
AWAY FROMIT ALL
Bridson Play for NZBS
HE urge to get away from |the encroachments of civil-
isation — escapism some |

people call it-has attacked most |
of us at one time or another.
Thoreau’s experiment in Walden
was a famous example. Satisfaction has|
been found by others in sailing a small|
boat single-handed over long distances,
or by retiring to a lonely corner of the
tropics. D. G. Brid-
son (senior features
producer for the
BBC), who was in
Néw Zealand recerit-
ly, has written a
verse drama on this
theme of withdrawal
from the world,|called Aaron's
Field. His own de-
scription of it is "amodern

_
morality

nlav in verse." The
broadcasting rights have been bought
by the NZBS, and the play has been
produced under the author’s direction
in the Wellington Production Studios.
Programme dates will be announced
later.
When it was first broadcast in Eng-
land Aaron’s Field aroused such interest
that it was repeated several times.
Though the background of Aaron’s story
is peculiarly English, his experiences
are likely to appeal to everybody who
has ever had his dreams shattered by
the complex interferences of modern
life. In brief it is the tale of a -little
man who tries to retire and live in
peace on a small field, but who still"
cannot escape from the world. The ,nextwar-it could be World War IlI-
breaks out, and he gives us his field
to be used for a shelter against. bomb-
ing raids. Enemy aircraft comé over
and éventually Aaron gets his field to
himself, simply by being buried in it.
There are 15 characters in the cast,
only one of whom is a woman. The pro-
duction notes describe Aaron as an en-
gaging, middle-aged person, well-mean-
ing, good-hearted, but often bewildered.
The others are more strongly allegori-
cal. The Lawyer is wheedling, plausible |
and persuasive, a man whose crooked
dealing is in marked contrast with|
Aarén’s honesty; the Squire is a fishin’,
huntin’ and shootin’ type; the Farmer
slow-speaking and of broad dialect; the
Vicar highly parsonical; Whittle is a
$mall-town expansionist: the Tourist a
small-town vulgarian; the Keeper a man
of the surly flunkey type; the National
Trust is represented in an upper-middle-
class fashion; the Builder is one of the
post-war mouvéaux riches; the Indus-
trialist is a big business man in a small
way; the Publican is broad Yorkshire
and broad-bottomed; the Banker is a
mincing, bald blockhead; the Woman
is garrulous, gushing and all in a
and The Man is quiet, benevolent and
kindly.
Mr. Bridson, who is regarded as one
of the pioneers of verse drama for
broadcasting, also wrote The March of
the ’45, the first verse-feature programme
to be produced in England or America.
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BOOKS IN DEMAND
THE ESSENTIAL JAMES JOYCE, 15/ posted: Assembled in this volume are tour ot
Joyce'S books together with representative extracts from four others making Inall a cherishable book of reference;
EINSTEIN: HIS LIFE AND TIMES, Philip Frank, 24/9 Posted. A living portraitof Einstein, both as human being and as incomparable genius; written by hisintimat? friend and fellow-scientist
ACRES AND PAINS, S; J Perelman, 9/ posted. Mr. Perelman's experiences wIthreal-estate will deliaht the lovers of "'New Yorker"' humour, of which the authoris a notable exponent
WRITER'S AND ARTIST'S YEARBOOK 1948, 9/6 posted: A directory for writers,
artists, playwriahts; film writers photographers and composers, containinginvaluable information on all aspects of their crafts.
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Howwise toprepare for the future
to plan happiness in later years, comfort

andsecurity0n retirement you can do it
through GOVERNMENT LIFE ENDOWMENT

ASSURANCE. A surprisinglysmallpartof
yourpresent earnings will guarantee freedom from
moneyworrieslateron. Thereis a GovernmentLife
Endowment Policy to suit your own particular
requirements Itwillprovidepayment
of a cash sum at your elected retiring
age And it will also provide ful
protection for your dependants in
the event of your unforeseen
death. Act now 4 Your
nearest Branch of the
Government Life will be glad
to giveyou full particulars
of this valuable policy.
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