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Hour has always been that the speak-ers have something important to say. It
is a pity to see them sacrificed to the
Moloch of commercial advertisement or
mown down in their prime by adher-
ence to a too-rigid programme schedule.

;

HESE notes are not written by
the staff of "The Listener" or. by
any member of the New Zealand
Broadcasting Service. They are inde--- comments for which "Theistener" pays outside contributors

Women Composers
*T

HE broadcast of the elimination con
‘" test for the finalist in the Melba
Scholarship, held in conjunction with
the Dunedin Competitions, was a dismal
failure, and must have disappointed
many listeners in other centres, who
would be listening to 4YA in hopes of
hearing the singer from their own dis
trict. Something
went wrong with the
technical side of the
relay, and the inter-
mittent bursts of
song which came
over in the early
stages were «just
enough to make
listeners really irri-
tated, especially as
the winner was one
of those who had
already sung before the hitch was reme-
died. It was a consolation to find that_
on the same evening’s programme from —4YA there was a good studio recital by
‘Patricia Thorn, who chose a group of
modern art songs by women composers.
With a very few exceptions, women
have’ not distinguished themselves in>
compositions on a larger scale, but a_
programme such as this illustrated their
ability to make a thoroughly artistic job
of a smaller work. Ethel Smyth main-
tained that there was a male conspiracy
against the recognition of women com-
posers, which may indeed have been a
factor to be reckoned with in her early
days; but I imagine the field to be an
entirely open one nowadays, and there
must . other reasons why the famous
woman composer hasn’t yet arisen.

Original Compositions
OST music-lovers would be inter-
ested in the 4YA broadcast of the
two compositions for two pianos which
shared the 1948°Philip Neill Prize. The
winners this year were Donald Byars
and John Ritchie, and their works were
performed by Professors V. E. Galway
and Vernon Griffiths. It was inevitable,
when the works wére played following
each other on the same programme, that
comparisons would be made by the lis-
teners; but it was plain why the judges
had decided to share the prize, for in
musical ability the two works displayed
were of equal merit. These efforts sug-
gest that the science of composition is
well taught and well gapprehended in
our universities; but there is more than
the study of the technique of composi-
tion in the making of & composer. ™!one thing which cannotbe taught is t
production of the raw material of the
composer’s art, his ideas, themes, inspira-
tions. Here I thought the second com-
position scored. Donald Byars’s Varia-
tions were on a borrowed theme; but the
delightful and breezy theme of John
Ritchie’s Passacaglia was evidently the
composer’s own, and. lent itself toa really
sparkling fugal treatment.

THE REITH
LECTURES
| AST spring it was announced that~ the BBC had established an annual
series of lecture broadcasts, to be known
as the Reith Lectures. The intention
was that each year some acknqwledged
authority — in ‘literature, philosophy,
sociology, public affairs, or some other
field-would be invited to undertake
some original research and present his
findings in four to seven broadcasts.It was hoped that by careful selection
of speaker and subject the lecture-series
would not only prove to be the peak

of the BBC’s effort in serious talks, but
would also become a significant national
institution.

.

News of the first lecturer and his
subject suggests that the. series will be
impressively inaugurated. The lecturer
will be Earl Russell, better known to
the world as Bertrand Russell, the phil-
esopher and mathematician, and his sub-
ject will be Authority and the Indi-
vidual,
According to the BBC’s announcement
Earl Russell will "examine the great
theme which runs through history from
the time of ancient Greece, and is
raised in the world to-day in an acute
form. The need for individual liberty
to give sufficient play to initiative and
to creative thought and action has to
be considered against the need for social
cohesion and law. Lack of balance can
lead on the one hand to anarchy, but
on the other to tyranny. The interplay
of these two forces will be illustrated
historically, leading to an analysis with
direct reference to the world to-day."
There will be.six lectures in the first
Reith series, and each will last thirty
minutes.

EARL RUSSELL

NATIONAL FILM UNIT.
HE National Film Unit’s Weekly Re-
view No. 367, which will be released
on September 17, is a full-reel item on
the work of the New Zealand Crippled
Children Society. This organisation
(which has branches throughout the Do-
minion) has helped to bring health te
many crippled children in New Zealand
and the Film Unit’s review helps to
show. how this humanitarian work is be-
ing carried out.

THEAaixWAY
LetAlfredJenkins,NewZealand's foremost body-building
authority remouldanddevelopyourbody and personality:
Possess rippling; mighty muscles; smashing, controlled
strength,andbe theenvyofallwhosee you:WriteNOW,
to-day,for AlfredJenkins FreeBook"SuperStrengthand
PerfectHealth" that shows:dozensofphotographsofNew

Zealanders who, by taking this
course, now possess wonderful

PROOF physiques. This is your oppor-
tunity to develop a perfectly

Here's real prcof of the proportionedandmuscularbodysuccess achieved by someof the enthusiastic users otthis outstanding health syS-tem. You,too, can achieve
success!

Moorhouse Street,
Ross Westland:

DearSir ,~| have receiv-ed your exercises every
Monday, and can grate- SvrERSrrenirhfully say that they are
doing me wonders Beside MAILCoudon [Aeedevelopments
paysicelfheiped me mentallyfeel fitter and dont tire Noweasily at all, and can
truthfully say that have FOR FREEnever felt fitter in my lite.

Yours faithfully
{Segned} Noel Burrell. BOOKLET

Fencourt, Cambridge,
3rd Dec,, 1947

Alfred: Jenkins; ALFRED JENKINS STudio22 MannersSt Wellington
Dear Sir, must sav 22 Manners St,Wellington.that wished had done Please send me your Free Booklet by returnthis course long before now mail.aS it makes one feel cs
though life is really worth NAME
living_ can say thathave never felt fitter be- ADDRESSfore and consider thatevery
young chap should take this
course; as it most certainly
builds one up Yours faith-
fully (Signed) John Hogan Age; NZL

Enclose 4d In stamps for postage
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