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History and Pre-History

The steeple of the Pakaraka Church
was blown down mearly two years ago.

Jt smashed the railings around two
graves, broke the gravestones, and
turned one of (hem face downwards,

Someihing may have been done by this
time to restore these graves; but they
lay for a long time in disorder. Two
members of the Williams family are
at rest in those graves. Nobody can
be blamed for neglect when it is no-
body’s job to look after such things—
or when the work is beyond the cap-
acity of those who might be nom-
inally in charge of it. But a National
Trust would no doubt have the re-
sources necessary to carry out such
tasks.

The Marsden Cross at Oihi Bay, in
the Far North, was completely over-
grown with blackberries and other weeds
not long ago. Here again, the work of
constantly tending such a monument is
probably beyond the powers of any
organisation but a national one, with
tfunds available for that specific purpose.

The many examples of Polynesian
cave-drawings scattered throughout the
South Isiand are worth geing to a great
deal of trouble to preserve. Their value,
{from bothh an anthropological and .an
aesthetic point of view, is only dimly
appreciated by most New Zealanders.
The Internal Affairs Department has
done as much as it can (which is a good
deal) to protect them from destruction;
but once again the work, if it is to be
done thoroughly, calls for organisation
on a larger scale. In 50 years’ time those
who succeed us may be speaking sadly
of the wonderful examples of Stone Age
art that used to exist in such-and-such
a valley.

The nub of this whole question i,
of course, the need for looking ahead.
It is easy to deplore the destruction of
valuable monuments and works of art.
There are always plenty of mourners
to be found. But the only person who
is really helpful is the one who can
anticipate the value that will accrue
with the passing of years. It is neces-
sary to realise that something that has
only a moderate value now may in
future come to have a very great value.
If the Bank of New Zealand building
in Auckland is completely demolished,
I am sure there will be historians in
a century’s time who speak with regret
of the lack of foresight, the lack of the
historical sense, of those who lived in
the 1940's. ‘The establishment of a
National Trust with wide powers and
a* substantial grant of funds would, I
am sure, do much to help us to realise
that we have come of age.

DIRECTOR-PRODUCER FOR
WELLINGTON REPERTORY THEATRE

A full-time  DIRECTOR-TPRODUGCER 18
recuired by  the Wellington  Repertory
Theatre Ine. Salary, £700 per annum, The
appointee will retain the right 1o praciise,
in hkis own time, as & coach of dramatic
art, Comlltions of eppointrnent are avail-
able on application to the Sccretary.

Applicattons, glvinzg foll detafls, wiil he
received up to t5th November, and should
be addressed to—

THE SECRETARY,
WELLINGTON REPERTORY THEATRE Ino,,
P.O. Box 238, WELLINGTON,

Here's
REAL
Help

De Witt's
Antacid Powder
neuntralises excess
stomach acidity 3
(hypevacidity) so T A1
quickly that a single dose usually relieves
pain and distress, So, if you suffer after
eating, !ou’ll find this effective remedy
does indeed give REAL help.

.But De Witt's Antacid Powder does
more than stop pain and neutralise acid.
A timely dose soothes and protects the
inflamed lining of the stomach, so that the
next meal will not mean a new and worse
attack of indigestion. Experience proves
De Witt's Antacid Powder is of the
greatest value in all those conditions of
upset digestion where a good, family
remedy is required. Get a canister from
your chemist to-day and see how much
better you feel—after the first dose,

elitts
ANTACID POWDER

Price 2/8, double size 4/8 (incl. Sales Tax)

A product of E. C. De Witt & Co, (N.Z.) Ltd..
® Harbort Strest. Waellington, New Zealand,
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