
iapsed.

Mr. Hadson's con-
rention ix that the
Empire lLas always
beenr more or less
neglected. It has
been treated. in his
phrase, as pasture
land rather than |
arable. Twice it
came near to  ex-
tinction, because the
British are an ‘‘in-
curably optimistic” race, who trust to
Providence and are apt to neglect dis-
tant problems. The colonies proper
were run on the principle that they
were not to be exploited. hut were not
to he a charge on the British taxpayer.
On!y in the last few years have large-
: scale development plans been framed
and put into operation—at the British
taxpayer's expense.

*® . F ]

'I'HERE was drift in India. Mr. Hod-

son recognises the benefits Britain
has cornferred on India. but his criticism
of policy and administration is pungent.
His picture of British authority in re-
lation to the peuoples of India, descend-
ing to such details of officialdom’s daily
life ax the primitiveness of sanitaticn

i and the scandal of the :ickshaw-coolie
" (who, one hopes. will be abolished
tYroughout the East forever). 1s the

! moat entertaining part of the book. The
| headings “Thick Red Tape” and "Broad

NEGLECTED EMPIRE

Red Carpet” are significant, The British
allowed too a pulf to exisy be- i
tween them and the people. I Mroi
Hodson’s opinian, giving India her free- |
dom was absolutely the vight hing &0
o, but Biitain has it on her conscience |
that she {anded over responsibility for
covernment having adequately :
prepared Indians to run it. Beware of
bureaucracy, he wavns  us,  especiallyv
when it s isolated, and points to Can-:
berra as well as to New Delhl ancd
Simla, faces an inevitable social
21 cconomic revolution and it wilt be
2 lght to the deadr. J1 is betier. sgvs
My, Hadson. that this should come with-
oui the presence of an alien authority.
Had Britain i India, she
might have falien with India to de-'
struction, but lo-day in a posi--
tion to exercise a rescuing and healing |
power.
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However. the responsibility for riml
rneglect of the Empire is by no memns:
Briwain's alone. The Dominions., My ren
Hodson points out. have never borpe lhe
their fair share of defence. To-day they A .
are sovereign States. They talk gener- antlSeptlc; tested and
alides. but they don't act with sufticient
energy or foresight or sense of unity. .
Nervous of local politics, they are chary
of “ganging up.” Mr. Hodson pleads:

modern

proved in literally millions

of cases in New Zealand

for a co-cperative Commonwealth. He
would have repional commissions - 10} and the Empire_
supervise defence and economic de- |

velopment, and in Britain a Common- :
wealth, Council. which would lead to a!
form of central government. He even:
sets out the composition of a Com-!
monwealth “Assembly.” Britain. he ! ;_.,__
warns us, must be powerful or nothing.
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the war there were
disiilusioned tired
people wha asked
why Britain should
not become another
Denmark or Norway.
# As Mr. Hodson says,
““the agswer came to
them in 1940. In the new meaning of
the kev word. there is still such a thing
as “the craven fear of being great.”
And if Britain goes, what becomes of .
us in thg outer seas? —AM

MELLOWED ORTHODOXY
FRAGMENTA ANIMI. By Richard Lawson. '
Whitcombe and Tombs ;

IJROFESSOR- LAWSON is - a real
scholar, Better still, he has a truly ;
humanistic love of letters, and his fav- |
ourite writers have become as familiar
to him as his garter. Some of his obiter
dicta are fragrant wicth experiénce. To
quote omne example: .
There is always a sorrow in life. Excite-
ment obliterates it for a time, but it re-
turns sooner or flater. Prosperity shuts out
the sigh* of it for 2 time. but it returns:
again. For alleviation of sorrow there is no
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